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Ottawa Centre, Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
The Ottawa Centre is one of twenty Centres comprising the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada -  an organization dedicated to the 
advancement of astronomy and allied sciences. The society dates back to 
1868, and acquired its present name in 1903; the Ottawa Centre was the 
first established outside of Toronto, in 1906.

Membership is open to anyone interested in astronomy. The Ottawa 
Centre has a number of facilities which are available to members. The 
Indian River Observatory houses an excellent 16-inch telescope, as well 
as a 10-inch instrument and a large radio telescope. All of the equipment 
was built by members.

The Ottawa Centre also operates a comprehensive astronomical library. 
Several hundred books are available to members at no charge.

Members of the RASC receive the society’s renowned yearbook, the 
Observers’ Handbook, as well as the bi-monthly Journal and the 
National Newsletter. Members of the Ottawa Centre also receive this 
publication, Astronotes, which serves to keep the membership informed 
about upcoming events, recent astronomical observations, and members’ 
activities. Membership in the Ottawa Centre costs $25 for regular 
members, or $15 for junior members (under 18 years).

People interested in joining the Ottawa Centre can do so at any meeting. 
Observers’ Group meetings are held regularly at 8:00 pm on the first 
Friday of each month, in room 3001 of the NRC building at 100 Sussex 
Drive. Additional Centre Meetings with guest lecturers are announced as 
they are scheduled.

No Astronotes Next Month. September Articles are due Aug. 29.
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EVENT HORIZONS Sandy Ferguson

Note that this list includes July and August since Astronotes will not be 
published in August. Following this list there is a report on the May 
members’ starnight, and more detailed information on specific upcoming 
events.

July 9/10 Tour o f the Ottawa River Solar Observatory -  First day clear. 
For more information see below.

July 16 Annual Picnic -  IRO. For more information see below.

July 16/17 Tour o f the Ottawa River Solar Observatory -  Alternate dates.
For more information see below.

A ugust 5 O bservers' Group M eeting -  100 Sussex Drive, Room 3001,
8:00 pm.

August 5/6 Starfest '88 -  The annual camping/observing weekend hosted by 
the North York Astronomical Association. Located at Mount Forest 
near Guelph, Ontario. Plan to attend!

August 13 Second Annual M em bers’ Camp-out -  Lac Phillipe: camping, 
cookout, and an all-night Perseid meteor session!!

August 12/13 53rd Stellafane Convention -  Amateur telescope maker’s 
convention in Springfield, Vermont.

Septem ber 2 O bservers’ Group M eeting -  100 Sussex Drive, Room 3001, 
8:00 pm.

Tour of the Ottawa River Solar Observatory

As announced at the June meeting of the Observers’ Group, Dr. Vic 
Gaizauskas of the National Research Council has very kindly agreed to 
give members of our Centre a tour of the solar telescope facility at 
Shirley’s Bay.

The best visits to the solar scope include views of the sun through the 
telescope and for that reason are very weather dependent. Dr. Gaizauskas 
has suggested that we opt for the first day that has an all-clear forecast 
24 hours in advance. He is available on July 9,10,16 or 17 at 11:00 am.

If anyone is interested in being part of the tour of the solar observatory, 
please let me know as soon as possible. We will contact you when we 
know what date would be favourable.
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Annual Picnic -  July 16

The Ottawa Centre’s annual picnic is being held at IRO (map elsewhere 
in this issue) on the above date. Come out anytime late in the afternoon 
of the 16th, if the weather is favourable. Bring your grub and frisbee and, 
of course, your observing equipment. The mandatory carrot cake will be 
provided (for the uninitiated, carrot cake is the astronomer’s perfect 
food, providing sugar for energy to withstand endless observing sessions 
and loads of carrots for acute vision!). The dark hours will be spent 
observing through various instruments -  notably the 16". Besides the 
Milky Way and all the wonderful summer objects available, Mars will be 
very impressive!

If you need a lift, please contact David or myself, we will work 
something out. Make sure you are well dressed -  even in summer, it is 
important that you be warm! Dress for winter, you can always take it off.

