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Editor’s Message 
 

Who would have thought that an internet outage would delay this newsletter, 

but it did?  As I am sure everyone is aware the Rogers internet outage on 

Friday, July 8th, the day of our monthly meeting, meant that a significantly large 

number of our presenters and attendees would not be able to participate and so 

the meeting was wisely postponed until Friday, July 15th.  As you also know, I 

usually try to publish AstroNotes on the weekend following the meeting.  

Somehow, waiting until after the middle of the month didn’t seem reasonable 

but I also didn’t want to “pre-empt” anyone as much of the content here is from 

the meeting. 

I thought of foregoing the July issue this time but then realised there are likely a 

lot of you who look forward to a “printed” copy of Dave’s Ottawa Skies and 

many of you will want to get started on Oscar’s Monthly Challenge Objects, so 

I decided to go ahead. 

As well this month we have a report on the Carp star parties from Andrea and a 

Member Profile of long-time member and former president, Tim Cole.  We also 

have a few Submitted Images for you to enjoy. 

An update on the Haven system installed at the FLO.  It works!  One system was installed on each observing 

mound, and both are fully functional.  The arrangement on the south mound only covers an area close to the 

fence so I ordered (and just received) a second unit to install on the south mound which should give close to full 

coverage of the observing area and the observatory.  On the north mound both observatories are within the 

coverage area of that system. 

I also wanted to give you all a heads up.  In August I will be on holidays, camping with the family and I have 

decided to not publish again until September.  Enjoy the rest of the summer. 

 

Clear skies and stay safe, 

Gordon 
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Ottawa Skies 

By David Chisholm 

 

 

July 13 - Full Moon, Supermoon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its 

face will be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 18:38 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native 
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American tribes as the Buck Moon because the male buck deer would begin to grow their new antlers at this 

time of year. This moon has also been known as the Thunder Moon and the Hay Moon. This is also the second 

of three supermoons for 2022. The Moon will be near its closest approach to the Earth and may look slightly 

larger and brighter than usual. 

 

July 28, 29 - Delta Aquarids Meteor Shower. The Delta Aquarids is an average shower that can produce up to 

20 meteors per hour at its peak. It is produced by debris left behind by comets Marsden and Kracht. The shower 

runs annually from July 12 to August 23. It peaks this year on the night of July 28 and morning of July 29. This 

is a great year for this shower because the new moon means dark skies for what should be excellent. Best 

viewing will be from a dark location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Aquarius but 

can appear anywhere in the sky. 
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Mercury  

Not visible. 

Rise/Set 04:14/19:34 -> 07:06/21:14 
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 Venus 

Visible in the early morning. 

Rise/Set 03:29/18:29 -> 03:56/19:15 

 

 Mars 

Visible in early morning. 

Rise/Set 01:33/14:44 -> 00:24/14:33 

 

 Jupiter 

Visible late evening and through night.  

Rise/Set 00:48/12:59 -> 22:49/11:07 
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 Saturn 

Visible late evening and through night. 

Rise/Set 23:12/09:12 -> 21:10/07:04 

 

 Uranus 

Visible before sunrise. 

Rise/Set 02:15/16:35 -> 00:20/14:41 

 

 Neptune 

Visible late evening and through night 

Rise/Set 00:22/11:56 -> 22:20/09:56 
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Public Stargazing events are back 
A report on the return of the public outreach Star Parties at Carp. 

 

The first post pandemic Public Star Party took place Saturday June 4th at the Carp Library parking lot.  The sky 

was predicted to clear by 10:00 pm which was before nautical twilight of 10:13 pm, so I declared the even a 

“GO” that morning.  However, during set up there were many ominous clouds surrounding us and many tarps 

were at the ready.  In the end the rain never came, and the clouds did part at around 9:45 as predicted. 

I personally attended and, while I met some of the volunteers, I feel bad that I did not get a chance to speak to 

everyone.  I was pleased to see some large Schmidt Cassegrain and Dobsonian telescopes, small refractors and 

DSLRs and even some electronically assisted observing.  I would estimate at least 7-8 telescopes of all shapes 

and sizes. 

