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OBSERVER'S GROUP MEETING - APRIL 6

Renee Meyer and Mary Geekie

Chairman Robt Dick began the meeting at 8:16 pm, with 
72 people in attendance. He informed the group that the 
road to IRO is now snow-free.

Frank Roy displayed radio chart recordings of the 
solar eclipse. He also told the group that some members 
will be using NRC's professional meteor observing site 
in Osgoode.

Dave Fedosiewich informed the group that Pluto will 
come into opposition April 8, measuring 13.7 in magnitude. 
One needs an 8-inch or larger telescope for detection. 
Please forward observations to Dave. He also discussed the 
minor planets of Bellona, Harmonia, and Desiderata. The 
latter one he requested be especially observed as it is 
moving through Libra and Scorpius in late April. Dave 
also told the group of the very unusual comet Schwassmann- 
Wachmann. This comet has never been observed with the 
naked eye, nor has a tail ever been recorded. In 1945 it 
brightened 3000 fold within 48 hours. Various hypotheses 
were formed due to this occurence. One was the possibility 
of anti-matter constituency. In the near future a NASA 
spacecraft will observe this very odd comet closely and 
see what makes it tick.

Ken Tapping reported recent appearances of the aurora 
borealis. He also recorded 75-cm wavelength readings, in 
March, of the sun.

Rob McCallum commented that solar eclipses are 
beneficial to the gathering of data on the solar corona,



and more information regarding some of Einstein’s theories 
on the deflection of light. He also narrated an audio 
visual reconstruction of the solar eclipse trek. He 
told of several humourous events accompanied by depictive 
slides. Rob thanked Mr. Ken Shaddock of Kodak Canada for 
the use of the dissolve unit for this excellent show.
(Nice suit, Rob!)

Fellini and Friends (B&W Productions) presented yet 
another spectacular motion picture; the suspense thriller 
"Totality". This movie is to be incorporated into an up
coming attraction.

Rob Dick informed the group of an interesting 
article concerning the solar eclipse in "Life" magazine.

Rick Vagner displayed a satellite photo taken of the 
path of totality through the western states and Canada 
during the eclipse.

A medal struck to commemorate the 1972 solar eclipse 
has been lost on the recent solar eclipse excursion. Any
one with information leading to the discovery of this 
medal should contact the information branch of the NRC.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 pm.
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RECENT IAU CIRCULARS Dave Fedosiewich
I’ve received only three (3) circulars this month 

up to the time of this writing. Here are a few of the 
interesting items to note.

Observers with access to large telescopes (ie the 
IRO Sixteen) are reminded that Pluto was at opposition 
in April and will be favourably placed in the night sky 
for the next few months. I have finder charts plotting 
stars down to 15th magnitude, so give me a call at 731-7583 
and you'll get one at absolutely no charge.

Y. Kozai, T.A.O., telexes that Yoshiyuki Kuwano, Hita, 
Oita, has discovered a nova-like object in Vulpecula as 
follows:

April 5.82639 20h 19.0m 21° 26’ N mag 9.0 (less than 8.7

That’s all for now!
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THE RADIO SUN Frank Roy
The radio sun has been all over the place this month, 

saturating the IRORI some days and others barely recording 
it. Ken Tapping has also recorded unusual activity as 
shown by the graph. There seems to be some periodic in
crease approximately every 12 to 14 days, and this appears 
to be shortening.

All of this may be pointing to a strong sunspot max
imum this October.

Recently a very intense aurora was observed April 3/4. 
It comprised of a very prominent green curtain with spikes 
of light reaching the zenith. Since it takes about 2 days 
for particles arriving from the sun to reach the earth, 
you would expect an explosion to be recorded at radio 
frequencies. However, this is not the case. Ken and I 
were operating at the time and only a slight increase was 
observed, at the predicted 2 days before. The explosion 
must have occured while the sun was below the horizon.

If you study the graph you will notice a tendency 
towards decreasing solar activity. However, I don’t think 
this will be the case for too long.

# # # # # # # # #

FOR SALE
4¼-inch Tasco reflector, $275.00, Eric Huggett, 371-7574

# # # # # # # # #

MINOR PLANETS FOR MAY Dave Fedosiewich
The same asteroids are being featured for may because 

their position is still favourable. For those of you who 
are new to this and would like to try their hand at 
asteroiding, please give me a call at 731-7583. In any 
case, I will be supplying more Observer’s Sheets at the 
coming meeting. Let's see some more entries in. The 
prize is a year’s subscription to Sky and Telescope.