Second Annual Lac Phillipe Campout -  August 13 David Monoogian

The NCC has again agreed to give our Centre the use of one of its group 
camping sites at Lac Phillipe to hold our all-night campout and 
observing session. In return, Centre members set up their scopes so 
members of the public camping at the park that night can also indulge in 
a bit of sky-gazing. This year the event coincides nicely with new moon 
and the peak of the Perseid meteor shower, one of the best meteor 
displays of the year. Therefore, there will be a meteor observing session 
arranged (contact Rick Crook for details: 224-8390) and anyone 
interested in being part of the fun is welcome. Meteor observing is a 
terrific way of getting to know the sky, if you are new to astronomy.

There will be no camping charge to our members and their families for 
this campout, but we will be required to show our membership cards at 
the Lac Phillipe entrance to Gatineau Park.

So come on out to the park whenever it is convenient for you during the 
afternoon. Leave lots of time for a swim and your picnic supper before 
setting up your tent. We will have signs indicating our group camping 
area. Bring your sleeping bag and cot if you plan on meteor observing.

For this event, the Club d’Astronomie Nicolas Gatineau (CANG), the 
Gatineau astronomy club recently formed by our Centre member, Daniel 
Rollin, will be joining us, so we should have a good number of 
telescopes and interested participants.
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LETTERS

Dear Doug,

Back from a 6 month trip -  West Coast, Tucson, and as far south as 
Oaxaca in Mexico -  to tackle a Niagara of mail. Delighted you liked 
the cartoon well enough to use it. May I possibly have a second copy of 
that Astronotes (December 1987) so I can send it to the artist. I am sure she 
will be impressed.

For myself -  impressed and grateful that you remembered that speech I 
gave so long ago and happy to have my name also appear on your 
historical 25th Anniversary issue. That is really something.

In the same mail was a letter from Ken Hewitt-White... I think the first 
letter ever from him. I have always admired him from afar.

Your issue is as much a credit to you as is the 25 year record of the 
group. I know of no comparable achievement except the Milwaukee 
Astronomical Society (and that was only because I was a founding 
member).

Say hello to all my friends, including "top God" Lossing and "4-comet" 
Meier, and pass on to the group my awe and respect for an unbelievable 
mess of observers.

Walter Scott Houston

Thank you for your letter. It’s too bad Astronotes does not date back far enough to 
cover the entire 82 year history of the Ottawa Centre, but it certainly does cover most 
of the history of the Observers’ Group! I will send you a complete set of the Observers’ 
Group Flashback series of articles at the end of the year. I’m sure you’ll enjoy Ken's 
second article in the series, elsewhere in this issue -Ed.
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Perceptor
Brownsville Junction Plaza 

Bo x 38, Suite 204 
Schomberg, Ontario L0G1T0

On Hwy 27 , 1 /2 mile south of Hwy 9 
Enter by the blue door off the courtyard 

mid-way along the plaza.

A stronom ical T e lesco p es  
and A cce sso r ie s

S p e c ia lize d  Equipment
F i lte r s  (N ebular, S o la r , H -A lpha) 

Computer-Aided Tracking M echanism s 
Image In t e n s i f ie s ,  Photom eters 

Cold C am eras, CCD Cam eras  
H ypersensitizing  K its  

O bservatory Domes, P lanetarium s
Spotting Scopes, B in o cu la rs  

Photographic Equipment 
B o o k s ,  C h a r t s ,  P o s t e r s

Phone Orders & Inform ation : 
( 4 16 ) 939-2313  

New Showroom Hours:
Wednesdays - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm 

Thursdays - 10:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Fridays - 10:00 am to 8:00 pm 

Saturdays - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Other times by arrangement

EVERYTHING 
FOR THE 

AMATEUR 
ASTRONOMER

From:

Astro-Physics • Questar 
Meade ♦ Celestron 

TeleVue ♦ Bausch & Lomb 
Unitron • Vernonscope 

Sky Optical • Telescopic s 
Star Instruments • Parks 
Takahashi • R.V.R. Optical 
Coulter • Jason • Tasco 

