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EDITORIAL

This issue marks the twenty-fifth year for Astronotes. The first issue of 
Astronotes was prepared by George Brunton, in December, 1962. 
George’s newsletter took hold as a catalyst for an Observers’ Group 
which was emerging as a vibrant, enthusiastic group of amateur 
astronomers.

In this issue -  the largest ever -  past editors will present their memories 
of Astronotes, the Observers’ Group, and observing activities over the 
years. These articles are important to the Ottawa Centre since this is the 
first attempt, and probably the last chance, to record much of the history 
of our group.

I must express thanks to several people. Frank Roy first noted the 
upcoming 25th anniversary; he also helped in tracking down the former 
editors, compiling statistics, and photocopying old issues. Roy Fox 
generously provided half-tones for the many photographs in this issue. 
Fred Lossing is tracking down many of our observers from years back 
for a series of articles in the new year. Sandy Ferguson helped out in 
typing, and Mercedes Pelayo helped with the editing.

Of course, a great vote of thanks to all those who contributed their 
fascinating articles on the Ottawa Centre’s past. We received articles 
from almost all of the former editors; my only regret is that Tom Tothill, 
one of the "prime movers" of the club and a former editor, passed away 
about a year ago. He has been well represented, however, by a number of 
quotes from old issues.
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ASTRONOTES ARTICLE OF THE YEAR Doug George

The winner of the Astronotes article of the year is Paul Comision, for 
his article "Forty years of Trends in Observing". This article, which 
appeared in April, was reprinted in the National Newsletter. It described 
the changes in the hobby over the years. Paul was presented with a 
certificate at the Annual Dinner Meeting.

We also have three honourable mentions: Daniel Rollin for "Meteor 
Burst Data Communication", Derek MacLeod for "Seeing Red", and 
Gordon Grant for "Radio Astronomy (?)". Congratulations to all!

EVENT HORIZONS Sandy Ferguson

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Since the first Friday of January falls on 
New Years’ Day, the Observers Group meeting is being delayed one
week.

Dec. 11/12 IRO Star Party. Come out to IRO for the last star party of the year! 
Dress very warmly, and bring out your eyes and ’scopes to see the 
brilliant winter skies. Meet at the old Dominion Observatory on 
Carling avenue if you require, or can provide, transportation. 
Departure at 7:15 pm. Call Frank Roy at 820-0874 for further details.

Dec. 25 Merry Christmas...

Jan. 1 and a Happy New Year!

Jan. 8 Observers’ Group Meeting -  Room 3001, 100 Sussex Drive, 8:00. 
NOTE: This is the second Friday due to New Years’ Day.

Jan. 21 Centre Meeting - Speaker: Dr. David Goodenough, Canada Centre 
for remote sensing (further details in next month’s issue).

Feb. 5 Observers’ Group Meeting -  Room 3001,100 Sussex Drive, 8:00.

Feb. 18 Centre Meeting -  Speaker: Mrs. Mary Grey, RASC National 
President (date tentative -  further details to be announced).

Mar. 4 Observers’ Group Meeting - Room 3001,100 Sussex Drive, 8:00.
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NOVEMBER 6TH OBSERVERS’ GROUP MEETING Kyle Nunas

Chair-person Sandy Ferguson opened the meeting at 8:13 pm with an 
introduction for new members to the society.

Derek Macleod gave final details about the Annual Dinner Meeting 
which took place on November 13th.

Vice-Chairman Frank Roy conducted the elections for the 
coordinatorships. The new coordinators are:

Chair-person: 
Vice-chair-person: 

Occultations: 
Instrumentation: 

Asteroids: 
Radio: 

Comets: 
Solar: 

Deep Sky: 
Astrophotography: 

Variable Stars: 
Meteors: 

Recorder: 
Planets:

Sandy Ferguson
David Monoogian
Brian Burke
Max Stewart
Doug George
Frank Roy
Derek MacLeod
Kyle Nunas & Steve Hamel
Nobody
Doug George
Damien Lemay
Rick Crook
Estelle Rother
Rolf Meier

A desperate plea was made for Deep Sky and Variable coordinators. 
Damien Lemay, saving us from a blank spot, took the Variable star 
position. The Deep Sky position was left open.

Doug George talked about his Telescope Graphics Display System. This 
computerized telescope system is useful for position measurement, 
object identification, tracking moving objects, event timing, and 
intensity measurement.

Instrumentation coordinator, Max Stewart, showed his third generation 
2" focuser he built It has small screws with Teflon pads and a spring 
balance. He talked about the first annual RASC swap sale about to take 
place. He also talked about observing Jupiter with an aperture stop. He 
reduced the aperture of his 13" Dobsonian to 4" and he noticed improved 
detail and could see four bands. This reduction of aperture gave better 
contrast, improved the image, and darkened the background by 
eliminating the diffraction spikes due to the spider.

Frank Roy gave a talk on a radio telescope observation of the sun. He 
explained how sounds are derived from a radio telescope. A tape of the 
radio observations of the sun was played.
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Derek MacLeod gave a comet update. About one comet was discovered 
every twelve days this year. We’ve already gone around the alphabet. 
Comet Bradfield is situated in Ophiucus and sets at about 8:00 pm. 
Derek showed some slides of this comet. Bradfield, at a magnitude of 
about 5, rivals Halley’s comet.

Frank Roy showed his slides of comet Bradfield taken with AGFA 100 
film on his 8" F 1.5 Schmidt camera.

Doug George gave a talk on sidereal time. The meeting adjourned at 
9:56 pm, with no Deep Sky Coordinator...

THE SKY THIS MONTH Doug George

For those of you who are really keen observers, there is a grazing lunar 
occultation during your Christmas Dinner. Any takers? There is also a 
graze on Monday the 14th, several minutes before sunrise. I would 
encourage any hardy observers to give me a call at 591-3119 so we can 
arrange a small expedition.

For meteor observers, we have the superb Geminid meteor shower. The 
rates may be as high as 60 meteors per hour, and many are quite bright.
Event

Full Moon
Moonless Evening Observing Begins 
Occultation of SAO 77137 by Una 
Last Quarter
Grazing Occultation of SAO 138637 by Moon
Geminid Meteor Shower
Occultation of AKG3+04° 1671 by Whittemora
Occultation of AKG3+21°1117 by Pax 
Occultation of SAO 59964 by Emita 
New Moon
Occultation of AKG3+13° 0364 by Europa
Moonless Evening Observing Ends 
Grazing Occultation of SAO 146515 by Moon 
First Quarter
Occultation o f+10° 4990 by Ursula 
Full Moon
Quadrantid Meteors
Moonless Evening Observing Begins

Date U.T.

