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25tb ANNIVERSARY Doug George

Believe it or not, the December issue of Astronotes will be our 25th
annivers ary issue! We are planning a special issue for that month. 
Among the possibilities being investigated are a special anniversary 
cover (in colour?), photographs from events over the years, and special 
articles from long-time members, former editors, etc. Marty members 
have spread across the country over the years, and we would like to hear 
from them. If anyone knows the whereabouts of old photographs, 
members, former editors, etc., we would like to hear from you!
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THE ROAD TO IRO - PART VII Rob McCallum

The construction of the new access road to the observatory has been the 
primary issue of concern over the summer. I am pleased to announce that 
the road has been completed, and is now available for use. Please do 
not attempt to use the old road! See the map elsewhere in this issue for 
instructions on how to find the new road.

A gate has been installed and a lock will be put on it in about a month’s 
time. All current IRO keyholders, and any member who would like 
casual access to the site can obtain a gate key from either Robin Molson 
(225-3082) or myself (225-3167). You need only prove you are a 
member and pay a deposit for the key (one dollar, I expect). The usual 
rules still apply if you would like a clubhouse key and access to the 
telescope - speak to Robin if you wish more information. The gate should 
be left open when people are at the site so everyone can get in, but it 
must be locked upon leaving.

I’m a little disappointed with the result - the ride across the field is more 
bumpy than I hoped it would be. It will smooth out in time, but for now, 
plan on taking it slow. We will consider putting gravel down along the 
entire length of the road (about 280 metres) if members feel it is 
necessary, but that is an expensive option ($1000 minimum) so, for this 
year at least, give what we have a try. However, I don’t want to see the 
site going unused because of poor access - we’ll do whatever is necessary 
to ensure our members can get there.

Some members have expressed concern with the time it has taken for 
this project to be completed -  I share your concern. The difficulty lies 
with the fact that we chose to let the Mississippi Valley Conservation 
Authority (our landlord) take the lead, and they have had other major 
concerns which understandably took precedence. I still believe we made 
the right decision with this approach - it placed the responsibility where it 
belonged and eliminated the possibility of encountering a number of 
potential problems. While we ended up uncomfortably close to our 
deadline, at least it was completed with no serious difficulties.
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SEEING RED Derek MacLeod

Wherever the astronomer has dutifully set up for that nights’ observing, 
there is sure to be a dim red flashlight illuminating star charts, telescope 
controls and the ground. The latter, of course, occurring only after a 
particularly important widget has dropped off into the darkness below.

Red, it seems is the least abusive colour to an astronomers’ dark adapted 
eyes. There is no need to saturate all sensitive areas of the eye with the 
full light spectrum, for simple chart reading or recording tasks. Yet in 
other night vision requirements it is interesting that red is neither the 
predominant nor even the desirable colour for illumination.

For example red is rarely used in the cockpit of an aircraft. Excellent 
vision, through a wide range of brightness levels, is extremely important 
for a pilot. Yet a whitish blue or green colour is used. This is similar to 
the instrument panels on most vehicles.

The reason for this colour selection is apparently related to the 
distracting response that red elicits. A pilot for instance, in glancing at 
instrumentation actually stares at that display longer if it is illuminated 
red than if it were illuminated by a whiter colour. The colour red 
conceivably interrupts the natural eye movement essential to the pilots’ 
awareness of the surrounding displays.

The displays in a car should be subject to similar criteria. As well, the 
drivers’ response to the brake lights of the car ahead may be faster if 
there is only one source of red. Its presence explicitly signals danger. 
Manufacturers of some cars changed the illumination from red because 
owners found the displays difficult to read. Although it appears that the 
brain quickly identifies the presence of something red, the eyes must 
strain more to focus and read characters.

For an astronomer, in the dead of night, red seems to work well - except 
when looking for that dark coloured widget, buried in green grass, with a 
dim red flashlight.

NOT SEEING RED Doug George

Derek’s article got me thinking about some doubts I’ve had about red 
flashlights, etc.