Edmund Scientific

Lumicon • Daystar 
Tuthill • Thousand Oaks 

Byers • Kufeld ("Telrad") 
Purus Astro-Mechanism 

Jim's Mobile ("Moto focus") 
Ruby Optics • Optelco 

Nova • University Optics

R.T.I. (The "CAT") 
Astro Computer Control

Astro Link • Optec

L.T.I. ( " S ta r lab")
Ash Dome • Observadome 

Kinard ("Hexadome")

Zeiss • Leitz • Bushnell 
Steiner • Swarovski 

Swift • Carton • Fujinon

Nikon • Olympus • Pentax 
Manfrotto • Gitzo 

Davis & Sanford • Linhof

all major publishers
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NEWS FROM VICTORIA Doug George

I have just returned from the General Assembly in Victoria -  just in 
time to prepare this issue of Astronotes. I also have some exciting news!

The 1990 General Assembly is going to be hosted by the Ottawa 
Centre! Since the GA was last held in Ottawa in 1973, we are certainly 
due for one. This GA will also celebrate the Centennial of the national 
RASC organization.

I would like to thank Rob McCallum for his work in preparing the 
submission to National Council, and Canada’s Capitol Visitors & 
Convention Bureau for the beautiful package they assembled for us.

Although it is two years away, a lot of work has to be done to prepare for 
a General Assembly. We will be looking for a number of volunteers to 
help out in many capacities. If you are interested, please let me know.

Another news item is that our Honourary President, Dr. Jack Locke, has 
been awarded the prestigious Service Award of the RASC. 
Unfortunately Jack was unable to attend the GA to receive his award due 
to an illness. We all wish him a speedy recovery, and our heartfelt 
congratulations on this award!

At this GA, Mary Gray stepped down as National RASC President, to 
be replaced by another Ottawa Centre member, LLoyd Higgs. A great 
vote of thanks goes to Mary for her hard work in the last two years. 
Damien Lemay, a member of the Quebec Centre, and up to recently our 
Observers’ Group Variable Star Coordinator, is now 1st Vice-President. 
At the end of the year, Jeremy Tatum will take over from RASC 
Journal editor Alan Batten.

The joint meeting of the RASC, ASP, and WAA in Victoria was a great 
success. The exhausting schedule of talks, displays, and other events was 
well worth the trip. I particularly enjoyed meeting old and new friends 
from across Canada and the United States, including: Alister Ling, Doug 
Welch, Ken Hewitt-White, Eric Clinton, Steve Dodson, David Levy, Leo 
Enright, Jack Newton, and far too many more to list!
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I have in my possession the original observer’s log from the Quiet Site, 
and you can’t have it back! It’s a treasure chest of memories for me; a 
delightful, if dilapidated, relic from my years in the Observers’ Group 
that allows me to engage in celestial nostalgia any time I want.

The entry for March 25, 1970 reads: "02:00 hrs: Chris Martin, Ken 
Hewitt-White. Arrived after three hours and five minutes of hitchhiking. 
Here for the comet." Scribbled in giant letters, and superimposed on the 
entry, is something that looks like "WOW!". This ancient and cryptic 
scrawl bears further explanation.

Chris and I had heard about Comet Bennett earlier in the day. It was cold 
and snowy, and despite assurances that a brilliant morning comet was on 
the way, my observing buddies didn’t seem interested in tackling the 
elements to see if it was true. Too bad for me; they had cars and I didn’t. 
Chris being several years my junior, responded eagerly to the reckless 
suggestion of hitchhiking out to Quiet Site in the off chance of a clearing 
trend before dawn.

With our parents none the wise, Chris and I set off, long after dark, on a 
series of cross-town buses, and eventually wound up at the extreme 
western edge of the city. We sat by the roadside and waited -  and 
waited -  and waited -  for a ride. It was cold and blustery and we 
thought we deserved sympathy, and indeed, many motorists did at least 
slow down before passing us. It was well past midnight when Chris came 
up with the brilliant idea of attaching a one dollar bill (all we had) to the 
end of a stick, and allowing it to dangle precariously over the road. 
Though the motorists slowed even more (to check the denomination, no 
doubt), they still didn’t stop. So there we were, shivering in the night, 
our frigid faces expressing gestures of futility and utter stupidity. We 
knew the buses had stopped running, and faced with being past the point 
of no return, we began to walk. As Murphy’s Law would have it, the 
wind had evolved into a strong westerly, and it became bitterly cold. 
Leaning into the brunt of it, we were just barely cheered by the prospect 
of a clearing sky.