Dec 5 08:01
Dec 9
Dec 11 22:39
Dec 13 11:41
Dec 14 12:20
Dec 14 18:00
Dec 18 09:23
Dec 18 10:41
Dec 19 22:25
Dec 20 18:25
Dec 23 07:14
Dec 25
Dec 25 23:41
Dec 27 10:01
Dec 27 23:07
Jan 4 01:40
Jan 4 04:00
Jan 10
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO IN ASTRONOTES
Volume 1, Issue 1, December 1st, 1962: the first editorial, by George Brunton.

The Observers’ Group of the Ottawa Centre of the R.A.S.C. has been 
considering the publication of a newsletter for some months. The present 
issue is intended to illustrate the type of format and contents that the 
executive had in mind.

The purpose of this newsletter will be:

1. To remind members of monthly meetings and special events well in 
advance.

2. To help maintain an active interest in observing and instrumentation, 
particularly during the summer months when no regular meetings 
are held.

3. Eventually, by expanding our mailing list, to advise the other 
Centres across Canada of the activities of the Ottawa Group.

The material for publication will be obtained from the Observational 
Coordinators and, it is hoped, from other members as well. The activities 
of members, their equipment and methods of use, are of great interest to 
others, especially the newer members. All such items, with line drawings 
(where applicable) will be considered for publication if received 14 days 
prior to the next meeting.

It is expected that each of the Coordinators will submit a note for 
publication each month; these notes being observations of members or 
suggestions for projects and observations to be carried out before the 
next meeting.

It is worth considering how well Astronotes has met these goals. It certainly is used to 
announce upcoming meetings, it does carry a variety of articles on observing and 
instrumentation (hopefully interesting!), and it is mailed out to all other Centres across 
Canada. Strangely enough, it is now only published every second month during the 
summers (to save costs), although Observers’ Group meetings are held. As for the 
Coordinators, how about it? -Ed.

* * *

Lenn O rr and Astronotes’ Creator George Brunton (facing page). 
This photo was taken at the 1963 General Assembly in Toronto. George 
Brunton is on the right. Photo by Bill Dey.
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THE BEGINNING OF ASTRONOTES George Brunton

ASTRO-NOTES was bom in December, 1962, in answer to a need for a 
monthly newsletter by the Observers’ Group of the RASC in Ottawa. As 
an example of a possible style, I designed and made up a format and 
cover, and gave it to council member Bill Dey with the suggestion he ask 
the Ottawa Centre for approval.

It was approved as a newsletter and I agreed to be editor for the first year 
of its life just to get it started. Earl Dudgeon would handle the production 
and Howard Harris did the circulation.

ASTRO-NOTES proceeded to do its job with only a few slight hitches 
and its circulation was increased.

Sky & Telescope magazine, which had the copyright on the star map I 
had used as a background for the cover, wrote that unfortunately they 
could not allow its use, and so we had to come up with another. I re
made the cover, drawing the sky map myself to prevent the chance of 
any other infractions. I laid on the type as on the previous cover.

In the December, 1963 issue I retired as Editor and Howard Harris took 
on the job. Bill Dey became circulation manager. One of the editors who 
followed was Dan Brunton, my son. Dan was Editor for a year and 
retired in February, 1968 to become Chairman of the Observers’ Group.

At the 1966 annual dinner meeting I was awarded a membership 
certificate for service to our centre.

* * *

Six and a half years ago a "brave new world" was opened up to the 
amateur astronomers in Ottawa. On December 1, 1962, the first issue of 
Astro-Notes was produced... It would seem to me that its existence is 
one of the best reasons for the continuing strength of the Observers’ 
Group... Dan Brunton, May, 1969 (50th issue).

* * *

The Site of the Grand-Mere Eclipse (facing page). Rick Salmon 
appears left of center. Photo taken on July 20,1963 by Dan Brunton.
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IT WAS TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY... Dan Brunton

A sure sign of the approach of a mid-life crisis is someone calling you up 
to ask for personal reminiscences of events that seem recent enough to 
you, but are of historical significance to others! Once I had gotten over 
the realization that I had become a voice from the past, however, I quite 
enjoyed chatting with Frank Roy about "the old days" of the Ottawa 
Centre’s Observers’ Group. It was a pleasant surprise to hear that 
ASTRO-NOTES was approaching its 25th anniversary and that it was 
still important to the group. So, with thanks to Sgt. Pepper and the band 
for setting the mood, allow me to stroll down memory lane as best as my 
old bones will permit!

ASTRO-NOTES was a reality when I joined the RASC in 1963.1 knew 
of it from watching my father, George Brunton, preparing the first issues 
on the dining room table during the winter of 1962/63. He would draft 
up the issue and then he and/or my mother Annette would type and lay it 
out on the paper plates. These plates were messy, greasy things that were 
difficult to correct when typos slipped in. The old Underwood portable 
typewriter that was used required a firm hand and a strong finger. The 
finished plates were then sent to Earl Dudgeon who took care of 
producing the copies and distributing them.

Having a publication that informed us of what had just happened, what 
was coming up, and where we might like to go was a great help to the 
group. It was particularly helpful for the kids. Despite the generosity and 
good will of people like Fred Lossing, Bill Dey, Gordon Grant, Frank 
Evraire, etc., the Centre was very much an adult outfit and that was a bit 
intimidating (Remember, this is 1963 we’re talking about!). Indeed, 
when I first started attending Observers’ Group meetings in 1961,I was 
the only young teen. Rick Salmon, Peter MacKinnon, and Rick Booth 
both joined shortly thereafter. Within a year or two, a flood of eager 
young fellows arrived, including Doug O’Brien, Steve Craig, Barry 
Mador, Joe Dafoe, Les MacDonald and Rick Lavery. We became known 
informally as "the students".

Meteor observing was a passion for us at the time. It had all the right 
elements for a bunch of energetic, inquisitive teenagers; it was 
competitive, inexpensive, slightly off-beat... and a wonderful excuse for 
staying up all night. Les MacDonald was the driving force behind it and 
we spent many a long night (summer and winter) shivering in sleeping 
bags on lawn chairs in his back yard. I recall getting a ride home on one 
occasion in a police cruiser. The officer would only accept my 
explanation of why I was staggering bleary-eyed along the streets of 
west-end Ottawa -  at 5 AM -  after I took him back to Macdonald’s back
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yard and showed him the "remains" of several other observers sleeping 
off a night’s labours!

The July solar eclipse was unquestionably the highlight of 1963. A large 
number of Ottawa Centre people camped in a comer of a field used by 
the NRC (who even had their time signal piped over to us). Despite a 
threatening overcast in the early going, we were treated to a spectacular 
and unforgettable view of totality.