A number of years ago I used a green LED to illuminate my finderscope 
reticule because I didn’t have a red one handy. Later I replaced it with a
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red one, but I found it much harder to see the cross-hairs so I went back 
to green. Since then, I tried a red LED in my guiding eyepiece, but later 
changed to an incandescent bulb. The problem is that you want to adjust 
the cross-hairs to be very faint - like the stars - and faint red is hard to 
see. The light is so dim, it will not affect your night vision anyway, so 
why make things harder for yourself?

Another gripe I’ve had is the so-called "field edition" of popular star 
charts. The idea is to make the stars white on a black background so that 
very little light gets in your eye. What I found, however, is that the 
white-on-black is so hard to read (especially with a red light), that I need 
a much brighter light. So I like the black-on-white "desk edition" much 
better.

It would be interesting to try a dim flashlight with a blue-white filter, 
which is the recommended panel colour for aircraft. I’d like to hear from 
anyone who tries it.

EDITOR’S ODDS AND ENDS Doug George

I would like to encourage everyone who gives talks at the Observers’ 
Group meetings to submit their talks (slightly modified) to Astronotes. 
Many excellent talks are given at meetings to about 50-80 people, but 
there are nearly another 200 members to reach! If you have decent notes, 
you can hand them to me after the meeting. Paul Comision has given me 
a number of talks; I would like to see more.

I recently noticed that some of my "filler" cartoons have appeared in 
several other astronomy newsletters! Our policy is that any article in 
Astronotes can be reproduced, without permission, for public 
distribution or any other club newsletters; we only request that due credit 
be given to the author and source (eg. "Zaphod Beeblebrox, Ottawa 
Centre RASC Astronotes") as was done for the cartoons. If you would 
like to present an article which for some reason you would not like 
copied, a copyright notice may be inserted in the article.

As for the cartoons, I am always looking for new ideas, so if anyone has 
some original ideas (whether cornier than mine or not), I would like to 
hear them. Derek MacLeod, for example, supplied the idea for one of the 
cartoons in this issue. Complete cartoons are also appreciated, as are any 
black-and-white prints you might have. Prints can be reproduced in half
tone courtesy of Roy Fox. If I’m going to stick in filler to get things to 
fit, it may as well be something interesting!
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SEEING M-13 FROM THE INSIDE Derek MacLeod

The Hercules Cluster, M-13, is one of the brightest Messier objects in 
our night sky. At a magnitude of +6, it lies about 21,000 to 30,000 light 
years (ly) away. In Burnham’s Celestial Handbook, Burnham notes that 
the core of the cluster may extend 100 ly across, with at least one million 
stars. "The appearance of the heavens," he writes, "from a point within 
the Hercules Cluster would be a spectacle of incomparable splendor...".

Some simple calculations can in fact give an idea of what kind of night 
sky could be seen by someone on a planet centered in the cluster.

The edge of the dense core of stars would be 50 ly away. If we assume 
all these stars have the same brightness as our own sun, then the 
brightness of our sun, if it were 50 ly away, can be calculated from the 
magnitude relations formulae given on p.16 of the 1987 Observers’ 
Handbook. Transposed, it is:

m = 5 log (Dist) + M - 7.565

where m is the stars’ visual magnitude and ’Dist’ is the distance in ly 
between the observer and the star. The absolute magnitude, M, of a star 
is the apparent brightness of the star placed 32.5 ly away.

For example, our sun with m = -26.7 as seen from earth at a distance of 
1/63,239.8 ly has a value of M = +4.8 at 32.5 ly. At 50 ly, M = 
+5.7 - just visible to the unaided eye. Therefore, the observer in M-13 
might see all one million stars within this 50 ly radius with magnitudes 
brighter than +5.7. Many of these stars, such as red giants, are 
considerably brighter than our own sun.

Since there are 41,253 square degrees in a sphere, there will, on average, 
be about 24 stars brighter than +5.7 per square degree of sky. In 
comparison, our own skies (north and south hemispheres combined) 
contain only about 4,850 stars brighter than magnitude +6, or about 1 
star per 8 square degrees of sky on average.

For the night observer in M-13, if the sky ever does get dark enough, the 
normal background of stars will get lost in a maze of brilliant nearby 
suns.
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EVENT HORIZONS Sandy Ferguson

Sept. 19 Annual RASC Picnic - "Horizon Hill", Linda and Rolf Meier’s 
country estate, is the location of this year’s picnic. A map is printed 
elsewhere in this issue. Bring your picnic supper and spend the night 
observing (please provide your own utensils and hibachi, if BBQing). 
No cloud date for this event Time: Anytime late afternoon.

