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Editor’s Message 
 

As we pass from summer to autumn, with the passing of Queen Elizabeth II, we 

also pass into a new era in history.  She is the only monarch any 70 years old or 

less has ever known in this country.  Her reign has been remarkable, her passing 

a surprise and she will be missed.   

If you were not at the meeting, you will have missed Rick Scholes and Paul 

Klauninger’s update on the FLO.  It is well worth watching it on YouTube.  

Rick announced the opening of the Rolf Meier Memorial Telescope.  The 

telescope is a “Super Planetary” apochromatic refractor made by Astro-Physics. 

The fixed collimation lens is 6” diameter with f/12 focal ratio. This long focal 

length was only available for a few years in the late 1980s. It was purchased by 

Rolf Meier in 1986 and used at his personal observatory until his passing in 

2016. It was then acquired by Rick Scholes and subsequently donated to the 

RASC Ottawa Chapter, along with Rolf’s dome and a separately purchased 

mount. 

Paul updated us on the Paul Comision Memorial Telescope which he said will 

be available to the membership within weeks.  Paul gave a moving tribute to 

Paul Comision and his dedication to and involvement with the Ottawa Centre and astronomy in general.  Paul 

also gave an account of the efforts the many people that have gone into getting this telescope setup and 

functional at the FLO despite the delays caused by COVID. 

This is great news for the FLO.  We will have three magnificent instruments available to us for whatever aspect 

of astronomy appeal to us from planetary observing to deep sky faint fuzzies to astrophotography.  If you are 

interested in learning how to use any of these telescopes, please contact Rick at flo@ottawa.rasc.ca 

 

Clear skies and stay safe, 

Gordon 
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Ottawa Skies 

By David Chisholm 

 

 

September 10 - Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face 

will be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 09:58 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native American 
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tribes as the Corn Moon because the corn is harvested around this time of year. This moon is also known as the 

Harvest Moon. The Harvest Moon is the full moon that occurs closest to the September equinox each year. 

 

October 7 - Draconids Meteor Shower. The Draconids is a minor meteor shower producing only about 10 

meteors per hour. It is produced by dust grains left behind by comet 21P Giacobini-Zinner, which was first 

discovered in 1900. The Draconids is an unusual shower in that the best viewing is in the early evening instead 

of early morning like most other showers. The shower runs annually from October 6-10 and peaks this year on 

the the night of the 7th. The first quarter moon will block out all but the brightest meteors this year. If you are 

patient, you may still be able to catch a few good ones. Best viewing will be in the early evening from a dark 

location far away from city lights. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Draco, but can appear anywhere 

in the sky. 
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Mercury  

Rise/Set 08:55/20:14 -> 05:57/18:10 

 

                                  
                                   



AstroNotes  Newsletter of the Ottawa Centre, RASC                    Volume 61 – No. 8  –  September 2022  

All copyrights, including the photographs, belong directly to the authors. No reprints without permission. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6 

 Venus 

Not Visible 

Rise/Set 05:12/19:11 -> 06:29/18:35 

 Mars 

Visible in the late evening 

Rise/Set 23:11/14:07 -> 22:01/13:19 

 Jupiter 

Visible evening and through night.  

Rise/Set 20:40/08:51 -> 18:39/06:38 
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 Saturn 

Visible evening. 

Rise/Set 18:58/04:46 -> 17:00/02:43 

 Uranus 

Visible evening and through night. 

Rise/Set 22:11/12:14 -> 20:15/10:40 

 Neptune 

Visible evening and through night. 

Rise/Set 20:13/07:47 -> 18:17/05:48 

September 16 - Neptune at Opposition. 
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The Bortle Scale 
Paul Sadler shared this Twitter image depicting the Bortle Scale that makes it very easy to understand.  Thanks 

Paul, 

 

Here is the link https://twitter.com/ESO/status/1567856329158451208 

https://twitter.com/ESO/status/1567856329158451208
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August Carp Star Party 

By Andrea Girones 

A Great Night under the Stars 

 

On August 19th despite a questionable forecast, we had an exceptionally busy Carp Star Party. Mike Monaghan 

warned me that we might get a large a crowd given the beautiful evening and he was right! The warm evening 

combined with a radio spot in the morning meant we had a huge number of visitors. 

Editor’s Note: Rumor has it there were close to 500 people.  Great job Andrea. 

 I would like at the outset to thank ALL the RASC members who set up telescopes and helped others. I know 

many beginners showed up to use their telescopes for the first time and even they were sharing views from their 

scopes due to the tremendous demand!  

Some RASC members later told me later they did not receive enough telescope support and that is something I 

hope we can remedy next time.  A reminder to all members that you are also all welcome at all FLO star parties 

which are more intimate and provide another chance to get telescope help! 

Popular targets were Saturn and Jupiter, the Ring nebula and globular clusters of all kinds! 