In 1964, through the efforts of a number of Centre members (particularly 
Fred Lossing and Vic Gaizauskas) we gained access to the complex of 
photographic telescopes housed in the Small Dome of the Dominion 
Observatory on the Experimental Farm. While they hadn’t been used in 
some time and were in rather rough shape, they still worked. A thorough 
clean-up and a bit of electrical wizardry by a number of members soon 
overcame that. An Observers’ Group coordinator scheduled access to the 
Dome. Rick Salmon and I spent a lot of time there during the winter of 
1964/65. We highlighted the results of our efforts in a presentation at the 
1965 RASC convention in Toronto in a talk entitled "Photos from the 
Small Dome of the Dominion Observatory". It was a great thrill for a 
couple of 17-18 year olds, especially when we received generous praise 
from such astronomical celebrities as Helen Hogg and Peter Millman.

The fall of 1965 saw the Small Dome featured in the shooting of a 
segment for a multi-screen movie on the activities of Canadian youth. It 
was being filmed for the Canadian Pacific Pavilion at Expo ’67 (by an 
American film crew). Rick Booth, Joe Dafoe, Peter MacKinnon, Doug 
O’Brien, Rick Salmon and I staged the opening up of the Small Dome 
for the season. Rick Salmon and I then spent about a week’s worth of 
evenings at the Dome while the cameras recorded a "typical" evening of 
photography. It was a lot of fun and the excitement of it all was 
enhanced when the producer/director of the film, Francis Thompson, 
received an Oscar for another such effort. Early in ’67, however, 
Thompson wrote to inform us that our segment was a casualty of the 
final edit; so ended several potentially magnificent cinematic careers!

By 1966 the Student Group -  now formally named -  was a really 
dynamic force. I think it is fair to say that we were the spark-plugs of the 
Observers’ Group. Successful ventures were extending well beyond the 
boundaries of our home base too. Doug O’Brien won first prize in the 
physics section of the Ottawa Science Fair for his radio astronomy 
project that year and he did well at the national competition. The 
following year he repeated the local success and came second in Canada. 
Rick Salmon followed suit with a similar success with his solar 
spectroheliograph in 1968. Les Macdonald’s meteor observing facilities
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The Student Group at the Small Dome: The Expo Movie. From Left 
to Right: Rick Booth, Joe Dafoe, Rick Salmon, Peter MacKinnon, Doug 
O’Brien. Photo: Dan Brunton.
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were becoming increasingly sophisticated and his program was 
recognized as one of the very best in North America. Steve Craig and 
others who were continuing to monitor sun spots made important 
original observations on solar flares (the "white spot" studies) which 
lead, I believe, to a paper in the RASC journal.

Pretty heady times for a bunch of kids! By late ’66 there were several 
student coordinators and the students were deeply involved in virtually 
all Observers’ Group activities. ASTRO-NOTES was struggling, 
however, and the editor wanted out. So, in the hope of getting it back on 
track (and in the absence of any other volunteers stepping forward!), I 
took on the editorship in October 1966. Rather rash, in retrospect, for a 
19 year old kid. With a lot of help from a number of key members, 
however, the publication was reactivated. ASTRO-NOTES was 
produced in very much the way it had been when George Brunton started 
it four years earlier, I even used the same finger-numbing typewriter and 
often the same typist to produce the plates. I tried to get more writers 
involved and to put out lots of small, informative articles. With 1967 
being Canada’s Centennial Year, it seemed especially important to get 
the record of activities down. This was also the year that ASTRO- 
NOTES was entered in to the National Library collection.

I suppose it was typical of the times that the students shared an 
impatience with the established way of doing things; there was a feeling 
amongst us that the group was rather staid and needed to be run a bit 
more energetically. In the fall of 1967 a number of us met (appropriately 
enough, in a university commons) to map out a course of action. We 
developed a set of changes in the administration of the group designed to 
spiff it up. The most dramatic element of this would be open elections 
for officer and coordinator positions. Elections had always been 
automatic acclamations of an official slate, with the Vice-Chairman 
assuming the Chairmanship. We also developed a "reform slate" of our 
own for the coming elections. Our administrative changes were accepted 
at the December meeting and the subsequent election favoured almost all 
of our candidates. I was elected as the first student to occupy the 
Chairman’s chair and eight of the nine coordinatorships went to students. 
It’s hard to know, in hind-sight, how much all this fundamentally 
changed things in the group, but it seemed significant to us at the time.

One of the first things we found out about control was that it also meant 
extra work. It took a great deal of time and effort to line up speakers and 
prepare meeting programs, etc. I found that I was stretched too thin and 
something had to go ... and that was the editorship of ASTRO-NOTES. 
Peter MacKinnon took it over in the spring of 1968 and I concentrated 
on the administration of the group.
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In the fall of 1968 Rick Salmon, Peter MacKinnon, Doug O’Brien, Joe 
Dafoe, and Les MacDonald all left to attend out-of-town universities and 
I found myself increasingly drawn to the study of natural history. A new 
crop of kids was arriving on the scene to add energy and enthusiasm to 
group activities and to help carry it into the 1970’s. The Student Group 
that had developed in the early to mid 1960’s was essentially disbanded. 
It had been a talented and exciting bunch to "hang out" with, and several 
went on to careers in astronomy or related sciences.

ASTRO-NOTES was an important element in pulling the group 
together during the 1960’s. It gave voice to our actions and a record of 
our achievements, and it seems to have continued in that vein. I wish it 
well and hope that it continues to be a positive and unifying force.

OBSERVERS’ GROUP FLASHBACKS Fred Lossing

This seems to be the season for nostalgia among some members of the 
Observers’ Group, and it has been proposed to me that I write or 
assemble a sort of history of the Group. Arthur Covington wrote an 
excellent summary of the formation of the group in Astronotes for May 
1974 (reprinted in this issue -Ed.), and it is very hard to improve on this. 
However the Observers’ Group dates from March 1954 and even a bit 
before, while Astronotes dates only from December 1962, so there is a 
lot of the earlier activity of the group which has never been written 
down. This material should be written down before it is lost forever from 
the memories of our older members as a result of that disease whose 
name I can’t remember.

To try to fill this gap in our archives, I am inviting about a dozen of our 
earlier active members to contribute one article each for Astronotes 
during the coming year. These will appear under the above name each 
month, if possible. I am asking them to tell us about what they were 
doing in the line of observing, and what the Observers’ Group meant to 
them; including, of course, any triumphs, disasters, or other interesting 
happenings they can recall. I think our more recent members will be 
impressed by their accomplishments.

I hope it will be of interest to readers of Astronotes to hear about the 
observers of our glorious past, and to be stimulated to try to emulate 
their heroic feats.
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Student Members at the Small Dome. Dan Brunton and Rick Salmon 
pose next to the telescope during filming of the Expo movie.
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THE CHANGING FACE OF ASTRONOTES Doug George

Astronotes has not always been in exactly the same format. As noted 
above, the cover had to be changed due to a copyright restriction; but 
this was not the only change.

