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Ottawa Centre, Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
The Ottawa Centre is one of twenty-one Centres comprising the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada -  an organization dedicated to the 
advancement of astronomy and allied sciences. The society dates back to 
1868, and acquired its present name in 1903; the Ottawa Centre was the 
first established outside of Toronto, in 1906.

Membership is open to anyone interested in astronomy. The Ottawa 
Centre has a number of facilities which are available to members. The 
Indian River Observatory houses an excellent 16-inch telescope, as well 
as a 10-inch instrument and a large radio telescope. All of the equipment 
was built by members.

The Ottawa Centre also operates a comprehensive astronomical library. 
Several hundred books are available to members at no charge.

Members of the RASC receive the society’s renowned yearbook, the 
Observers’ Handbook, as well as the bi-monthly Journal and the 
National Newsletter. Members of the Ottawa Centre also receive this 
publication, Astronotes, which serves to keep the membership informed 
about upcoming events, recent astronomical observations, and members’ 
activities. Membership in the Ottawa Centre costs $25 for regular 
members, or $15 for junior members (under 18 years).

People interested in joining the Ottawa Centre can do so at any meeting. 
Observers’ Group meetings are held regularly at 8:00 pm on the first 
Friday of each month, in room 3001 of the NRC building at 100 Sussex 
Drive. Additional Centre Meetings with guest lecturers are announced as 
they are scheduled.

Articles for the next issue are due by October 24.
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EVENT HORIZONS Sandy Ferguson

A number of important events for this year are still to come:

Oct. 8-9 16th Annual Deep Sky Weekend -  IRO. Celebrating the opening of
our observatory in October, 1971. This weekend is for the novice and 
experienced observers alike. If you haven’t seen the observatory yet, 
this is an excellent chance. If you have, come out for a relaxing and 
enjoyable time hunting down the galaxies and nebulae! Map in this 
issue.

Nov. 7 Observers’ Group Meeting -  100 Sussex Drive, Room 3001,
8:00 pm.

Nov. 18 Annual Dinner Meeting -  see details below.

Dec. 2 Observers’ Group Meeting -  100 Sussex Drive, Room 3001,
8:00 pm.

DUES DUE! Doug George

Your annual membership fees are now due. If you have not already done 
so, please send in the enclosed renewal form as soon as possible. In order 
to ensure that you receive your February Journal and National 
Newsletter, and the January issue of Astronotes, you must submit your 
application this month. We cannot guarantee back issues for late 
renewals.

The 1989 Observers’ Handbook will (hopefully) be available at the 
Dinner Meeting and the December Observers’ Group Meeting.

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING Derek MacLeod

The Annual Dinner Meeting will take place on Friday, November 18, 
1988. The guest speaker will be Dr. John Percy of the University of 
Toronto. As in previous years, the dinner will take place at the 
Algonquin College Woodroffe Campus; so everyone should look 
forward to an excellent meal.

Anyone wishing to help make this dinner as enjoyable as last year’s is 
invited to call Derek MacLeod at 224-2519.
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EDITORIAL Doug George

It is once again the time of year for election of the Observers’ Group 
executive, including Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and coordinators.

Contrary to popular belief, you do not have to be an expert in the field to 
become a coordinator. The role of the coordinator is to promote a certain 
aspect of observational astronomy, whether it be meteors, deep sky, or 
instrumentation. There is no requirement for much experience; in fact, it 
could be an asset to have none! A new member always brings a new and 
fresh approach, and a lot of enthusiasm, to the coordinatorship.

If you are concerned that you don’t know a lot about the field, it doesn’t 
take long to find out. The Ottawa Centre’s library contains many books 
on all fields of astronomy; it is an excellent source for your first talk or 
Astronotes article on your newly-adopted field. Of course, another good 
source of information is last year’s coordinator!