I can’t remember the souls who picked us up, but I do recall that the took 
the dollar. They listened incredulously as we explained that we had to 
stop part way to pick up keys at something called the Defense Research 
Board, so that we could in turn, on this night of great wind and blowing 
snow, observe something called Bennett. Though they did stop and wait 
for us to get the keys, they opted against driving out of their way and 
taking us right to the gate. We were deposited at the point where old

THE HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE TO COMET BENNETT Ken Hewitt-White
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highway 17 used to swing away from the dirt road that connected to 
Quiet Site. We walked that, and arrived, as duly noted above, at two in 
the morning. Exhausted, we fell asleep in the tiny warming hut there, and 
set the alarm for an hour before dawn.

So deep and comfortable was the slumber with that cozy little hut, that 
we slept right through the alarm. Perhaps it was my inner conscience that 
sensed this Date with Destiny slipping away, or (more likely) it was the 
cold draft from the one window that wouldn’t latch, but in any event, I 
eventually cracked open an eye and realized that we were only minutes 
away from twilight. Groggy and irritable, I crawled over the comatose 
Chris and peeked out the door. Very cold and very clear, it was. Clad 
only in a T-shirt, jeans and socks, I stepped right outside, like an 
astronaut emerging from his tiny capsule. If only this astronaut had the 
sense to wear a space suit! Instantly, tears welled up in my face because 
of the cold. To my sleep encrusted and bleary eyes, the stars seemed 
blurred and indistinct, and they seemed to be jumping around, too. 
Turning east, I rubbed the tears away, and all the stars crystalized into 
sharp point -  except one. And that one had a tail the length of the Big 
Dipper’s handle!

I can’t recall exactly the nature of the exchange between Chris and me 
after that. But he awoke to my screams, blundered out into the night, and 
quickly saw what I saw. Together we jumped about in the snow, hands 
clasped together, and screamed almost every profanity our tender years 
could muster. There was even time after that to set up my 8" reflector 
(stored on site) and inspect the brilliant nucleus at high power. We 
watched it fade into the dawn, resplendent in the knowledge that we 
were the first in the Group to do so. More importantly, we had done it 
against all odds...can’t say I recommend the method, though.

COSMI-COMICS
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A ROOM WITH A VIEW Fred Lossing

No, not the prize-winning film about true love in Florence, but an 
equally impressive achievement by Rob Dick on the Shores of Big 
Rideau Lake near Rideau Ferry. On the weekend of May 13-15, a 
number of local observers were privileged to visit Rob’s new 
observatory, situated in a large field above the lake. On the night of May 
14/15, Damien Lemay, Bill Dey, and I drove to the observatory. Present 
also there were Cathy (Hall) Cresswell, Jon Buchanan, and, of course, 
Rob. It is really a great set-up and a major boost to astronomical 
observational facilities in eastern Ontario, and I do not mean just 
amateur facilities. The 24" scope Rob has designed and built is, I 
believe, the second largest scope in Canada east of Richmond Hill, 
second only to the scope at Mount Magentic, and to my knowledge the 
largest "amateur” scope in Canada. My apologies to the owner of a large 
one, if it exists (Ottawa Centre member Steve Dodson of Sudbury is presently 
building a 29" telescope -Ed.).