The cover was originally blue, but changed to black when the covers ran 
out (the printer couldn’t match the ink). Occasionally the format of the 
interior was changed, so that a single staple was placed in the comer, and 
the sheets had to be unfolded to be read. This was apparently done to 
make it easier to produce. Both formats are still popular; other centre 
newsletters are about evenly split between the two.

Today it is a bit easier to produce the booklet form, using a computer. 
The odd pages are printed first on the left side of the sheet. The sheets 
are then reversed in order and re-inserted into the printer, and then the 
even pages are printed on the right! It is easy to understand how it could 
get confusing for those armed only with a typewriter!

There have also been occasional inadvertent format changes: a number 
of issues had their insides printed upside-down relative to the cover! This 
hasn’t happened in a long time, probably because we have to pay for 
printing these days.

The name of the newsletter appears to have slightly changed over the 
years; some editors wrote it Astro Notes, others ASTRO-NOTES. Their 
articles in this issue retain the conventions they used.

* * *

Although Astronotes has generally been quite non-controversial in 
nature, there have been rare exceptions. In one case, a new editor wrote 
an editorial deriding the professional astronomers in the group. Most 
other members did not agree with his views, and he was impeached! He 
later regained the position, and went on to redeem himself as an 
outstanding editor.

* * *

The 16-Inch Mirror "Under Construction". Tom Tothill, a key 
contributor to the construction of the telescope and observatory, inspects 
the mirror and pitch lap on the grinding machine. Photo by Fred Lossing.
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A CONVERSATION WITH GEORGE BRUNTON Frank Roy

Recently I had the pleasure to meet the first editor of Astronotes, 
George Brunton, at his home in Manotic, Ontario. We discussed the first 
days of the newsletter and the activity within the Observers’ Group in 
general. With George’s approval here is some of the conversation that 
took place.

Q: How did you come up with the name ASTRO-NOTES, George?

A: Well, it’s really a take-off on "astronauts"; you see the space 
program was very popular back then and I thought it would be a 
natural.

Q: Is ASTRO-NOTES two words?

A: Yes! It really should be ASTRO (RASC) NOTES, as on the cover.

Q: How did Sky & Telescope find out about the cover of 
ASTRO-NOTES?

A: Since the original cover of ASTRO-NOTES was directly from a 
star map published in Sky & Telescope, I sent a copy out of 
courtesy. They wrote back and said that unfortunately we could not 
use their map, and so I designed a new one myself.

Q: Did your work in any way help you with ASTRO-NOTES?

A: Oh yes, you see at Energy Mines and Resources (EMR), I was a 
cartographer by profession and I was able to make use of the 
photographic equipment there to make the cover of 
ASTRO-NOTES.

Q: How was ASTRO-NOTES actually produced?

A; I would type up the articles and give them to Earl Dudgeon. His 
secretary would type them on a stencil for the Gestetner machine in 
Earl’s office, which he would use to make a print-off of 
ASTRO-NOTES.

Q: Who paid for ASTRO-NOTES?

A: Nobody. It was totally free, thanks to Earl Dudgeon.

Q: How many copies were printed?
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A: I believe a copy for every member we had at the time, which would 
be around 60 or so. The addresses were all done by hand by Bill 
Dey, who was circulation manager at the time.

Q: Did you have trouble getting articles?

A: Very much so! I was always asking members, especially 
coordinators, to submit articles for ASTRO-NOTES.

Q: How long were you a member?

A: About five years.

Q: Your son, Dan, was also a member.

A: Yes, in 1967, and he was Chairman of the Observers’ Group in 
1968.

Q: How old was Dan when he started going to the meetings?

A: Dan came as a guest of mine. You see at the time (1962) most 
people coming to the meetings were between the ages of 35 and 55. 
There were no young members. Dan was about 14. Dan, along with 
Peter MacKinnon and Rick Salmon were the first young members. 
Fred Lossing encouraged very much young members to participate 
in the club.

Q: So Fred was a real "force" in the club.

A: Yes, Fred was always trying to get people actively involved in the 
club.

Q: How were the Observers’ Group meetings back then?

A: Well there would be about 30-35 people at the meeting. The first 
thing that would happen was Stan Mott would read the minutes of 
the last Observers’ Group meeting. After about an hour or so -  two 
or three speakers later -  we would break up for coffee and cookies. 
The break would last a half hour, and then we would re-convene the 
meeting which would go on for another hour. Back then we were 
mostly interested in telescope making and everybody at the meeting 
participated in the group in one way or another. We were a separate 
entity from the Ottawa Centre, and professionals seldom came to the 
Observers’ Group meetings, although they supported us. In a way I
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guess we were considered the "children" of the Ottawa Centre of the 
RASC!

Q: Where were the Observers’ Group meetings held?

A: At the library room of the Geophysical building.

Q: Would you say that the Observers’ Group was an active club when 
you were a member?

A: It was certainly not a dull club; rather a very active club. People 
would go to each other’s houses and we had regular star parties. 
There were telescope making classes. All in all I think everybody 
had a very good time.

THE EDITORS OF ASTRONOTES Frank Roy

Since its inception in December of 1962, Astronotes has seen a total of 
10 editors. Below is a complete list of all the editors, how many issues 
they published, and when they were editor.
Editor No. Start End Comments

George Brunton 11 Dec. 1962 Dec. 1963 1st Editor
Howard Harris 13 Jan. 1964 Apr. 1965
Tom Tothill 1 Oct. 1965
Frank Evraire 2 Mar. 1966 May 1966
Dan Brunton 12 Nov. 1966 Jan 1968
Peter MacKinnon 4 Feb. 1968 May 1968
Gordon Grant 1 Sep. 1968 Not mailed
Tom Tothill 46 Nov. 1968 April 1973 47 issues total
Rolf Meier 32 May 1973 April 1976
Jon Buchanan 1 May 1976
Rolf Meier 1 June 1976
Jon Buchanan 12 July 1976 June 1977
Rolf Meier 1 July 1977
Jon Buchanan 5 Aug. 1977 Dec. 1977 18 issues total
Rolf Meier 101 Jan. 1978 Dec. 1986 135 issues total
Doug George 
Total Issues

10 Jan. 1987 continuing including this issue
253

* * *

Defense Research Board officials, through a group of amateur 
astronomers who are employed at Shirley’s Bay, have made available to 
members of the Society the facilities at "Quiet Site" on the shores of the 
Ottawa River... Peter Mackinnon, December 1966.
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BAUSCH & LOMB TELESCOPES 
4000 & 8000

Reg: 1859.00

FOCUS SCIENTIFIC (1975) LTD.
596 RIDEAU ST. OTTAWA 

FOCUS SCIENTIFIC 
FREE CUSTOMER PARKING

CALL BETWEEN 10 AM AND 6 PM 236-7767

BINOCULARS AND TELESCOPES - OVER 100 MODELS IN STOCK 
HIGH GRADE PLOSSL OCULARS: $99.95 
6* FULL FEATURE NEWTONIAN: $699.95 

AGFRACHROM 100C IN  STOCK 
KONICA 3200 SOON

NEW CELSTRON ACCESSORY CATALOGUES

WE WILL MATCH ANY 
CANADIAN STOCKING DEALER'S PRICES
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JOINING THE CLUB Frank Evraire

It all began on October 4, 1957. The Russians had launched Sputnik I, 
and I, along with everyone else, turned my eyes and thoughts to the 
heavens.