One of the challenges this year is the complete absence of planets in the evening sky, so I tried to “prepare” the 

visitors upon arrival that we were mainly observing the moon and deep sky objects. Popular targets were the 

globular cluster M13, galaxies such as M81 and M82 and the crowd pleasing M57, the Ring nebula. 

I had two “assistants” with me at a little outreach table. We waved down vehicles, and directed them first to the 

table, where they were offered star finders and moon guides, and then on to the telescopes themselves.  Many of 

the visitors walked back to tell me at the end of the evening how much they enjoyed themselves and what a nice 

experience it was for them. 

We are working on better signage as my neon “star party” sign only attracted the attention of teenagers looking 

for fun and police officers looking for troublemakers…. 

We were lucky enough to have another clear night July 2nd with a great group of volunteers and visitors. Thank 

you to every who came out! 

Andrea 
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Member Profiles 
 

Tim Cole 

 

Background 

I grew up in Labrador, with long, dark (and bloody cold!) winter nights and summer nights that barely got past 

twilight. It never occurred to me that Northern Lights were that big a deal until I came down South and ran into 

people who actually thought they were mythical.  Being an Apollo-era kid (born the same year NASA was 

formed), I was fascinated by space flight and Moon landings.  I think that's when I got into amateur astronomy, 

gazing at the Moon and planets through a telescope that I now realize was cheap junk. 

All the light pollution in Ottawa put me off astronomy for a while until I figured that looking at lousy skies was 

better than not looking at all.  An amazing program called "Dance of the Planets" dragged me right back into 
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astronomy -- being able to print up custom-tailored star charts was a wonderful thing.  I could practice at my 

computer then duck outdoors to try it all out, even in the light-drenched skies of Nepean. 

While I was trained in electrical engineering, I spent most of my working life as an educator at the Canada 

Science and Technology Museum.  For a lot of that time, I was one of the astronomy educators and had the 

wonderful opportunity to operate the old Dominion Observatory 15-inch refractor.  I really miss that 

cantankerous old telescope, and I used it to give a lot of people their first views of some of the classic 

showpieces of astronomy.  You're likely to get better views from small telescopes in the back yard, but there's 

something wonderful about using a century-old artifact. 

What do I love about astronomy? 

I've always been a night-owl type, and I feel happiest under night skies.  There have been many nights that I've 

gone out to observe and never gotten off the lawn chair, just "[looking] up in perfect silence at the stars", to 

quote Walt Whitman (from "When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer").  I fear it's one of those things that you 

either get or you don't, and it defies easy explanation.  One of my cherished memories is seeing the sky from a 

very dark location halfway up Mauna Kea, and just marveling at vividly colored pin-point stars and what 

seemed like pearly clouds in the Milky Way. 

It's a lot easier to explain the related, and possibly more relevant question: 

What do I love about astrophysics? 

It's a dynamic, fast-moving science that encompasses many fields.  You can dabble in astrophysics at almost 

any level, digging as deep as your interest, education, and dedication allow.  Astrophysics and astronomy are 

very amateur-friendly fields of science, and there are scores of professionals who will happily do most of the 

heavy lifting and willingly share their results with you.  Think of it! You can join (virtually, that is) 

professionals doing observing runs at places like the Keck Observatory.  You're just observing the observers, of 

course, but you're seeing what they do, seeing the raw data arrive in real time.  Even better, you get to ask them 

questions. 

The dynamic nature of astrophysics can make it hard to keep up, but that's part of what makes it exciting. 

What has kept my interest? 

My interests seem to flow like coffee into a pot, but I've had a consistent fascination for stellar evolution and the 

workings of stars.  That also lead to a long-standing, persistent interest in spectroscopy. 

What kind of observing do I do? 

My greatest interests are in lunar and solar astronomy, and observing bright planets is fun, too.  I've never been 

all that interested in observing faint fuzzies, possibly because my eyesight isn't particularly good.  