I hope Rob can be persuaded to write an article for Astronotes 
describing his observatory and scope in some detail, so I will describe it 
only briefly. On the ground floor the observatory is much like an 
conventional summer cottage, nicely panelled walls, a pleasant living 
room, a bedroom, and an added feature: a workshop with lathe, milling 
machine, drill press, powered metal saw. This is, everything a telescope 
builder needs right at hand for a quick fix when first thoughts are 
superceded by second thoughts. The upstairs, however, is the Room with 
a View, and what a view it is! The observatory is a cylindrical rotating 
structure, a much simpler structure to build than the conventional 
hemispherical dome, and to my eye, a much more practical design for a 
medium-sized observatory. The 24" mirror has a focal ratio of f/4, and is 
a light-weight structure of fused components. The scope’s mechanical 
structure is a classical Serrurier truss design, rather like our 16" scope, 
with a rotating head for convenient viewing. We were using it in its f/4 
Newtonian configuration at powers from 100X to 600X. Really 
impressive comfort and convenience is available through large 
observatory-style movable steps. In this case the steps are large, about 2" 
thick, and convenient for viewing seated in comfort.

My reaction on seeing M-13 through this scope was about the same as 
my reaction to my first view of M-13 through our newly built 16" scope 
many years ago. Owing to the frailties of age, I couldn’t jump quite as 
high, however. The escalation in light-gathering power was about the 
same: from my 10" to the 16" a factor of about 7/3, and from the 16" to 
the 24" also about a factor of 7/3. In the 24", the cluster almost 
completely filled the field and the definition was superb. Owing to the
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increased diameter, many faint outlines were visible, adding to the 
richness of the cluster. What a view!

M-51, the Whirlpool Galaxy, was next, and here I could see both of the 
spiral arms circling the major nucleus, and one of them tenuously joined 
to the minor nucleus. I could also see a very dark area separating the two 
nuclei, something I had never noticed before.

While all this was going on, sharp-eyed Cathy was spotting no less than 
eight, yes eight, satellites. Believe it or not, four of them passed through 
the "head" of Leo, two in each direction, north and south in polar orbits. 
One of the south-bound ones was fading periodically from magnitude 
4-5 to invisibility. Then suddenly there was a bright flash from it; I 
would estimate the flash at magnitude 2, about the same as the combined 
components of Gamma Leonis. Momentarily some reflective surface on 
the satellite happened to flash sunlight in our direction. All this satellite 
spotting shows that Cathy’s famed ability to spot moving faint objects is 
still in good condition (Question: does meteor spotting develop good 
rifle marksmanship, or is it the reverse?).

Cathy also drew our attention to Comet Liller, easily seen in binoculars 
at mag. 7.4, RA 6hr27, Dec +75°. Although reasonably bright in 
binoculars, it was a grand sight in the 24", looking like Comet Halley 
should have looked. It was easy to find, about 15° west of Polaris at 
22hrs EDT on May 14th.

Next on our list was the bright galaxy NGC 4565, which at 600X crossed 
the full width of the field. The dark lane across the nucleus was quite 
distinct. Then on to M-81 and M-82. The former galaxy is edge on to our 
plane, and in the 24" the longitudinal dark dust lane was strikingly 
evident. The faint arms of M-82, usually only glimpsed, were easily 
seen, revealing the full extent of this object.

And, last but not least, the Ring Nebula at 660X showing the striated 
structure. The seeing was quite turbulent, so the central stars were 
difficult to spot, except occasionally. A marvellous view can be expected 
on a night of steady seeing.

With great reluctance, Bill and Damien were dragged away for the drive 
home, which was enlivened by occasional tunnels of mist. All in all, it 
was one of the great nights. Rob deserves our admiration for an 
outstanding achievement of design and construction. I hope he invites 
me again.
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MAY 14TH MEMBERS’ STARNIGHT Sandy Ferguson

The year’s first starnight for members was held at IRO on the above date and was quite 
successful. The night was mild and windless, the bugs disappeared early, and the sky 
stayed clear for the whole night. About 24 astronomers turned up for the evening, 
mostly newer members and their fam ilies and friends, and a number o f spring and early 
summer objects were observed over the course o f the evening and early morning.

A few planets were around to be observed -  Venus was a large, impressive (and 
bright!) crescent through the 16". Rick Crook was the first to notice Mercury, on one o f 
its better elongations, peering through a gap in the trees low on the horizon. Later on, 
Saturn rose and everyone had a good look at the planet and its satellites through the 16" 
and other scopes on the hill. And, finally, those who stayed around long enough, got a 
view o f Mars after it cleared the trees, early in the morning. Since Mars is at a most 
favourable point for observing this year, a few o f the diehaids did a bit o f sketching o f 
surface detail before morning twilight ruined the view.