I had often thought it would be nice to own a telescope and this event 
seemed to push me into the idea of purchasing a telescope.

At my place of work, Bill Dey suggested to me that a Dr. Fred Lossing 
of the RASC was about to launch a series of lectures on building a 
’scope, would I like to come along?

I was present at the monthly meeting in November and was introduced to 
Dr. Lossing. I paid my five dollars for membership and was introduced 
to other members at that meeting. If I can recall correctly about five of 
us decided to build our own telescopes.

Some of the members at that time whom I can remember were Stan 
Mott, Earl Dudgeon, Col. John Stairs, Geo and Dan Brunton, Dr. Ian 
Halliday, and Rick Salmon to whom I had the pleasure of presenting the 
"Observer of the Year" award.

The membership at that time was divided into two sections: those who 
were interested in the theory end of astronomy, and the Observers’ 
Group.

Membership in the Observers’ Group consisted of about 50 to 60 
members, half of whom were "regulars" at monthly meetings.

Monthly meetings were held on the first Saturday of every month. The 
chairman was responsible for an agenda that included talks on a variety 
of subjects. Every once in a while a special guest was invited.

Field trips were held on a number of occasions. I remember attending a 
"get-together" at Bill Dey’s home, travelling out to Spring Hill to 
observe meteor showers, and being called to the "Observatory" to view 
Pluto.

This month will mark the 25th anniversary of Astro Notes. My heartiest 
congratulations to all the contributors and Editors, as well as George 
Brunton, the originator and first editor.
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REVISITING THE EDITOR’S DESK OF 1968 Peter MacKinnon

When I became the interim editor for Astronotes, the Ottawa Centre had 
just completed one of its most successful observing years as a group. It 
was at a zenith point in observational astronomy that ranged from the 
highly regarded meteor observing program through to intensive solar, 
variable star and deep sky observational activities. A Messier race was in 
full swing. The likes of Rick Lavery, Les MacDonald, Doug O’Brien, 
Ken Hewitt-White, Dan Brunton, Rick Salmon, John Conville, Peter 
Ryback, Steve Kipp, Chris Martin, Steve Craig, Tom Tothill, and the 
omnipresent Fred Lossing and Stan Mott, were the tour de force of the 
Observers’ Group. The Small Dome at the Dominion Observatory and 
the Quiet Site at Shirley’s Bay were nodes of intense; activity. Both 
Observers’ Group and Centre Meetings were still being held at the 
Geophysical Building, adjacent to the Dominion Observatory.

On reviewing the issues of Astronotes that I shepherded to press in the 
winter and spring of 1968 (for at that time we did not publish in the 
summer months) I was struck by the commonality of issues, 
circumstances, and events that have been the characteristic bonds that 
have held the Centre together over the years. These include the amiable 
and enduring links between local amateurs and professionals; the need to 
communicate among both Centre members and a broader constituency 
including National Office, other centres and the public; and camaraderie 
for a cause, be it competition for a Centre award or participation in 
occultation timings. During this period a number of enduring "policies" 
were established -  notable among them were the introduction of summer 
meetings of the Observers’ Group, the establishment of a Centre Service 
Award and a Centre proposal to National Office to launch a national 
newsletter.

Astronotes has been to date, at least for me, the collective voice and 
reflection of people, events and issues that have been the essence of the 
Ottawa Centre for the past twenty-five years. For a brief period during 
my university days, I had the honour to be editor. Back then, it only cost 
three cents an issue for postage! May the next twenty-five years of 
Astronotes be as illustrious and informative as the first quarter century 
has been.

* * *

STOP PRESS!! The sixteen-inch mirror blank has arrived... Tom Tothill, 
May, 1969.
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The 16-Inch Telescope: Yesterday and Today. The photo on the left 
shows the telescope at North Mountain Observatory, the photo on the 
right shows it installed at Indian River Observatory. Note the 
disappearance of the Aero-Ektar lens, and the addition of the electronic 
displays.
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MY LIFE AS AN AMATEUR ASTRONOMER Rolf Meier

I joined the RASC in 1969. My neighbor, Doug Beaton, owned an 8-inch 
telescope and had been a member for several years. I was very happy to 
find out about the RASC from him. I have enjoyed the Observers’ Group 
meetings ever since.

The big thing in those days was making minors. I ordered a 6-inch 
mirror kit, and by the spring of 1970,I was drawing Jupiter. As I recall, 
making that 6-inch telescope was very inexpensive. The mirror kit was 
$11.95 from Edmund Scientific -  with a Canadian dollar that was also a 
U.S. dollar. I opted for a $9.95 Kellner eyepiece. I didn’t want to spend 
$13.95 for a fancy Orthoscopic! Fred Lossing aluminized mirrors for 
$1.00 an inch. Proceeds went to the 16-inch telescope fund.

The 16-inch telescope was installed at North Mountain Observatory in 
1971. The Observatory soon became a focal point for members’ 
activities outside of the meetings. The other observing site, Quiet Site, 
became much less active. In fact, I went to North Mountain a great deal 
over the next few years, and hardly at all to Quiet Site.

I first attended Stellafane in 1971, accompanying the 16-inch telescope. I 
also brought my recently-made 8-inch telescope, foolishly thinking it 
may win a prize. It didn’t, but the 16-inch won third prize for optics. 
Why not first prize? I believe the atmosphere was partly to blame. The 
larger the aperture of a telescope, the smaller the chances of obtaining 
steady seeing to the limit of the telescope’s resolution. And on August 
14, 1971, in Vermont, the 6-inch telescopes did better.

The other members of the Observers’ Group were gods to me in the early 
days. I suspect that newer members may now feel the same when they 
first come to our meetings. To me, the top god was Fred Lossing. He 
knew everything and had done it all. The lesser gods included Tom 
Tothill, Art Fraser, Ken Hewitt-White, Allen Miller, Rob Dick, Rick 
Lavery, Ted Bean and Chris Martin. These names will mean little to 
some of our newer members. Some of my gods have died, some have 
moved away and others just faded into the past.

In September, 1971, I gave my first presentation at an Observers’ Group 
Meeting, with slides I had taken. Colour astrophotography was a novelty, 
and the new 16-inch telescope gave very impressive results. It was so 
much better than the smaller telescopes amateurs had used before. Over 
the next few years, I spent a lot of time photographing everything in 
sight (and not) with the 16-inch and Aero-Ektar lens. I and other 
members impressed the audience with these photographs. Of course,
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North Mountain Observatory. The original observatory site featured 
some beautiful trees to the north -  not mountains! Photo by Fred 
Lossing.
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these types of pictures are now routine with the faster colour films now 
available.