Note: David Monoogian will be having a variable star session at the 
picnic, so if you are following his program, now is a chance to catch 
up on your estimates.

Sept. 20 Novices' Meeting - Our novices’ group has started up again for the 
winter season. Place: Museum of Science and Technology 
Auditorium; Time: 2:00-4:00 p.m. If you need more information, 
please call Doug George (591-3119) or myself (591-3018).

Sept. 24 Centre Meeting - See central insert

Sept 26,27 NCC Fall Rhapsody - We have been invited to participate in the Fall 
Rhapsody program again this year, which will be held here in the city 
and also in Gatineau Park. Activities will be announced through the 
media. Call me for information.

Oct. 3,4 NCC Fall Rhapsody.

Oct. 2 Observers’ Group Meeting - Room 3001,100 Sussex Drive, 8:00.

O ct 13 Junior Astronomers Meeting - See notice elsewhere in issue.

Oct. 18 Novices’ Meeting

Oct. 23-25 Deep Sky Weekend - Location: Indian River Observatory. This is 
our annual observing weekend. Autumn skies can be gorgeous and 
autumn nights pretty cool, so dress as if it were February and come 
on out for some fine observing.

Oct. 28 Junior Astronomers Meeting.

Nov. 6 Observers’ Group Meeting - Room 3001,100 Sussex Drive, 8:00.

Nov. 10 Junior Astronomers Meeting.

Nov. 13 Annual Dinner Meeting - Location: Algonquin College, Woodroffe 
Campus. Speaker and ticket prices to be announced. All members 
will receive information through the post in October.

Nov. 25 Junior Astronomers Meeting.

Dec. 4 Observers’ Group Meeting - Room 3001,100 Sussex Drive, 8:00.
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MAY OBSERVERS’ GROUP MEETING Daniel Rollin

Chairperson Sandy Ferguson opened the meeting at 8:15 with 50 people 
in attendance, of whom 7 were non-members.

Robin Molson indicated that there is a key charge for IRO. On the topic 
of the IRO access road, he reported that a location has been agreed upon 
by Rob McCallum and the MCVA. Final approval needs to be obtained 
from the MCVA Council.

Paul Comision talked about the luminous arcs discovered near some 
distant galaxies. In his opinion, this may well be the discovery of the 
decade, just as quasars were in the late 1950’s. Paul also concluded his 
series of talks on the constellations. He handed out maps of the 24 
constellations covered during those talks. Finally, he demonstrated a pair 
of 15 x 80 binoculars.

Damien Lemay replayed the tape on which he and Casper Kaat recorded 
the April 25th Venus occultation. He also showed some slides of 
sunspots and of the instruments he uses to observe the sun.

Linda Meier showed the display she will present at the Toronto G.A. It 
consists of a display of thematic stamps from various countries, 
illustrating astronomy.

Brian Burke is trying to organize watch parties for two lunar graze 
occultations May 4th and 6th.

Gary Mussar showed a spectacular series of slides showing the April 
13th penumbral eclipse of the moon. The pictures were taken with the 
same settings at 15 minute intervals.

Rob McCallum talked about the variable star X Cygni, which is part of 
the Ottawa Centre’s variable star program. This star is a cepheid; that is, 
it exhibits very regular periodicity. However, stars do evolve and there is 
still significant scientific interest in observing this one.

Sandy Ferguson gave the results of her Messier Marathon, almost 
entirely carried out with 7 x 50 binoculars. She observed 69 objects!

Pierre Deguire had some prints to show after the meeting.

The meeting ended at 9:55 p.m.
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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL 
SOCIETY 

OF CANADA

P.O . Box 6617 Station J 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K2A 3Y7

SEPTEMBER CENTRE MEETING

SPEAKER: Dr. W.B. Cowan
National Research Council of Canada

TOPIC: The Physics of Vision and Colour

Dr. Cowan will discuss how the human eye perceives 
colour.

DATE AND TIME: Thursday, September 24, 1987 at 8:00 P.M.