The next Star Party event is September 30th in Carp. 
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Monthly Challenge Objects 
By Oscar Echeverri 
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Submitted Images 
 

Oscar Echeverri 

 

This is NGC 6946, a spiral galaxy on the border between the constellations Cepheus and Cygnus.  It’s located 

some 25.2 million light-years away, putting it at a similar distance as the spiral galaxy Messier 101.  This 

galaxy was first discovered by William Herschel on September 9th, 1798, exactly 224 years ago today (as of 

our September meeting). 
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NGC 6946 is smaller than the Milky Way, measuring in at about 40,000 light-years in diameter, and containing 

only about half as many stars.  Due to its extremely active star-formation regions, it is classified as a starburst 

galaxy. Ten supernovae have been observed in NGC 6946 in the 20th and 21st centuries, about ten times the 

rate observed in the Milky Way.  This has earned NGC6946 the moniker “The Fireworks Galaxy”. 

 

This image of NGC 6946 is comprised of 46 x 5minute exposures, totaling 3h50m of exposure using a ZWO 

ASI533MC Pro cooled CMOS camera.  It was taken through an 8” Celestron EdgeHD SCT at F7.  It was 

captured the night of our last RASC meeting, on August 5th. 

 

Richard Taylor 

Last weekend I returned from a two-week vacation at a cottage near the North Frontenac Dark Sky Preserve. It 

wasn't as productive a vacation as I had hoped - we had a lot of rain, and both my wife and I came down with 

COVID - but I had a few clear nights. More processed pictures to come next month. 

 

1995-08-18 NA Pelican 

Here is the beginner challenge for the month, the North America Nebula. I've been trying to photograph this 

nebula for many years with gradual improvements. Here is one of my earliest attempts from 1995: I mounted 
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my manual SLR camera with a 135 telephoto lens piggyback on my recently acquired Baucsh and Lomb 

telescope and used the telescope's motor drive to track the stars for a 5-minute exposure on Kodak Gold 1000 

film.  As you can see, neither the focusing nor the tracking were perfect, but you can just make out the shape of 

the North America Nebula and even see hints of the Pelican Nebula to its right. 

 

2022-08-27 NA Pelican 

And here is my lastest atttempt. This is a 2-panel mosaic using my Canon M100 mirrorless camera on my 

William Optics Z73 telescope tracked with my Star Adventurer mount and guided with my ZWO ASI178MC 

camera on an SVBony guide scope.  Each panel is a stack of almost 20, 3-minute exposures stacked in 

DeepSkyStacker, processed in PixInsight and merged in Photoshop.  I think my astrophotography skills have  

improved a bit in 27 years.  Certainly the technology has improved!  
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2022-08-26 Trifid 

Here is another object I have photographed many times: M20 or the Trifid Nebula.  This time I used the ZWO 

ASI178MC directly on the telescope to fill the field of view with this nebula.  Unfortunately, I don't have 

another camera to use for guiding, so I had to throw away almost half the frames I took because of tracking 
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errors.  So, this is a stack of 51, 30s exposures. 

 

2022-08-27 Lagoon 

In the same neighborhood, of course, is M8 or the Lagoon Nebula.  This is a larger target than the Trifid, so I 

used the Canon M100 camera again with the ASI178MC for guiding.  This allowed me to collect 42, 2-minute 

exposures without having to throw any away. 
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2022-08-20to31 Pluto 

My previous pictures have all been targets that I have photographed many times, but this is a new one for me, 

though it's been on my "bucket list" for many years.  This is a four-frame animation of a small star field in 

Sagittarius.  In the lower middle of the images, you can see a small object jumping to four different positions on 

August 20, 23, 26 and 31.  This is Pluto.  I am quite amazed that I was able to capture this faint and remote 

dwarf planet with such a small telescope, and as you can see, Pluto is not the faintest object in this star field. 

According to Sky and Telescope, Pluto was magnitude 14.3 at its opposition on July 20.  Each frame is a stack 

of about 20, 30s exposures at a gain of 270 on the ASI178MC camera on the Z73 telescope on the Star 

Adventurer tracking mount.  Stacked and processed with PixInsight and merged in Photoshop. 
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2022-09-08 Bullialdus 

Paul Klauninger kindly gave me some training in using the Paul Comision Memorial Telescope on Wednesday 

night.  This 14" Meade SCT is now operational, and we managed to get it aligned within half a degree of the 

pole.  I removed the star diagonal and replaced it with my ZWO ASI178MC camera, and after a bit of trouble 

with the focussing, managed to get some short videos.  I had previously reminded myself of the lunar challenge 

for this month, so I aimed at Mare Nubium, just above and left of Tycho, for this view of the crater Bullialdus. 
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2022-09-08 Jupiter 

Here is Jupiter taken with the Paul Comision Memorial telescope - the Meade 14" SCT. The dark shadow is the 

shadow of Io, and the moon itself can just be seen in the South Equatorial Band to the left of the shadow. A 

stack of the best 20% of a 2000 frame video, processed in PiPP, Autostakkert!, Registax and Photoshop. 