A number o f deep sky objects were observed through the 16" and the other scopes. 
Among them were the ever-popular M-13 in Hercules, M-81 & M-82 (in Ursa Major), 
M-65 & 66 and M -95 & M -96 (Leo), some galaxies in the Coma-Virgo area, including 
one o f my own favorites, NGC 4565, the 10th mag. edge-on galaxy, sometimes called 
the "Spindle Galaxy" (we could also see the dust lane). Actually, a lot o f these objects 
didn’t need a scope to be viewed. Some observers just strolled about the hill, with 
binoculars pointed skyward, deftly avoiding the various power cords and other 
paraphernalia that litter the area in the dark o f night and which cause diligent observers 
to crash to the ground or roll off the hill.

To round things out, we saw a good number o f satellites (of the artificial kind), some 
spectacular meteors, and a rather relaxed aurora turned up briefly!

A ll in all, it was a fine night. We w ill be having other members’ starnights this year 
(including the picnic and Lac Phillipe campout -  more on these elsewhere in this 
issue). W e hope that many interested members and their fam ilies and friends w ill come 
join us while the warm weather is here.

Other nights w ill be announced at the O.G. meetings and in Astronotes. If information 
is needed, just contact David Monoogian (827-4260) or m yself (591-3018).

MAY OBSERVERS’ GROUP MEETING Estelle Rother

Vice-Chairperson David Monoogian opened the meeting at 8:10 p.m., 
with several announcements.

Roseanne Mussar showed slides of solar flares, the corona and 
prominences. She reported that observed the sun through welder’s glass 
for about one minute. The sun was very active with many sunspots. She 
described the structure of the sun as a series of layers: the core where
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fusion occurs, the photosphere where sunspots develop, the 
chromosphere, and the corona.

Damien Lemay then talked about three variable stars: R Leonis, R 
Corona Borealis and T Corona Borealis. R Leonis varies in magnitude 
between 6 and 10, with a period of 213 days. R Corona Borealis is 
contrary to most variables. It has a high carbon content and drops in 
magnitude from 6 to 14. T Corona Borealis is a recurrent nova which can 
be observed with a small telescope. At the end of his talk Damien 
showed some slides.

Jack Horwood then described how he used FM radio to detect meteors. 
He selected a spot on the low end of the FM band (90.7 MHz), where 
only hissing is heard. The signal can be recognized by a short burst of 
music mixed in with the hiss.

Rick Crook talked about the April Lyrids, which occurred April 22/23. A 
maximum of 40 meteors/hr were seen on the Thursday night. Sightings 
occurred randomly with periods of up to 20 minutes when there were no 
observations. The Perseid meteors can be observed at Lac Phillipe in 
August (see elsewhere in this issue).

Doug George showed slides taken at IRO. It took a while to finish the 
roll of film since exposures were at least 10 minutes each.

Max Stuart announced that an Astroscan telescope is available 
immediately from the equipment library. Donations to the equipment 
library, even if some maintenance is needed, are welcome. Max then 
described a telescope stand made from ABS pipe.

After thanking members who participated in Astronomy Day at the 
Hazeldean Mall, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. There were 62 
people in attendance, of whom 45 were members.

JUNE OBSERVERS’ GROUP MEETING Estelle Rother

The meeting was opened at 8:10 p.m. with several announcements. The 
IRO star night, held on May 14, was attended by 24 members. Sign-up 
sheets were available for the tour of the solar observatory at Shirley’s 
Bay and for the Lac Phillipe campout. The annual picnic will be held at 
IRO on July 16.

Damien Lemay first showed slides of Mercury, Venus and Jupiter. He 
then described his observations of AF Draconis, using a photometer. His
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determination of the time of minimum magnitude was within 10 minutes 
of the calculated time. He also announced he would be returning to 
Rimouski in July. We will miss him at the Ottawa Centre.

Dave Robinson described a drive corrector which he built. The control 
unit fits in a parka pocket.