I very much looked forward to receiving Astronotes at the meetings. It 
was a wealth of information on astronomy. It contained humour, with 
Tom Tothill’s "Schlossing Saga". Astronotes made me feel a part of the 
Centre’s activities. It was as if members were talking to me directly 
about what was going on.

By 1973, I was really "into" astronomy and it was the most important 
aspect of my life. In the spring, Ottawa hosted the General Assembly. I 
found this first G.A. of mine really enjoyable, the first of many I was to 
attend. The group participation in those days was really great Perhaps it 
was the generation, or the times, or just that bunch of people; we did a 
lot of group activities. We went to the observatory, to conventions, to 
Quiet Site and to moon rocket launchings, always in a group of 4 , 5 or 6.

But time moves on. In 1973 Tom Tothill and Ken Hewitt-White moved 
to Vancouver. I took over as Astronotes editor, a role which I continued 
until last year. During 1976 and 1977, however, Jon Buchanan was 
editor. Those were my final years in university and I needed more free 
time. Not that Astronotes takes that long, but it does take specific time. 
Articles come in at the deadline and it has to be done by a certain time 
that weekend to make it to the printer. That is why I have again found it 
necessary to pass on the duties of editor. Also, I think it was time for 
some fresh new ideas. Doug has shown how well that has worked out.

When the 16-inch first came into service, I noticed that it gave really 
good views of faint objects. In particular, I was able to observe some 
rather faint comets, which I never would have dreamed of trying for with 
an 8-inch telescope. And so I had an idea. I wrote a very persuasive 
article for Astronotes proposing a comet searching program. Tom 
Tothill, who was editor then, condensed the article and it lost much of its 
impact. However, I was, of course, not deterred from my goal. I 
discussed my technique with John Bortle (a foreign god) at an AAVSO 
meeting. Now, he didn’t know me, and so he thought I must be a nut I 
told him how I was using a 16-inch telescope up in Canada to hunt for 
comets. This was in 1975. Well, he came down hard on me. Obviously, 
he told me, a 16-inch is far too big. It has too narrow a field of view; it’s 
too hard to manoeuvre; comets need wide-angle sweeping; you could 
never cover enough sky with a 16-inch; there is nothing to be 
gained -  you’ll spend thousands of hours... and on he went. I went back 
to Ottawa just as determined to prove him wrong. And after 50 hours in 
2-1/2 years, I did. And so I learned, and taught, that there is still new 
ground to be broken by the amateur.
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During my time as an amateur astronomer, I have seen interest wax and 
wane in all branches of the hobby. There have been highs and lows in 
mirror making, meteor observing, radio astronomy, eclipse chasing, 
planetary observing, deep sky, lunar, variable stars, and so on. I am not 
worried if there seems to be a lull in somebody’s favorite subject just 
now. Stick around and your time will come, and you may discover 
interests you didn’t know you had. Check out our library, one of the 
Centre’s most valuable assets. Keep coming to meetings (early enough to 
get a seat). Consider writing an article for Astronotes. Come out of your 
shell and give a talk at a meeting. I’ve seen it happen. Shy people 
become good speakers because the audience is interested. This makes 
them better able to face a hostile crowd later in life. This is especially 
great for the younger members.

My predictions for the future?

As light pollution increases, and as memory of the moon landings and 
planetary probes fades, interest in the planets will pick up. This will be 
reflected in the instrumentation. A bad pun, because the refractor will 
make a comeback. Quality of workmanship will be stressed as telescope 
making again becomes popular. A light bucket will be considered less 
desirable than a fine optical system, such as an apochromatic refractor or 
long-focus reflector. Amateurs will likely buy the optics and probably 
many mechanical parts. However, sophisticated refinements such as 
automation will be left up to the tinkerer. Astrophotography will 
continue to be popular, as telephoto lenses and fast films will give 
excellent results on portable equipment. Many amateurs will re-discover 
variable stars (and maybe novae?). Individual activities will continue to 
be more common than group activities.

So, that is my shot in the dark, on a clear, moonless night. Time will 
prove me right or wrong. Anyway, do try and enjoy astronomy as much 
as I have.

* * *

Dr. Lossing and I tried various sites out of town for deep sky work and 
found the NRC meteor observatory at Springhill to be as close to town as 
you can be to have a really dark sky. Now there is a possibility that we 
may be given a key there and perhaps even to leave telescopes. There is 
even a move afoot to build something really big as a group 
project -  sixteen inches might be feasible... Tom Tothill, Nov., 1968.

27 25th Anniversary ASTRONOTES December 1987



UNOFFICIAL METEORS Jon Buchanan

This issue is devoted to reminiscing about the past history of Astronotes 
and the RASC. There are many special events and special friends that 
stick out in my mind from my association with the Observers’ group. 
None of this might have happened if not for a case of mistaken identity.

It was 1969 and the Perseid meteor shower was building in strength. Les 
MacDonald was meteor coordinator and was looking for experienced 
observers. He had most of the observers needed and was looking at the 
members’ list, when he came across the name of someone who had 
observed the previous year and who had become "official" (someone 
who knows how to observe meteors). He called to see if this person 
wanted to observe the Perseids.

It is a strange feeling to know that somewhere out there, there is 
someone who has your name. This coincidence is how several decades 
of friendships started for me. I had been a member of the group for 
nearly two years and had sat in the audience, absorbed in the activities of 
these observers. So when Les called and asked if I wanted to observe the 
Perseids from Quiet Site, I said yes. Les made arrangements to pick me 
up, and the only thing I was told was to bring a sleeping bag.

Quiet Site is a research site run by the Department of Communications at 
Shirley’s Bay. It is an area of "radio quiet" for the radio receivers used 
out there. The Observers’ Group had permission to use the site for 
observing. The site was located in a wide field on a small hill with a flat 
top. On the top was an octagonal construction called the Meteor Coffins. 
These were not containers used to store meteors that the group found but, 
instead, was an observing platform that resembled either a flower with 
its petals opening up, or a UFO. The petal backs were to lean back on, 
while you lay with your feet pointed into the centre. The centre was 
covered and heated. Heating in summer was useful as dew would chill 
any observer after only a few hours, and in winter it was a lifesaver. The 
observer’s head and arms stuck out from the central covering and were 
free to observe and write, as required. At this time the sky out near Quiet 
Site was almost pitch-black, Ottawa being a faint glow about 10 degrees 
high to the east. When seated, you would be looking at a point 45 
degrees above the horizon and have a field of view stretching from left to 
right and from zenith to horizon, all without having to move more than 
your eyes. Because of the strategic arrangement of each station, 
observers to your right and left would see meteors in your area, and you 
would see ones in theirs. This overlapping of observations allowed 
comparison estimates for meteors, which increased the reliability of the 
observations.
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This was the first time I had sat down and really looked at the night sky 
in earnest -  the view was spectacular. I was assigned a position (west) 
and given an International Geophysical Year star map that showed the 
constellations and identified some "standard stars". These standards have 
magnitudes printed beside them, and are used as comparison stars for 
estimating the brightness of meteors. Armed with this knowledge, I was 
thrust forward into the duties of an official meteor observer. I was new to 
observing the sky and could make out some of the constellations. I found 
and memorized several standard star magnitudes and I learned that 
whenever I spotted a meteor, I was to shout out "TIME!". Then, when 
asked by the recorder, I was to tell him the observation in what sounded 
like a code of some sort.