The usual response, at these "nominations nights", to the request for 
nominations or volunteers for Chairman, is a dead silence. I don’t know 
why, because the job is really a lot of fun. Often, potential volunteers say 
they don’t know enough about astronomy. At the present time, we have a 
large number of relatively new people, and a group of a dozen or so 
long-timers who have either already done the job or are tied up with 
other club duties. Again, I feel the main requirement for Chairman is 
enthusiasm, not necessarily knowledge. You organize and run the 
meetings (not too hard), set up star parties (with help from the Vice), and 
direct people with questions to the coordinators (easy!).

Even if you don’t take an "official" club position, we can still use your 
input. The people giving talks at the meeting usually volunteer their 
efforts; it takes interested people doing something interesting to make 
good talks. Where are all the observers? Attendance at the observatory is 
way down. Half the visits recently have either been Frank Roy or 
myself! One of the main functions of the observatory is to provide "fuel" 
for the meetings. We have an excellent facility and, for no reason I can 
fathom, it is being seriously under-utilized probably for the first time in 
its 17 year history!

The only way you’ll really learn something is to get involved. Don’t be 
shy! All of these "experienced" people won’t be around forever, and we 
always need new people to take their places.
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STELLAFANE, MECCA IN VERMONT Gordon Grant

By a fortunate set of circumstances I was able, in the early 30’s, to 
browse through the books and periodicals of the library in the Dominion 
Observatory. My father worked as a clerk in the library, and it was one 
of my pleasures to accompany him to work there. This was at a time 
when Saturday was still a work day.

Scientific American was one of my favorite publications, and at the time 
Albert Ingalls conducted a section devoted to amateur astronomy. It was 
an expansion of this department that generated the series of books, 
Amateur Telescope Making. Soon after seeing the announcement of 
the publication of the first book, I was able to suggest to the Carnegie 
Library (through a friend of the family) that a copy be put on the shelf. 
As soon as it came in I devoured it, or at least the information in it. Here 
was collected the information that Ingalls and Porter and others had 
written, and interspersed with it frequent references to Stellafane.

Stellafane did not receive widespread publicity until the publication of 
Sky and Telescope reports of meetings there. Although the seed of 
interest in this intriguing place had been sown in the 30’s, it took 25 
years more to get me thinking about going there. By this time the war 
(WWII) was over, the chores of raising a family and keeping alive were 
beginning to ease, and travel beckoned. By agreeing to a camping 
holiday to the Southeast, Stellafane was marked as one of the stops.

Until I began to study the maps, I had not realized that the Springfield 
that I wanted was in Vermont, and that there were Springfields in almost 
every state around there. In fact, Springfield Mass., which is about 
another 50 miles to the South, is a thousand times larger; or so it seemed.

In any case we made it to the 25th Stellafane Convention, 
8 August 1959. Camping on the meadow was a pleasure, and only the 
west side of the meadow was cleared. No open fires were permitted, as 
was still the case years later, but the reason was more obvious: there was 
a layer of grass about six inches thick that was pleasant to lie on without 
an air mattress, but that would have made a prairie grass fire if ignited! 
According to my notes, there were thirty families camped there that year. 
Those who have attended later meetings will know that this was a small 
group, although the count for the convention was 260.

In the Spring of 1960, I showed a series of slides and described the 
meeting to the RASC annual meeting in Montreal, and I think 
subsequently to the Observers’ Group of the Ottawa Centre. I like to 
think that this is what spurred the interest in people from Ottawa and
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Montreal to attend the Stellafane meetings. In 1968, the top prize for 
mechanical excellence was won by Fred Lossing, and in subsequent 
years members of the Ottawa Centre have distinguished themselves in 
like manner frequently.

