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1983 ANNUAL DINNER MEETING Rob McCallum

This year's dinner meeting will be held on Friday, 
November 25 at the Skyline Hotel's "Top of the Hill", as 
was last year’s dinner. The decision to return to the 
Skyline was based on the favourable reaction of the members 
to the quality of the meal, the excellent talk by Dr. Karl 
Doetsch, and the superb view of the city. For those who 
didn’t attend, this is your chance to find out what you 
missed.

Our speaker this year will be Andy Woodsworth of the 
Herzberg Institute of Astrophysics (also a member of the 
Ottawa Centre). The subject of Dr. Woodsworth's talk will 
be "Computers in Astronomy".

Tickets (cost $20 each) will be available at the 
November Observer's Group meeting and also by mail. Note 
that the deadline for ticket sales is Monday, November 21 - 
no tickets will be sold at the door. More information on 
the dinner has been sent to all members; give me a call at 
225-3167 if you haven't received the mailing.

Guests are welcome!

*  *  *

DUES DUE

Don’t forget that membership fees are now payable for 
the 1984 membership year. The form in last month’s issue 
of Astronotes may be used.

*  *  *
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OBSERVER'S GROUP MEETING - OCTOBER 7 David Lauzon

Chairman Rolf Meier opened the meeting at 8:17 with 56 
people in attendance, of which 64% were members. He noted 
that the Observer's Manuals are still available, at $5 for 
members and $6 for non-members. The Annual Dinner Meeting 
will be held this year on November 25 at the Skyline 
Hotel. He then proceeded to inform members that last 
month's star night was cancelled due to poor weather, and 
that various awards are to be presented soon. The awards 
are the Variable Star Award and the Observer of the 
Year Award. Applicants should submit their resumee to 
the Awards Committee.

OG Vice-Chairman Gary Susick was up to introduce the 
first speaker.

Linda Warren presented slides of sunspots and 
mentioned various ways to observe sunspots. She explained 
the sunspot-counting procedure; count the number of groups 
and multiply by 10, and to this add the number of 
individual spots.

Next up was Occultation Coordinator Brian Burke with a 
report on last month's successful grazing occultation near 
North Gower. He also mentioned that on September 9 at IRO 
the asteroidal occultation of Kalypso was not seen. 
Finally, Brian told members that the graze on November 28 
at IRO is coming up, and he is still looking for video 
equipment.

Sandy Theusen and Malcom Lambourne showed the group a 
10-inch f/4.5 Newtonian on a Dobsonian mounting. The 
telescope was built by Sandy Theusen under the guidance of 
Malcom during the Tuesday night telescope-making workshops.

Rolf Meier presented a slide show of the Mill of 
Kintail and the construction of the 10-inch observatory at 
IRO. He also explained to members why he prefers the old 
High Speed Ektachrome over the new versions of that slide 
film. This generated a lively discussion on photography, 
reciprocity failure, film types, and cooled emulsion 
cameras.

Being near the end of the calendar year, and the 
beginning of the membership year, it was time for the 
nomination of coordinators for the coming year. Rolf 
listed the responsibilities of the coordinators and asked 
for nominations. These appear on the next page.

Rolf closed the meeting at 10:00 pm, and invited 
members to stay for coffee, cookies, and coke.

The next meeting will be held on November 4.

- 2-



COORDINATORS NOMINATED AT THE OCTOBER MEETING

Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Comets, Asteroids, and Novae: 
Meteors:
Radio Astronomy:
Occultations:
Lunar and Planetary:
Solar:
Deep Sky:
Instrumentation:
Variable Stars:
Recorder:

Assistant Librarian Barry Matthews, Dave Lauzon 
Dave Fedosiewich 
Gary Susick 
Malcom Lambourne

Dave Fedosiewich 
David Lauzon 
Frank Roy 
Brian Burke 
Rolf Meier 
Linda Warren
Gary Susick, Simon Tsang 
Malcom Lambourne 
Sandy Theusen 
David Lauzon

*  *  *

THE SEPTEMBER GRAZE Brian Burke

A few hours after the September Observer's Group 
meeting, six members met in the parking lot of the
Billing's Bridge Shopping Centre. Yes, it was time for 
another graze expedition. This time the graze site was
near North Gower, Ontario. We arrived at the site with
plenty of time to spare. Two more members joined the team 
at the site. Five stations were established with 
separations of 500 metres between each station.