PLACE: Auditorium, NRC, 100 Sussex Drive

*******************************************************************

OCTOBER CENTRE MEETING: To be announced

NOVEMBER CENTRE MEETING: Annual Dinner Meeting
Friday, November 13, 1987 
Algonquin College
(further details in October Astronotes)

THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA OTTAWA CENTRE 
MEMBERSHIP: ( )APPLICATION ( )RENEWAL ( )LIFE
NAME:.......................................... .
ADDRESS:.................................... .....

Your membership expires 
October 1st. Please 
fill out the membership 
blank and return it 
with your cheque.

.............................  POSTAL CODE:..... ......
PHONE: WORK.................. HOME.....................( )NEW ADDRESS ( )NEW PHONE NUMBER
MEMBERSHIP FEE:( )$15.00 JUNIOR (UNDER 18 YRS. S I G N ............... )( )$25.00 REGULAR ( )$500.00 LIFEPLUS ( )$20.00 SUSTAINING (VOLUNTARY)
= $............. . DATE:.....................
RETURN TO - R.A.S.C. OTTAWA CENTRE,P.O. BOX 6617, STATION J,OTTAWA,ONT. K2A 3Y7

PRESIDENT

Robert McCallum 
225-3167

SECRETARY

Robin Molson 
225-3082
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JUNE OBSERVERS’ GROUP MEETING Daniel Rollin

Due to room access problems, Chairperson Sandy Ferguson could not 
open up the meeting until 8:45 p.m., with 51 persons in attendance, of 
whom 13 were non-members.

Max Stuart showed two versions of the Crayford focuser. One of these is 
already installed on his 13" Dobsonian.

Paul Comision had an announcement: it is proposed that a "telescope 
library" be set up so that members could borrow such equipment as 
binoculars, eyepieces or even telescopes. Paul distributed a questionnaire 
in order to obtain feedback on type of equipment sought and amount of 
money people are ready to spend on such a service.

Doug George gave a demonstration of his star map software. The images 
with 16 levels of intensity were truly impressive. Doug also showed a 
portable electronic beeper that self-synchronizes with the CHU time 
signal. With this apparatus, Doug hopes to remedy the CHU fading 
problem.

Dave Monoogian is trying to organize a variable star night for June 27th.

Rolf Meier showed some slides taken using a camera holder of his own 
design. He also explained in depth the techniques of eyepiece projection 
photography.

Ron Hall showed a very ingenious telescope built around a 700mm 
Questar telephoto lens. Among various features, his home-built star 
diagonal included a barlow lens, thus bringing the focal plane to a more 
comfortable position.

Daniel Rollin showed a 4.25" Newtonian on a stepper motor driven fork 
mount. The scope was described as being near completion after two 
years of design and construction.

Robin Molson had to report "no progress" on the road to IRO, and 
announced that Art Covington had donated $200.00 to the Centre.

The meeting ended at 10:16.
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RADIO ASTRONOMY (?) Gordon Grant

With the acquisition this spring of a new receiver that would tune down 
to 143 MHz (from the two-metre amateur band), there was the 
possibility of hearing MIR, the Russian space station. With predictions 
provided by a friend who had a C-64 computer and the orbital 
information, a watch was begun in hopes that if the space station 
occupants could be heard, then perhaps it could also be seen. The 
frequency that the station used to communicate back to their base in 
Russia is 143.625 MHz. Much time was spent listening at the appropriate 
times. Each pass lasted only about ten minutes, and there were usually 
about a half-dozen passes during the day. Some of these were very low 
in altitude and unlikely to be useful. Nothing was heard and it became a 
practice to listen at any time that was convenient. After about ten days of 
this, Russian voices were heard, though not at the predicted times.

After some particular queries to the amateur satellite coordinating group, 
AMSAT, it was learned that the orbital path had been altered in 
preparation for a supply shuttle flight and an exchange of cosmonauts. 
The subsequent orbital predictions paid off and a number of passes were 
monitored, although voice transmissions were not heard every time. I 
guess even cosmonauts need siestas now and then.

