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NEW CENTRE ADDRESS

The Ottawa Centre’s official address is once again a 
P.O. box. The old address of NRC will still be effective 
for a while for those people who aren’t aware of the new 
address. All correspondence with the Centre should 
therefore be directed to the following address:

Ottawa Centre R.A.S.C.
P.O . Box 6617
Postal Station J
Ottawa, Ontario K2A 3Y7

By the way, any change of address notices concerning 
Astronotes should be directed to Frank Roy.

* * * *

1986 MEETING DATES Doug George

The Observer’s Group meetings will take place on the 
following dates in 1986:

April 4 
May 9 
June 6 
July 4

August 8 
September 5 
October 3 
November 7 
December 5

Note that the dates for May and August are not the 
normal first Fridays, due to various conflicts.
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OBSERVER'S GROUP MEETING - MARCH 7 Daniel Rollin

Chairman Doug George opened the meeting at 8:18 pm 
with 51 people in attendance, of whom 9 were non-members. 
Brian Burke, Centre president, made a few announcements. 
The April meeting will be the annual joint 
Centre/Observer's Group meeting. Guest speaker Mr. Robert 
Hayward will present a slide show on major radio astronomy 
observatories in North America. The Ottawa Centre March 
meeting will take place on March 24. Guest speaker Dr. 
Russel Redman will discuss the results of the Voyager II 
flyby of Uranus. Members who have not received the Journal 
of the RASC and the National Newsletter by the end of the 
month should contact Brian or Robin Molson.

Doug George announced that he has arranged to obtain 
discounts on some library items: a planisphere ($9), 
Nightwatch ($19), Burnham's Celestial Handbook ($48), and 
the Astrocards ($19). Doug will accept orders.

Joseph de Koninck showed slides on the construction of 
his personal observatory at his cottage in Perkins, 
Quebec. The observatory consists of a 7-foot dome mounted 
on a platform which clears the trees. Joseph estimated the 
cost of his project at $1000.

Paul Comision talked about the Herzprung-Russell 
diagram. He showed the correspondence between the position 
of a star on the H-R diagram and the internal processes 
going on in the star. Paul reminded all that mastering the 
H-R diagram is a major step toward understanding the 
complex concepts of stellar evolution.

Rob McCallum showed the first two pictures taken by an 
Ottawa Centre member of Halley's Comet emerging after 
perihelion. The pictures were taken from Jamaica.

Max Stuart showed the 8-inch solar reflector he is 
proposing to exhibit at Astronomy Day. He asked for 
volunteers to operate it before the public.

Doug George showed some astrophoto prints taken on the 
new Fuji HR1600. The prints were absolutely remarkable in 
quality and, above all, they required only one fourth of 
the exposure time required by an ISO 400 film. Doug also 
publicised the Messier Marathon.

Coincidentally, Pierre Deguire used a slow 
fine-grained film to produce slides of M 31, Halley's 
Comet, the Horsehead Nebula, the Rosette Nebula, and M 42. 
Exposure times ranged from 30 minutes to one hour, thus 
requiring very accurate guiding. The slides showed a 
fantastic contrast range in both intensity and colour.
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Pierre announced that he is now in business with the 
production of a telecompressor for SCT’s. Brian Burke 
talked about the next lunar graze, on March 30, at 1:13 
am. The location is Armstrong Road, south of Uplands, 
Participants shall meet at Billings Bridge shopping centre 
around midnight. Three words on the last graze: clouded 
out again!

Frank Roy talked about a drive corrector of his own 
design and fabrication. It features a self-contained 
gel-cell battery with built-in recharger and crystal 
control. Units will be custom-built and cost $200 each. 
Frank then showed some slides mostly taken from a 
piggy-back camera at various exposure durations in order to 
try the new Fuji 100-D professional film. Results showed 
excessive green.

The meeting was closed at 10:05 pm.

* * *

1986  GENERAL ASSEMBLY Rob McCallum

This year’s General Assembly is being held on June 26 
to 30 in Winnipeg. I've received some information from the 
Winnipeg Centre on the planned activities, so give me a 
call (225-3167) if you’d like some material.

General assemblies are always a lot of fun and a good 
chance to meet other astronomers from across the country. 
And don’t forget about the display competition; you could 
come home with a prize!

For more information 
about this telecom- 
pressor, contact 
Pierre Deguire at 
836-2352. He promi
ses a 15% discount 
to Ottawa Centre 
RASC members!

8 Inch SCT Owners

Widen Your Horizons
Now Available

High Performance F6 Telecompressor

$139.95
Plus $4.00 shipping and 
handling
Ontario residents add 
7% PST

optelco
PO Box 13524 Kanata Ont 
K 2K 1X6 Canada

- Fits inside rear baffle
-  Works visually and 

photographically
- Compatible with all 

existing accessories
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UPCOMING EVENTS Sandy Ferguson

April 5-13: Messier Marathon
The second annual Messier Marathon, which had been 

planned for the week of March 8-15, was pretty much a 
disappointment, due to truly horrible skies and extremely 
cold weather.

For these reasons, the Marathon has been rescheduled 
to the week of April 5-13, when most of the Messier objects 
are still visible during the course of one night, if you 
are ambitious enough to go for them. It should also be 
considerably warmer (we hope) so there is no excuse not to 
come on out to IRO (or your backyard, if you prefer) and 
participate in this exciting event.

All you have to do is review Doug’s article on the 
Marathon in the March issue of Astronotes , grab your 
Messier list, binoculars, or scope, and tally all the 
objects you find over your observing period, whether it's 
one night or the whole week. Each participant will receive 
a certificate stating his or her total, so let’s get out 
there and observe, observe, observe! If you need a copy of 
the Messier list, it will be available at the meeting or by 
calling Doug or myself.