# # # # # # # # #
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"TIME" Frank Roy
Spring has arrived and with it comes the warm 

weather. Meteor observing is mostly done in spring, 
summer and fall.

To observe meteors requires knowing the constellations 
and their stars. The way to achieve this is practice. To 
begin with it is necessary to have a good star map.
Norton’s is excellent for this. I also recommend the 
Edmund Mag 5 star atlas, for it has the constellations 
outlined. Second, it is a good idea to have a clear, 
moonless dark sky. Since you will be looking straight up 
most of the time, it would be a good idea to lie on a 
lawn chair to reduce the strain on the back.

When observing it is important to keep your field of 
vision as wide as possible in order to see many meteors.
If you intend to do meteor plotting make sure you have a 
red light in order to reduce the effect on night vision.

Observing during long periods of time tends to cause 
boredom, so have a friend or two, and add some music.
Summer Meteor Showers
Shower Maximum Duration, etc

Corvids June 26 June 25-30 (1937)
June Bootids June 28 June 28 (1916)
Beta Taurids June 29 June 24 - July 6 

daytime
July Phoenicids July 14 July 3-18 

Dec. 47° S
Omicron Draconids July 16 July 7-24
S. Delta Aquarids July 29 July 21 - Aug 29 

ZHR 38, slow, long
Alpha Capricornids July 30 July 15 - Aug 10 

yellow
S. Iota Aquarids Aug 5 July 15 - Aug 25 

ZHR 10
N. Delta Aquarids Aug 12 July 14 - Aug 25 

ZHR 10
Perseids Aug 12 July 23 - Aug 23 

ZHR 65
Kappa Cygnids Aug 18 Aug 9 - Oct 6

ZHR 6
N. Iota Aquarids Aug 20 July 15 - Sept 20 

ZHR 10
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OFFICERS AND COUNCIL - 1979

Honorary President Dr. C.S. Beals, Manotick, Ont., 692-3247 
President Romeo Wlochowicz, Carlsbad Springs, 822-1799 
First Vice President Ken Tapping, 61 Oval Dr., 684-1186 
Second Vice President Rob Dick, 1855 Wembly Ave., 722-5809 
Immediate Past President Dr. Fred Lossing, 733-2715 
Past President Mary Grey, 1867 St. Laurent, 733-8163 
Past President Mary Henderson, 661 Golden Ave., 728-2411 
Secretary Dr. Andrew Woodsworth, 741-2511 
Treasurer Fred Brisson, 896 Riddell Ave., 722-5790 
Librarian Stan Mott, 2049 Honeywell Ave., 722-0957 
Recorder Dr. Andrew Woodsworth, 741-2511 
Councillors Art Fraser, 234-0827

Barry Matthews, 2237 Iris St., 225-6600 
Rolf Meier, 18E Arnold Dr., 829-7559 
Brian Stokoe, 772 Dickens Ave., 731-3174 

National Council Representatives Rolf Meier, 829-7559
Andy Woodsworth, 741-2511 

Astronotes Editor Rolf Meier, 829-7559
Observer’s Group

Chairman Rob Dick, 1855 Wembly Ave., 722-5809
Vice Chairman Barry Matthews, 2237 Iris St., 225-6600
Asteroids and Comets Dave Fedosiewich, 731-7583
Deep Sky Rolf Meier, 18E Arnold Dr., 829-7559
Variable Stars Kevin Pickles, 224-3046
Astrophotography Eric Stewart, 225-5205
Meteors Frank Roy, 13 George Vanier, 568-6489
Planets and Lunar Brian Burke, 1365 Bank St., 521-8856
Radio Astronomy Ken Tapping, 684-1186
Solar Barry Matthews, 2237 Iris St., 225-6600
Instrumentation Pierre Lemay, 57 Frechette, 777-4965

# # # # # # # # #

TEACHER WANTED

A lecturer is required to conduct an astronomy 
course for Algonquin College in Almonte. The course 
will run once a week for 8 weeks. Contact any member 
of council for details.

# # # # # # # # #
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ASTRO NOTES

TO
MS. ROSEMARY FREEMAN CAST
NATIONAL SECRETARY
THE ROYAL ASTRON. SOC. OF CAN.
124 MERTON STREET
TORONTO, ONTARIO M4S 2Z2