By now the orbits had precessed to the point that many of them were 
passing in the early morning hours. With advancing age I find that I am 
not as motivated as an observer should be and getting up in the middle of 
the night to hear the cosmonauts and possibly catch a glimpse of the 
space station doesn’t have the appeal that it used to. My wife took a dim 
view of the suggestion also and this dampened my enthusiasm even 
more. So I haven’t seen it yet.

The times when conversations were heard, the circuit was often clear 
enough to hear the return voices echoing around the space station. It was 
a pity that I didn’t understand Russian. On two occasions, about a week 
before the exchange of cosmonauts, the two who were aloft sang what I 
assumed to be a Russian folk song, with stringed instrument 
accompaniment. The instrument could have been on tape of course. It 
was pleasant to listen to even if the words were meaningless. My 
suspicion is that it was a performance put on for Russian TV or radio.

If anyone has access to an FM radio receiver that will tune 143.625 
MHz, and the orbital predictions for MIR, you might find it interesting to 
listen for it as you try to spot it in the sky. This may not be true radio 
astronomy, but it is close, and fun.
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THE SKY THIS MONTH Doug George

If you have a look at the table, you’ll see that the duration of moonless 
evening observing is getting longer. Why? With the end of summer 
approaching, nights are getting longer, and there are more hours of 
darkness each evening. So the end of summer has some advantages after 
all!

The big event this month is a spectacular occultation of the Pleiades star 
cluster by the moon. This occurs on Saturday night, September 12/13 - if 
you picked up your Astronotes at the Observers’ Group meeting, that’s 
tomorrow! Events occur from about 11:00 pm until 2:30 am. If you’re 
interested, have a look at the September issue of Sky and Telescope, 
and/or call me at 591-3119.
Event

First Quarter 
Full Moon
Moonless Evening Observing Begins
Lunar Occultation of the Pleiades
Occultation of SAO 146144 by Bilkis
Last Quarter
New Moon
Autumnal Equinox
First Quarter
Moonless Evening Observing Ends 
Penumbral Eclipse of the Moon 
Full Moon
Moonless Evening Observing Begins 
Last Quarter

Date U.T.

Sept 1 03:48
Sept 7 18:13
Sept 11
Sept 13 03:00
Sept 13 08:20
Sept 14 23:44
Sept 23 03:08
Sept 23 13:45
Sept 30 10:39
Oct 1
Oct 7 04:01
Oct 7 04:12
Oct 12
Oct 14 18:06

JUNIOR ASTRONOMERS' CLUB Sandy Ferguson

The Junior Astronomers’ Club will be starting up again this fall at the 
National Museum of Science and Technology. This is a very popular 
club for children from 7 -1 4  years of age. Meetings this year will be 
held on the second Tuesday and fourth Wednesday of each month, 
commencing in October and running until May, although there will be 
no meetings in December. The 7 -1 0  year age group will meet from 
6:30 - 8:00 pm and the 11-14 age group from 8:30 -  10:00 pm. Each 
class is limited to 30 children. Registration for the group takes place 
between 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. on October 6 & 8 at the Science and Tech 
Museum. Fee for the year is $20.00. For more information give the 
Museum a call at 991-3037.
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FALL OBSERVING OF WINTER STARS Paul Comision

The winter sky has the largest concentration of first magnitude stars and 
some of the brightest and most interesting of the constellations.

Unfortunately for the dwellers of the Ottawa Valley, there is a fair 
amount of cloud cover during the winter season, which is accompanied 
by snow and freezing rain. The clear nights are often excellent for 
observing but the temperature may be 40 degrees below with a wind- 
chill factor of 60 degrees below. This cold certainly limits the amount of 
time one can spend at the telescope.

So what is the solution? Simple - spend a few weekends in the Fall doing 
all-night observing.

I have prepared a schedule for this year showing the approximate siderial 
time at 8:00 pm. EST as well as midnight, 2:00 am, and 4:00 am. Of the 
12 weekends from September 13 to November 29, three are washed out 
by a full or nearly-full moon. The remaining 9 are at the mercy of the 
weather.