The predicted time of central graze was 3:10:26 EDT. 
Everything was very peaceful as we were setting up our 
station. Suddenly, a car, with high beams ablaze, 
approached from the north. The car came to a screaching
stop and a member of the team jumped out and asked us if we 
had a wrench, with a sense of urgency in her voice. We
didn’t. She then jumped into her car and took off down the 
road to the next station. As the dust was settling, the 
car whizzed by us heading north a few moments later.

This graze was classified as marginal since the star's 
magnitude was 8.3. As a result, we lost the star in the 
moon's glare using a C-90 mounted on a tripod. At the 
station south of us, the observer watched the wrong star 
although he called out events (?). These "events" occured 
after the graze had ended. Although we got data from three 
stations, all the observers commented that the star was
very difficult to observe. Therefore, the number of events
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recorded at the first station are questionable and this 
will be noted on the report form. Another station wrote 
down the time of events to the nearest second but did not 
record the minute! However, I was able to determine in 
which minute the seconds belonged to using another 
station's results. All observations are shown on the 
diagram.



AURORA REPORT Linda Warren

This year gave us two very remarkable aurorae, one of 
which was the most spectacular that has been seen in a very 
long time.

Fortunately, some of our members are most diligent in
recording when they see an aurora while observing and
therefore I am able to give you a summation of these 
events.

The dates below show nights that an aurora was
reported at IRO, except for one aurora which was observed 
from another location. It may be that some nights have not 
been recorded although an aurora may have occured. The 
period covered is October 1982 to October 1983. There were 
55 clear nights that people attended at IRO. Aurorae were 
reported on 20 of those nights.

The dates marked (*) are those which were very active 
(pulsating curtains, spikes, and all that good stuff) and
bright.

Oct 10/11 1982 
Oct 16/17 
Dec 7/8 
Dec 21/22 
Feb 5/6 1983 
Feb 9/10 
Mar 5/6 
Mar 12/13 
Mar 13/14 
Apr 12/13 
May 13/14 *

I included the aurora of Aug 7/8, which was not
observed at IRO, because it was the best seen this year,
and although not recorded in the IRO logbook, at least two
members did see it and record it in their logs.

Something to note here is that from my graph of
sunspot activity in May, it is interesting that the highest 
count occured that month on May 14, and that previous night 
we had a notable aurora to report. Being at Stellafane on 
August 6, I didn’t observe the sun but it would be most 
interesting to know from other members what their count was 
at that time.

June 10/11 1983 
June 12/13 
July 12/13 
July 15/16 
Aug 7/8 *
Aug 9/10 
Aug 12/13 
Aug 31/Sept 1 
Sept 11/12 
Oct 5/6

*  *  *
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ASTRONOMICAL TRIVIA

Here are the answers to last month's quiz:

civilizations are there in our galaxy?
6) Which is the "newest" Messier object, being about 700 
years (plus light-travel time) old at discovery?
7) What did the designation "LGM" stand for in the first 
discovered pulsars?
8) What is the largest constellation?
9) What is the name of the supposed planet orbitting the 
sun inside the orbit of Mercury?
10) Which moons were observed during Project Moonwatch?

*  *  *

AWARD REMINDER

Don't forget to make your submissions for the 
Observer's Group Awards. The two in question are the 
Variable Star Award and the Observer-of-the-Year Award. 
See last month's issue for details on eligible stars for 
the former. The deadline for submissions is November 11, 
1983 (2 weeks before the dinner meeting). Make your
submission to one of the members of the committee:

Brian Burke (521-8856)
Rolf Meier (820-5784)
Frank Roy (820-0874)

*  *  *

Articles for the December issue of Astronotes are due 
by November 18.
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6) The South Pole
7) Lagrangian
8) 2 parsecs
9) The Hayden Planetarium
10) about 6,000

1) The Milky Way
2) the zenith
3) 3
4) Kitt Peak National
5) "Rival of Mars"

And some more questions:

1) Which planet comes closest to the earth?
2) When is the earth closest to the sun?
3) What do M 87 and 3C 273 have in common?
4) Who discovered Pluto?
5) According to Frank Drake, how many intelligent
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