Unfortunately, I can't do as much observing as I'd like.  To avoid sounding like every aging buzzard griping 

about declining health, I'll spare you the details.  Fortunately, lunar and solar observing can be done in small 

stints from suburban sites. 
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What connections has astronomy made to the rest of my life? 

Astronomy is, as much as anything else, one of the central pillars of my life.  Teaching astronomy and sharing 

my fascination with the sky with others have always provided immense satisfaction for me.  I've met a lot of 

wonderful people through astronomy, and I expect that will continue. 

Tim (foreground) with Paul Klauninger – photo by Chris Teron 

 

What advice would I give to novice astronomers? 

It doesn't matter if you're sitting on a lawn chair, fiddling with expensive equipment, or enjoying the latest 

images from places like the European Southern Observatory web site -- it's all amateur astronomy.  It's your 

hobby, so do what makes you happy.  You'll get the most joy if you keep learning, and even more if you share 

what you learn. Look outward and keep marveling at what you see. 
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Monthly Challenge Objects 
By Oscar Echeverri 
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Submitted Images 
 

Oscar Echeverri 

 

Lost Galaxy of Copeland 
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Lunar Eclipse – Drone 
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Richard Taylor
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Mons Pico 

I'm afraid I missed the best phase of the moon for this month's Lunar Challenge.  This picture is a couple of 

days too far towards the full moon: it was taken on June 11.  Mons Pico is an isolated peak in Mare Imbrium, 

just south of the flooded crater Plato and in line with the Montes Teneriffe.  There is a second Pico, Pico Beta, 

even more isolated to the southeast of Pico.  Better lit in this image, and quite interesting due to the extreme 

libration of the north are the craters Goldschmidt and Anaxagoras. Anaxagoras looks similar to Tycho - a steep 

sided, young crater with lots of bright rays. 

 

 

M107 

June 4 was a lovely star party at the Diefenbunker. I was showing off my equipment for Electronically Assisted 

Observing, so I thought it would be a good idea to show off the Beginner Challenge. It was nicely placed in the 

south and easy to find by star-hopping from the three stars at the front of Scorpius to Saik in the bottom of 

Ophiuchus and then a bit south-west. 
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Arp 270 - This Intermediate Challenge object was difficult for my little telescope, but Stellarium showed a rich 

cluster of galaxies in Hercules, so I decided to try. The unlabelled image is not very impressive, but the labelled 
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image shows that I did manage to capture many small, faint objects, including the interacting pair. Stellarium 

misled me, directing me to NGC 6054, but Wikipedia set me straight that Arp 272 consists of the galaxies NGC 

6050 and IC 1179. 

 

 

M106 

I missed this Beginner Challenge last month because it was so dierctly overhead that my camera hit my tripod. 

This month it was better placed a bit farther west, although I only had a brief opportunity in my back yard 

between the end of twilight and when it disappeared behind my house. I was please to be able to capture some 

of the interesting dust clouds in this complicated galaxy. 
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North America 

Goodbye galaxies, hello nebulae!  I was surprised that I was the only person at FLO on a beautiful clear warm 

Saturday night on June 18-19.  It gave me my first opportunity this season to capture the North America nebula 

in Cygnus.  This was taken with my Canon M100 camera using my ASI178MC as the guide camera.  Sadly, I 

think I had knocked the tripod a bit off my initial polar alignment because it was drifting a bit in declination.  I 

had to cut back from my initial plan of 300s exposures to 200s and there is still a slight elongation of the stars in 

the North-South direction.  Always more to learn! 
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Andrea Girones 

 

Orion's belt 
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Zodical light 
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NGC5033 
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290_ combo june 11 
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July 2 sunspot 3046 



AstroNotes  Newsletter of the Ottawa Centre, RASC                             Volume 61 – No. 7  –  July 2022  

All copyrights, including the photographs, belong directly to the authors. No reprints without permission. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26 

 

 Milky Way with Lunar eclipse 
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The Milky Way 

Members In the News 
 

Andrea Girones and Pierre Martin both have images in the running for Picture of the Year in SkyNews.  Both 

are amazing astrophotographers as you have seen from the many images both have shared with our group over 

the last few years.  Unfortunately voting has closed but we wish them both good luck. 
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Announcements 

Tristan Young, who worked at Focus Scientific serving the astronomical community here in Ottawa for many 

years, is currently doing an apprenticeship as an electrician. 