It should be noted that, for example, on November 29th, at 4:00 am, the 
siderial time is 8h 34’, adequate enough to take you to the other side of 
Orion. In fact 8h 34’ is on the zenith and another four to five hours can 
be viewed, thus bringing the limit to about 13h 34’ and well beyond 
early spring evening viewing. On March 17 at 8:00 pm, the siderial time 
is 7h 41’. If a fall programme is implemented, any winter observing 
becomes a bonus.
Weekend 8:00 PM Midnight 2:00 AM 4:00 AM

Sept. 13 19h 31’ 23h 31’ 01h 31’ 03h 31’
27 20h 26’ 00h26’ 02h 26’ 04h26’

Oct. 4 20h 54’ 00h54’ 02h54’ 04h54’
11 21h21’ 01h21’ 03h 21’ 05h21’
25 22h 16’ 02h 16’ 04h 16’ 06h 16’

Nov. 1 22h44’ 02h44' 04h44’ 06h44’
8 23h 12’ 03h 12’ 05h 12’ 07h 12’

22 00h07’ 04h07’ 06h07’ 08h 07’
29 00h34’ 04h34’ 06h 34’ 08h34’

Winter Constellation Limits of the Constellation

Perseus lh 26’ to 4h 46’
Eridanus lh 22’ to 5h 09’
Taurus 3h20’  to  5h58’
Auriga 4h35’ to7h27’
Gemini 4h41’ to6h23’
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Monoceros 
Canis Major 
Canis Minor 

Puppis

5h 54’ to 8h 08’ 
6h 09’ to 7h 26’ 
7h 04’ to 8h 09’ 
6h 02’ to 8h 26’

ODDS AND ENDS FROM YOUR PREZ Rob McCallum

I have a few items to pass along to members, so I thought I would lump 
them together in one article and save some room.

Consideration is still being given to implementing an equipment loan 
library for members (see July Astronotes). We have received moderate 
support for this proposal; I am personally very enthusiastic and hope 
there is similar support from the potential users. If you think might like 
to borrow equipment (telescopes, etc.) on occasion and did not fill out a 
questionnaire at the June Observers’ Group Meeting, Paul Comision 
would like to hear from you - call him at 825-3622.

Those of you who read the report on the May 13 Council Meeting in the 
July Astronotes may have noticed that the Ottawa Centre Council 
endorsed a bid to host the 1989 General Assembly. Unfortunately, our 
invitation lost out to one made by the Cape Breton Astronomical 
Society, who have been lobbying to host a GA for a number of years. 
National Council did recognize that an Ottawa GA is overdue and I was 
left with the impression that we would stand a very good chance of being 
awarded the 1990 event should we choose to pursue it. Your Centre 
Council will discuss this further...

As chairman of the Programme Committee, I have been busy lining up 
Centre Meeting speakers for this coming season. I hope we will have at 
least six meetings this year and also would like to be able to announce 
upcoming meetings well in advance, whenever possible. I hope 
attendance at Centre Meetings will improve this year - it is disheartening 
to the committee to have excellent talks heard by only a few dozen 
members. In particular, our September speaker (see announcement in the 
centre of this issue) comes highly recommended and will speak on a 
subject I’m sure many members will find fascinating. If you’ve never 
been to a Centre Meeting, this is a good chance to see what you’ve been 
missing.
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CONTEST IDEA??? Gordon Grant

QST is a publication that has been active since about 1916. It is a 
specialized periodical for amateur radio operators and carries erudite 
technical articles for the experimenter in electronics. It is a recognized 
periodical in the communications Held, but particularly in amateur 
communications.

Radio amateurs are a special breed, not unlike telescope nuts and, in fact, 
many radio amateurs also enjoy observational astronomy. Experimenting 
is a by-word, in fact it is written into the DOC license that specifies it to 
be a license for experimentation. Ingenuity is another by-word of the 
amateur in any field, and many pages in QST are devoted to ingenuity in 
the amateur communications field.

Periodically there appears a pseudo-technical article that someone has 
dreamed up proposing all sorts of weird theories and suggesting dubious 
ways of accomplishing a solution. These articles are often well-written 
and the unsuspecting reader can get sucked in and he is half-way through 
before he realizes he has been had. These articles appear most often in 
the April issues.