The night started slowly, as it was early (11:00 or so) and a week before 
the Perseid maximum. I studied the chart, memorized the standards, and 
listened to the others as dew fell on my face. Observing meteors can be a 
slow and boring activity if nothing is happening. Observers have been 
known to fall asleep on duty. There is usually a steady stream of jokes 
and story telling going on in the quiet periods to keep everyone awake. 
As the evening wore on, some observers became suspicious after I had 
failed to call some meteors in my field of view. Still unsure as to what 
was going on, and not wanting to admit it, I started estimating some of 
the meteors. My inexperience caught up with me when, still not 
understanding how to call observations, I called out, "A 2 Non Perseid!". 
This brought confused comments from some and the recorder asked 
which was it. I did not know, at the time, that "non" meant "non-shower" 
and had thought it meant "zero", as in "two point zero". After several 
requests to clarify it, I let it go as a "non", and puzzled myself as to what 
was going on. I was still trying to figure out what I had said that was 
wrong when someone asked if I had ever observed before. I admitted 
that this was my first time and the confusion about mistaken identity was 
uncovered, to everyone’s amusement. With the confusion out in the 
open, the others were only too happy to explain what was going on, how 
observing was done, and the observing session continued until twilight. I 
was invited back the next night and the rest is history.

This was the start of my active participation in the Observers’ Group, 
and to this day I am the only unofficial official meteor observer!

* * *

Moving the Observatory. A group of members grapple with the 
observatory roof in preparation for the move from North Mountain 
Observatory to Indian River Observatory. Photo courtesy Fred Lossing.
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First printed in May, 1974 Astronotes.

When my wife and I came to Ottawa in 1942, we were fortunate in 
meeting Mr. Hoyes Lloyd through mutual friends. After making 
acquaintance with him, we found that he had many interests outside of 
his professional work as ornithologist. These included astronomy and an 
active part in the Ottawa Centre of the RASC. He is now (1974) the 
Centre’s Honorary President. From time to time during the next few 
years, we attended some of the public lectures given by the Centre and I 
recall such subjects as Magnetism by Madill, Seismology by Hodgson, 
and Population Studies of Animals by Mclulich. Astronomers of the 
Dominion Observatory that I recall were: Stewart, the Dominion 
Astronomer, McLenahan, Delury, O’Connor, Henderson, and Miss 
Burland. The only amateur astronomer I met was Steadman, a statistician 
at the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, who was making a 6-inch reflector.

In 1951, I was persuaded to serve on the Council and in 1956, as 
President of the Centre. Several years before coming to Ottawa, I had 
made a 5-inch mirror as a member of the Vancouver Centre. This had 
not been used for several years, was not mounted, and was in wrappings 
in a trunk. On April 17, 1952, W. M. Cameron had presented a lecture to 
the Ottawa Centre entitled "Construction and Use of a Small Telescope". 
Such talks, and discussion with others with similar interests stimulated 
my desire to re-assemble my telescope, and to view the heavens once 
more.

It seemed that the time was auspicious to encourage such interests both 
within the Centre and without. Letters were circulated to members of the 
Centre and to others interested in telescope optics. One written on March 
2 5 , 1954, reports on a meeting held at my home on March 6 and gives a 
list of those of the Amateur Telescope Making group. These are: Ballon, 
Beaudry, Cameron, Covington, Fish, Grant, Henderson, Holbrook, 
Lossing, Medd, Perkins, Stevenson, Tanner, Torrington, and Weir. 
Subsequent meetings were held to exchange views and to develop some 
organization. The original name was not satisfactory since it neglected 
the use of the telescope. As I recall, it was Orr’s suggestion of 
"Observer’s Group" which was finally chosen, and Grant agreed to 
represent the Group at Council meetings. The question of formal 
organization within the Centre stimulated much discussion which lead to 
several readings of the constitution of the Centre. Without doubt the 
aims of the amateur group were within the reference terms of the 
constitution, namely to "promote intercourse between those interested in

SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF THE OBSERVERS’ GROUP OF
THE OTTAWA CENTRE OF THE RASC Arthur E. Covington
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the various fields of astronomical study," and membership was covered 
by the article which read, "The section shall consist of members who are 
actively engaged in astronomical work or in work allied thereto, or who 
are interested therein". However, on pursuing the remaining articles, 
there appeared to be no means whereby the group could function within 
the Centre. Council meetings were held and in time the constitution was 
revised whereby "the Centre may establish any committee or groups for 
definite purposes, such as the Observer’s Group".

After this recognition of the group, they have been very active. In 1956, 
the Secretary, L. G. Miller reported to the Annual Meeting, "There is a 
very active Observer’s Group, numbering about 30, which meets the first 
Saturday of each month. A field trip to the Solar Noise Observatory in 
South Gloucester was enjoyed; five members took part in the public 
lecture on Mars; and on September 5, seven or eight members brought 
their telescopes to the Dominion Observatory to enable everyone to have 
a look at Mars through a variety of telescopes. A number of the members 
spent one night meteor observing, in cooperation with the NRC, during 
the Perseid Meteor Shower."

The Mars evening was clear and well attended. It was very instructive to 
see Mars through the various telescopes. On another occasion, I recall 
that the group had a stand for telescopes at the Ottawa Central Exhibition 
to enable the general public to view the full moon. For many years, the 
Centre held its public meetings at the Victoria Museum. Although this 
place is well known, downtown and centrally located, the auditorium is 
too large for the small attendance of most lectures. When the 
Geophysical Building on the grounds of the Dominion Observatory was 
completed about 1956, the Library Assembly room seemed more 
suitable for the activities of the Centre. The possibilities of a suitable 
arrangement were discussed with the astronomers and finally through the 
courtesy of Dr. Beals, permission for the use of the room was given.

These are some recollections about the beginning of the Observers’ 
Group. It has grown and prospered under the care and guidance of both 
amateur and professional astronomers.

* * *

Stan Mott has been librarian for the Ottawa Centre since 1956!