AstroNotes  Newsletter of the Ottawa Centre, RASC                    Volume 61 – No. 8  –  September 2022  

All copyrights, including the photographs, belong directly to the authors. No reprints without permission. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21 

 

2022-09-08 Saturn 

And here is Saturn with the same setup and processing.  Saturn was a bit fainter and close to the bright gibbous 

moon, so focusing was a bit more difficult.  
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Bob Olson 

 

Abell 2199 
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Abell 2199 Labelled 
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IC4954 
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IC4954 box 
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IC4954 cropped 
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Sh2-155 Cave Nebula 
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M31 Andromeda Galaxy 
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NGC 7380 Wizard Nebula 
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Andrea Girones 

 

Starfest 
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Saturn 5 moons labelled 
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Jupiter 
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Members In the News 
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Announcements 

Tristan Young, who worked at Focus Scientific serving the astronomical community here in Ottawa for many 

years, is currently doing an apprenticeship as an electrician. 

He will now be supplementing his income by providing the local community with technical work and repairs 

pertaining to astronomical equipment such as telescope collimation, gear adjustments, bearing service, soldering 

of replacement power jacks, taking apart and cleaning the optics, etc.  

This service will be on a trial basis to insure compatibility with his current schedule. 

If interested, contact Tristan at:  tryoung@exeverse.com 

Public Star Parties 
 

 Live Public Star parties have returned to the Ottawa Centre.  Here is a list of the dates. Check the website for 

the GO/NO GO call and any further information.  Thanks Andrea!  

• August 19th, (20th backup), Carp GO – huge turnout!!! 

• September 30th, Carp 

 

 FLO Star Party Dates for 2022 
 Our Ottawa Centre’s Members’ Star Parties at the FLO will continue this winter.  If you haven’t 

attended before, be sure to mark at least one of these dates on your calendar.  You are welcome to bring 

family members or a guest.  The GO/NO GO call will be made on the Centre mailing list, about noon 

the day of the star party.   

 DATES for the rest of the Year 

 April 2 -Waxing Crescent 1.9%  NO GO 

 April 30 – New Moon  GO !! Great skies and a great evening 

 May 28 – Waning Crescent 3.4%  NO GO 

 June 25 - Waning Crescent 8.3%  GO 

 July 30 - Waxing Crescent 5.2%  NO GO 

 August 27 - New Moon  GO 

 September 24 - Waning Crescent 

 October 22 - Waning Crescent 

 November 26 - Waxing Crescent 13.7% 

 December 17 - Waning Crescent 33% 

 

mailto:tryoung@exeverse.com
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Next Meeting 
7:30 PM Friday October 14, 2022.  This will be A VIRTUAL MEETING ON ZOOM.  Watch for email 

updates.  Note there will be no $4.00 parking fee. The meeting runs until 9:30 pm 

PLUS: all our regular meeting features: Ottawa Skies, 10-minute Astronomy News Update, Observation 

Reports and, sadly, no Door Prizes!   

All RASC monthly meetings are free and open to members and non-members alike. A reminder that 

refreshments will be available in your fridge for all virtual meetings or at Mick’s place where there is, I hear, 

FREE BEER.  When we return to in person meetings at the Aviation and Space Museum this will be a 

wonderful opportunity to meet new friends (and catch up with those old friends you haven’t seen in a couple of 

years) who share a common interest and chat in a relaxed, stimulating, and fun environment.  Please join us! 

 

Centre Information 
To subscribe (or unsubscribe) to our members-only discussion list (rascottawa@googlegroups.com ) please 

contact secretary@ottawa.rasc.ca . 

The Ottawa Centre 2022 Council 

 

President: Stephen Nourse (president@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Vice President: Dave Chisholm 

Secretary: Chris Teron (secretary@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Treasurer: Richard Taylor (treasurer@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Centre Meeting Chair: Mick Wilson (meetingchair@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Councillors: Carmen Rush, Gerry Shewan, Jim Sofia 

National Council Representatives: Mick Wilson, OPEN 

Past President: Mike Moghadam 

 

2022 Appointed Positions 

 

Membership: Art Fraser  

Star Parties: Andrea Girones 

Fred Lossing Observatory: Rick Scholes (flo@ottawa.rasc.ca) 

Light Pollution Abatement: David Guretzki 

Public Outreach Coordinator: OPEN  

Hospitality: OPEN 

Stan Mott Astronomy Library: Estelle Rother 

Ted Bean Telescope Library: Darren Weatherall 

Webmaster:  Mick Wilson (webmaster@ottawa.rasc.ca)  

AstroNotes Editors: Gordon Webster & Douglas Fleming (astronotes@ottawa.rasc.ca)  
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