In. 1987 there was a different twist. An announcement in the October 
issue for the First Annual Messiest Shack and Workshop Photo Contest 
produced the greatest flood of photos and correspondence that the 
magazine has ever known. The announcement of winners was delayed 
for some weeks because the Judging Committee couldn’t stop laughing 
long enough to pick a winner. Eventually winners in several categories 
were selected and the results were printed in a two-page spread in the 
April 1987 issue. If you want a good laugh, find that copy and enjoy it. 
My wife made the remark that maybe my basement wasn’t so bad after 
all.

Would this be a contest in the RASC? Who in Canada has the messiest 
optical workshop? I suppose we could look for the mirror with the most 
scratches to simplify things. Are telescope-makers really the neatest and 
cleanest experimenters in the country? How about some photos to show 
it isn’t so?
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VISIT TO SASKATOON CENTRE Sandy Ferguson

This is a rather belated report on a visit I made in May to the Saskatoon 
Centre of the RASC. During the two weeks I was there, I met a few of 
the more active members of their Centre, got to attend the monthly 
meeting, toured the University Observatory, and had two opportunities to 
observe from the Centre’s Observatory. Not bad for one visit.

On May 25 the Centre presented a video from the Nova series entitled 
"Tales from Other Worlds". The meeting was held in the Health 
Sciences Building on the University of Saskatchewan campus and was 
well attended. The Centre has about 45 members all told, but I suspect 
the attendance was good because they advertise meetings in libraries and 
other public buildings and the public is made aware of the activities of 
the group.

Following the meeting I was given a tour of the University of 
Saskatchewan Observatory. The observatory houses a 5" refractor which 
is opened up to the public on Wednesday evenings and members of the 
RASC are usually around to give tours and answer questions. On the 
outside wall of the observatory is a beautifully crafted wooden sundial, 
which was made a number of years ago by Gordon Patterson, who was 
instrumental in starting the RASC centre in Saskatoon many years ago.

I had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Patterson briefly one afternoon. 
He was convalescing in University Hospital on campus, but was kind 
enough to take the time to see me and he spoke of his work with the 
Centre over the years. Until recently, his home was a meeting spot for 
any members who wished to drop in and talk astronomy and from 
discussions with the members I met, he is regarded as the Centre’s 
greatest asset.

Thanks to member Jim Young, I had the opportunity to observe those 
vast Saskatchewan skies from the Centre’s own observatory. Known as 
Rystrom Observatory, it is situated on a member’s farm about 5 miles 
southeast of the city. The dome houses a C-8, equipped for 
astrophotography, but the observatory also has "Eetook" (meaning "The 
Big Eye"), a 12.5" Dobsonian, a C-5, a 6" Newtonian and a 4.25" 
Astroscan. Rather well equipped for a small observatory! And the 
observatory also has Nanook, the resident watch dog, though she acts 
more like a mascot.

The sky wasn’t the greatest on the first night we observed, but we caught 
Saturn and a few Messier objects before clouds rolled in. One thing I 
discovered was that trees weren’t a problem when star-gazing from the
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prairie - the horizons are wonderful! All that flat terrain makes for super 
viewing and if you are in farm country, there are no lights for miles. We 
should be so lucky!

The second night was more successful. Accompanied by Nanook we 
turned the C-8 back onto Saturn and were treated to a much better view 
than the previous evening. We also observed another bunch of Messier 
objects and I tried a few tripod shots of the Milky Way region, just to 
compare with the same shots from IRO. All in all it was a pleasant night 
for observing and the breeze kept the mosquitoes at bay. One thing, 
though: I was a little disturbed to discover, at one point in the evening, 
that some canine-style howling somewhere to the south of us was 
actually a pack of coyotes!

If you ever find yourself in Saskatoon, I encourage you to give the 
Centre a call. They have a fine observatory and dedicated members who 
show true western hospitality. I thank Nobby Katrusiak for helping me to 
get in touch with Gordon Patterson and other members, Rick Huziak, 
Saskatoon Skies Editor for information on the centre’s activities, and 
special thanks to Jim Young who is a one-man band when it comes to 
showing out-of-town RASC members his part of the planet. He’s tour 
director, chauffeur, observatory guide, National Council Representative, 
and much more! He’s also one of only two men walking the streets of 
Saskatoon with an Ottawa Centre T-shirt.
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"Mean Anomaly" DM &DG

And, Pointing this way
we have the Andromeda Galaxy!

"Guide Scope"
M P & D G
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