* * *

The December, 1963 issue was mailed with a 2 cent stamp...
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THE OBSERVERS’ GROUP AWARDS, ETC. Frank Roy

In January/February of 1982, Ted Bean published a complete list of all 
the winners of the Observers’ Group awards: the Merit Award, the 
Observer of the Year Award, and the Variable Star Award.

In 1984, the first "Best Article of the Year" award was given to Linda 
Meier for her article on the sun which appeared in the May 1984 issue of 
Astronotes.

I believe it is time to update these lists. Also included is a complete list 
of all the Observers’ Group Chair-persons since the group was founded 
by Art Covington in March of 1954.

Merit Award

1987 Art Fraser 1972 Stan Mott, Ken Perrins
1984 Ken Tapping 1971 Bill Dey, Tom Tothill
1983 Robin Molson 1970 Fred Lossing
1977 Robert Dick, Peter MacKinnon 1968 Les MacDonald

Observer of the Year Award

1987 Doug George 1975 Doug Welch
1986 Frank Roy 1974 Cathy Hall
1985 Paul Comision 1973 Doug Welch
1984 Linda Meier 1972 Ken Hewitt-White
1983 Sandy Ferguson 1971 Rolf Meier
1982 Frank Roy 1970 Allen Miller
1981 Rob Dick 1969 Ken Hewitt-White
1979 Frank Roy 1968 Steve Craig
1978 Rolf Meier 1967 Rick Lavery
1977 Rob Dick 1966 Les MacDonald
1976 Doug Welch 1965 Rick Salmon

Variable Star Award

1984 Linda Meier 1974 Cathy Hall
1981 Rolf Meier 1973 Rob McCallum
1980 Rolf Meier 1972 Cathy Hall
1979 Rob McCallum 1971 Jon Buchanan
1978 Frank Roy 1970 Ken Hewitt-White
1976 Doug Welch 1969 Ken Hewitt-White
1975 Doug Welch
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Best Article of the Year Award

1987 Paul Comision 1985 David Lauzon
1986 David Monoogian 1984 Linda Meier

Observers’ Group Chair-person
1987-88 Sandy Ferguson 1968 Dan Brunton
1985-86 Doug George 1967 Tom Tothill
1984 Gary Susick 1966 Archie Gillieson
1982-83 Rolf Meier 1965 Frank Evraire
1981 Brian Burke 1964 Jack Horwood
1979-80 Rob Dick 1963 B il l  Dey
1978 Peter MacKinnon 1962 L en  Orr
1977 Art Fraser 1961 Earl Dudgeon
1976 Doug Somers/Art Fraser 1960 Fred Lossing
1975 Cathy Hall 1959 Bill Cameron
1974 Ted Bean 1958 John Stairs
1973 Ken Hewitt-White 1957 L en  Orr
1972 Tom Tothill 1956 Gordon Grant
1970-71
1969

Rick Lavery 
Fred Lossing

1954-55 Art Covington
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The Observers’ Group was unanimously in favour of bringing to the 
attention of the National Council, via the Ottawa Council, and to the 
General Assembly in Calgary, a recommendation for an urgent study of 
the Society’s communications, with a view to provide some form of 
National Newsletter either by enlargement of the Journal or as a 
separate publication, to reach all members of the Society regularly... 
Tom Tothill, May, 1968.

* * *

Attracted by the names "North Mountain" and "South Mountain" on the 
map, we took all the back roads in the area and finally found ourselves at 
the site where a group of us had attempted a lunar graze observation one 
bitterly cold December 30th. Beside the road was a sign "For Sale, 60 
acres" and we found that the owner (Mel Forbes) lived in Hallville only 
a mile or two away... he thought he could fix us up with a site on a ten 
year lease... The site will be called North Mountain Observatory... Tom 
Tothill, November, 1970.

* * *

Is a clock made for the moon a Luni-tick? Tom Tothill, February 1971.

* * *

The big news this month is that John Conville... organized the Ottawa 
Centre’s first successful graze expedition, on his very first try ... So far 
as we know this is the second successful graze expedition in Canada. 
About three months ago the Calgary Centre joined Edmonton for a graze 
and two observers got timings. We did better, with four observers getting 
good sets of timings -  each with several "outs" and "ons", eighteen in 
all... Tom Tothill, March 1971.

* * *

The IRO Radio Interferometer (previous page). This rack houses the 
electronics of the IRORI. A chart recorder at left records signals received 
by the two large antennae located in the field near the observatory. Photo 
by Doug George.
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Cartoon courtesy Walter Scott Houston
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We observers gaily welcomed in 
The bright New Year of ’73 
But none among us could forecast 
The sad events so soon to be.
How Tothill went and left us 
To us he was a pillar.
Soon after him went Kenneth 
To be followed by our Miller.
But lest in our thoughts we feel bereft 
Let us think of the memories they’ve left.

With their lenses turned to a clear night sky 
They’ve viewed the Planets whirling by. 
Eclipses of the moon and Sun 
Occultations and Grazes they done.

They’ve seen Meteor hail, Auroral drapes 
And Comet tails of many shapes.
Their greatest work, they taught us how to See 
How could we e’er forget that memory.

They were there, in the Rocket glare, 
Heard the deep earth-shaking thunder. 
As a flash of light lit up the night 
Saw how the sky was split asunder.

Ted Bean, February, 1974.

* * *

Why not search for new comets with the 16"? Many comets of the last 
few years have been found by Japanese amateurs with average size 
reflectors on city rooftops. As we have a telescope very large by amateur 
standards under one of the darkest skies accessible near a large city, 
maybe we can, with persistence, compete with the compact imports... 
Rolf Meier, January, 1972.

* * *

True to the amateur form there was a last-minute panic over the 
disappearing scissors and the defective light socket, but all was resolved 
before too long. Walter Scott Houston presaged his ’snip’ with some 
well chosen remarks contrasting our "highway to a billion light years" 
with some of the less desirable of modem public road works... Now, 
who is going to be the first to discover something new and significant 
with this fine instrument? The winter is likely to provide more 
opportunities for uncrowded observation than any other time... Tom 
Tothill on the opening of North Mountain Observatory, November 1971.

* * *

Art Covington’s article first appeared in the 100th issue of Astronotes.
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ABOUT THE COVER

The front cover photograph shows the 16-inch telescope being rolled out 
for "first light". From Left to Right are Gordy Grummitt, John Conville, 
and Tom Tothill. At the time, the telescope did not have a tube. Later 
additions also included the guide telescope, Aero-Ektar lens, and the 
setting circles. The photograph was taken by Fred Lossing, in March of 
1971.

The back cover shows a fairly recent photograph taken with the 16-inch 
telescope, of the Orion Nebula. The Orion Nebula is a huge cloud of gas 
and dust within which new stars are being formed. The 10 minute 
exposure was taken by Doug George in January, 1986, on Fujichrome 
400D film.
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