April 19: Astronomy Day
International Astronomy Day takes place on the above 

date, and again the National Museum of Science and 
Technology will be presenting its annual all-day and 
evening event, with this year's theme being - "Astronomy - 
Past, Present, and Future". A number of activities will be 
taking plac - talks, demonstrations, contests, and slide 
presentations - with some of the highlights of the day
being an exhibit of Real Manseau’s hand-crafted brass 
antique astronomical instruments and the judging of 62 
entries in the local public schools’ "Invent an Alien" 
contest. Even a door prize will be presented.

The museum invites children to participate in this
event by sending in their artwork with "Astronomy - Past,
Present, and Future" as the theme, which will be displayed 
throughout the Museum on that day. Some of our members 
will be giving talks and demonstrations and in the evening 
telescopes will be set up on the Museum grounds to show
members of the public the moon, planets, and some of the 
brighter deep sky objects.
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With regard to the evening star night, I will be 
contacting those members on my ’scope list to determine 
whether you can help out by bringing your telescope or 
binoculars.

If you are a new telescope owner, and I have not 
managed to scout you out and give you the dubious 
distinction of being on this list, your assistance and 
instrument would be greatly appreciated. Please give me 
a call if you can help.

May 3/4: Halley's Comet Public Star Night
We will be presenting our final Halley’s Comet public 

star night on Saturday evening, May 3 (cloud date May 4) at 
7:30 pm, in a location to be announced. For this event, as 
with our two previous Halley’s Comet nights, the media will 
be contacted and information concerning the location will 
be available through radio, TV and newspaper sources.

Observing the comet this time should be a lot more 
comfortable than on previous star nights. However, 
dressing warmly is still important - remember you can 
always take something off if you are too warm. The comet 
has been brighter than estimated during a good part of this 
apparition, so we should still get some good views of it at 
this star night, even though it is fading on its journey 
back out into the solar system.

Should members have any questions concerning any of 
the above events, or if ’scope owners can help out on 
Astronomy Day or at the Halley star night please contact 
Doug George (725-0668) or Sandy Ferguson (829-7514). If 
there are any queries concerning the Halley’s Comet star 
night, information is also avaialble from Brian Burke 
(521-8856) or Rob McCallum (225-3167).

* * *

Articles for the May issue of Astronotes are due by 
April 21.

* * *

Don’t forget about the change to Daylight Savings Time 
which takes place on the last weekend of April.

* * *
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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL 
SOCIETY 

OF CANADA

PRESIDENT
Brian Burke 
521-8856

R .A.S.C., Ottawa Centre 
P.O . Box 6617, Station J 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K2A 3Y7

SECRETARY
Robin Molson 
225-3082

MAY CENTRE MEETING

Speaker; Dr. Roy Bishop, President, Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada

Topic: SS433 - A Stellar Spectacle
In 1979 SS433, an obscure catalogue item, emerged 
to become the most challenging topic in astronomy. 
The model now accepted fits the unprecedented 
observational data well, and reveals SS433 to be  
one of the most exotic and elegant objects in the 
sky. SS433 glows with the brilliance of a million 
suns and can be understood only in the context of 
special relativity.

Date and Time: Thursday, May 8, 1986 at 8:00 p.m.
Place: Auditorium, N.R.C., 100 Sussex Drive





IRORI PICKS UP RADIO SOURCE IC 443 Frank Roy

In the March issue of Astronotes it was reported that 
the Indian River Observatory Radio Interferometer (IRORI) 
picked up the radio source Perseus B. Upon closer 
examination of the charts, I was able to identify IC 443 on 
3 different days. IC 443 is an old supernova remnant in 
Gemini. It is listed as a bright nebula in the Sky Catalog 
2000.0. With dimensions of 50' x 40' , it is resolved by 
the interferometer, which has a lobe width of 0.4 degrees. 
Because it is resolved, we do not see its full brightness 
of about 200 Jansky. Instead, we see it as a radio source 
of about 130 Jansky just above the noise floor of IRORI.

IC 443 is at 6h 17.6m, +22° 42' , magnitude 8.7.

System Parameters
type: phase switched interferometer
system frequency: 233.5 MHz
RF front end noise temperature: 300 degrees K 
antennae: 15m X 5m on an east-west baseline of 180m
fringe width: 0.4 degree (24 minutes of arc) 
fringe time at equator: 90 seconds 
IF bandpass: 900 kHz (-3dB) 
dc time constant: 10 seconds

Radio Sources Picked Up By IRORI
source intensity at 235 MHz (Jansky) year identified
sun 10,000 1978 (quiet sun)
Cassiopeia A 8,900 1978
Cygnus A 5,500 1978
Taurus A 1,300 1978
Virgo A 780 1978
Hercules A 236 1981
Perseus B 170 1986 (Taurus!)
IC 443 130 1986 (200 Jansky)

* * *

HALLEY’S COMET IN APRIL Rolf Meier

The April Halley maps are on pages 9 and 10. First 
few days of April may be ok, gone till the 15th, but moon 
won’t be good till end of month.
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ASTRO NOTES
c/o H erzberg  In s t i tu te  of A strophys ics  

National Research Council of Canada  
100 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa Canada  
K 1A 0R6

TO:
MS. ROSEMARY FREEMAN 4 
NAT. SECRATARY RASC 
136 DUPONT ST.
TORONTO ONT.
M5B 1V2