Paul Comision discussed the merits of long vs. short focal lengths.

Roseanne Mussar demonstrated inexpensive equipment for solar 
observations. She used flea market binoculars, copper tubing, cardboard 
painted with flat white paint, and a camera tripod. This was covered with 
a black plastic tent. She observed sunspots using welder’s goggles. The 
goggles should only be used for naked eye observing.

Fred Lossing showed slides of his grinding machine. He is working on 
an f/3.3 6-inch mirror and an f/3.8 12-inch mirror.

Max Stuart first described a Schiefspeigler telescope, and unobstructed 
telescope with a concave spherical primary and a convex spherical 
secondary minor, which would be good for planetary and lunar 
observations. He then described a rear projection unit to project images 
of the sun.

Doug George talked about using stepping motors. He replaced the very 
slow SkySensor with his own gadget that was designed to be used with a 
computer. He is now working on a hand control.

Frank Roy then showed slides of Comet Bradfield and deep sky objects.

Rolf Meier showed how he converted his 6-inch reflector’s mounting to 
hold his new 6-inch f/12 refractor. This mount incorporates some parts 
from Fred Lossing’s basement (there seems to be a lot of good stuff 
down there!). The tripod was build from strips of maple.

Gary Mussar built a battery box using a car battery (not the one from his 
car!). He uses a hair dryer to remove dew from his telescope. By 
changing the hair dryer so the motor is connected in parallel with the 
heating coils, he can run it from the battery box.

Sandy Ferguson described the three awards: Observer of the Year, 
Variable Star Observer and Astronotes Article of the Year. She then 
showed pictures taken during Astronomy Day. The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:55 p.m. with 68 people in attendance, of whom 53 were 
members.
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THE SKY THIS MONTH(s) Doug George

Mercury is low in the east at sunrise in July, and becomes invisible by 
August. Venus is becoming easier to see, and rises about three hours 
before the sun by the end of July. It reaches greatest elongation on 
August 22. Mars is approaching the most favorable opposition since 
1956. It is moving very rapidly; in July, it rises around midnight, but by 
late August it rises shortly after sunset. It is growing in size 
rapidly -  well worth a look! Jupiter is rising in the morning sky earlier 
each day, rising around midnight by the end of August. The jewel of the 
evening sky, Saturn, is available for viewing low in the southern sky.

Watch for the Perseid meteor shower in August. This is probably the 
best shower of the year, and it lasts for many days before and after the 
peak. Don’t miss it!
Event

Moonless Evening Observing Begins 
Lunar Grazing Occultation o f SAO 139061 
Last Quarter 
New Moon
Moonless Evening Observing Ends 
First Quarter 
Full Moon

Moonless Evening Observing Begins 
Last Quarter
Perseid M eteor Shower!
New Moon
Moonless Evening Observing Ends 
First Quarter
Lunar Grazing O ccultation o f SAO 183995 
Full Moon

Date EDT

Jul 4
Jul 4 21:35
Jul 5 07:36
Jul 13 17:52
Jul 16
Jul 21 22:14
Jul 28 23:25

Aug 4
Aug 4 14:22
Aug 12 00:00
Aug 12 08:31
Aug 18
Aug 20 11:52
Aug 20 22:12
Aug 27 06:56

INDEX

Title Author Page

Event Horizons Sandy Ferguson 1
Letters 3
News from Victoria Doug George 5
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Comet Bennett Ken Hewitt-White 6
A Room With a View Fred Lossing 8
May 14th Members’ Starnight Sandy Ferguson 10
May Observers’ Group Meeting Estelle Rother 10
June Observers’ Group Meeting Estelle Rother 11
The Sky This Month(s) Doug George 13
Index 13

July 1988 ASTRONOTES 13



FROM:
OTTAWA CENTRE, R.A.S.C. 
P.O. BOX 6617 STATION J 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO K2A3Y7 
CANADA

TO:

MS. ROSEMARY FREEMAN C 4 
ROYAL ASTRON. SOC. OF CANADA 
136 DUPONT ST.
TORONTO ONT. M5R 1V2