He will now be supplementing his income by providing the local community with technical work and repairs 

pertaining to astronomical equipment such as telescope collimation, gear adjustments, bearing service, soldering 

of replacement power jacks, taking apart and cleaning the optics, etc.  

This service will be on a trial basis to insure compatibility with his current schedule. 

If interested, contact Tristan at:  tryoung@exeverse.com 

Public Star Parties 
 

 Live Public Star parties have returned to the Ottawa Centre.  Here is a list of the dates. Check the website for 

the GO/NO GO call and any further information.  Thanks Andrea!  

• August 19th, (20th backup), Carp 

• September 2nd, Carp 

• October 1st, Aviation Museum 

  

FLO Star Party Dates for 2022 
 Our Ottawa Centre’s Members’ Star Parties at the FLO will continue this winter.  If you haven’t 

attended before, be sure to mark at least one of these dates on your calendar.  You are welcome to bring 

family members or a guest.  The GO/NO GO call will be made on the Centre mailing list, about noon 

the day of the star party.   

 DATES for the rest of the Year 

 April 2 -Waxing Crescent 1.9%  NO GO 

 April 30 – New Moon  GO !! Great skies and a great evening 

 May 28 – Waning Crescent 3.4%  NO GO 

 June 25 - Waning Crescent 8.3%  GO 

 July 30 - Waxing Crescent 5.2% 

 August 27 - New Moon 

 September 24 - Waning Crescent 

 October 22 - Waning Crescent 

 November 26 - Waxing Crescent 13.7% 

 December 17 - Waning Crescent 33% 

 

mailto:tryoung@exeverse.com
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Next Meeting 
7:30 PM Friday August 5, 2022.  This will be A VIRTUAL MEETING ON ZOOM.  Watch for email 

updates.  Note there will be no $4.00 parking fee. The meeting runs until 9:30 pm 

PLUS: all our regular meeting features: Ottawa Skies, 10-minute Astronomy News Update, Observation 

Reports and, sadly, no Door Prizes!   

All RASC monthly meetings are free and open to members and non-members alike. A reminder that 

refreshments will be available in your fridge for all virtual meetings or at Mick’s place where there is, I hear, 

FREE BEER.  When we return to in person meetings at the Aviation and Space Museum this will be a 

wonderful opportunity to meet new friends (and catch up with those old friends you haven’t seen in a couple of 

years) who share a common interest and chat in a relaxed, stimulating, and fun environment.  Please join us! 

 

Centre Information 
To subscribe (or unsubscribe) to our members-only discussion list (rascottawa@googlegroups.com ) please 

contact secretary@ottawa.rasc.ca . 

The Ottawa Centre 2022 Council 

 

President: Stephen Nourse (president@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Vice President: Dave Chisholm 

Secretary: Chris Teron (secretary@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Treasurer: Richard Taylor (treasurer@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Centre Meeting Chair: Mick Wilson (meetingchair@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Councillors: Carmen Rush, Gerry Shewan, Jim Sofia 

National Council Representatives: Mick Wilson, OPEN 

Past President: Mike Moghadam 

 

2022 Appointed Positions 

 

Membership: Art Fraser  

Star Parties: Andrea Girones 

Fred Lossing Observatory: Rick Scholes (flo@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Light Pollution Abatement: David Guretzki 

Public Outreach Coordinator: OPEN  

Hospitality: OPEN 

Stan Mott Astronomy Library: Estelle Rother 

Ted Bean Telescope Library: Darren Weatherall 

Webmaster:  Mick Wilson (webmaster@ottawa.rasc.ca)  

AstroNotes Editors: Gordon Webster & Douglas Fleming (astronotes@ottawa.rasc.ca)  
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