The weather that first year at Stellafane was not the best, nor the worst. It 
was cloudy and raining most of Saturday so that we were very grateful 
for the big marquee where the afternoon talks were held. The rain and 
drizzle continued through the evening so that the twilight talks, which 
were usually held on the rock slope at the front of the clubhouse, were 
instead held inside the tent. That year the trials for optical excellence 
were not held. However, according to the slides that I have just 
reviewed, Saturday morning was dry, with an interesting group of 
telescope set up for display and judging. It is also interesting to look 
back at these slides and note the evolution and refinement in telescope 
mounts. Perhaps it may be possible to show them sometime. There is one 
slide that I prize above the others. It was taken inside the clubhouse and 
shows the sketch portraits that were around the upper part of the room, 
of early members of the Springfield Telescope Makers, done by Russel 
W. Porter. These originals had disappeared by the time I planned to take 
other slides of them, but hopefully they are carefully preserved 
somewhere.

There were two talks at this meeting that still stand out in my mind. One, 
by Dr. Henry E. Paul, described as the "All-Purpose Telescope", was 
actually the largest pair of binoculars I have ever seen. I think they were 
German made and about 50 X 120. They could only be used on a tripod, 
since hand-holding was out of the question. They were a beauty to 
behold.

The other talk was by Robert J. Meltzer who described "The 
Spectroscopists’ Paradise". His idea of paradise was working in a shop 
where diffraction gratings were produced. He had charge of a machine 
which could be set to engrave gratings of many kinds, both flat and 
curved, and as I recall to a density of 20,000 lines per inch. To let us, the 
audience, have a small feeling of his paradise, he passed around a grating 
of about 3" in diameter to let us look at and feel the surface. As he 
explained, no person in his right mind would dare touch the engraved 
surface of a grating, but this one had a flaw in it and would never be 
used.

From this first attendance at Stellafane, I managed to get to quite a few 
in future years, but the exact number escapes me. The camping 
experience there with my wife and three girls, aged 6, 10, and 13, 
although somewhat boring for them, was brightened by a day at Cape
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Cod, with brilliant sunshine, on the only day without rain on the Cape 
that week.

Later Stellafane meetings were often full of pictures and talks of recent 
eclipses. A remark the Doug George made earlier in the season about 
"Who has seen a solar eclipse?" only served to remind me that Time is 
marching on. I saw my first one on 24 January 1925, at about 3:00 on a 
Saturday afternoon, a partial one in Ottawa. Subsequently I have seen 
three total and three partial, with the most memorable being the one 
organized by the RASC at Grandmere, Quebec. Somehow, with the 
passing years, the lure of Stellafane and the chasing of eclipses has 
abated, but I’m left with many pleasant memories.

NEWS FROM TORONTO Doug George

I just returned from a National Council meeting in Toronto. There are a 
few items of interest to report.

A group from Thunder Bay proposed the formation of a new Centre. 
This proposal was supported by a draft set of bylaws, 17 membership 
applications, and details on recent astronomical activities. As a result, 
National Council unanimously accepted a motion to form a new Thunder 
Bay Centre of the RASC. Welcome to the club!

The latest draft of the new (national) Bylaws of the RASC were 
presented. A number of concerns raised by various Centres have been 
dealt with. The final result is logical, useful, and even readable! The 
Constitution Committee has done an excellent job.

Many of you may not be aware that the 1990 General Assembly, to be 
held in Ottawa, will mark the Centenary of the RASC. Presently, plans 
for celebrations include a series of public lectures by distinguished 
astronomers.

RASC POSTER CONTEST UPDATE Doug George

So far, no applications have been received for the poster contest. In order 
to sweeten the pot a bit, a $100 prize has been approved by National 
Council. Details on entering the contest are in the last issue of 
Astronotes.
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SEPTEMBER OBSERVERS’ GROUP MEETING Donna Howell

Sandy Ferguson, Chairperson, called the night’s meeting to order at 
8:12 pm. Both regular members and visitors were welcomed. It was 
announced that David Levy has had an asteroid named after him.

The first speaker was Frank Roy, on the topic of black and white 
astrophotography. He showed several slides of shots made with hypered 
Kodak 2415, a high contrast, high resolution film. Frank noted that the 
contrast increased when the negative was duplicated to a positive. He 
also found that developing B&W film himself was cheaper, quicker, and 
much easier than anticipated.

Next, Doug George gave a short talk on the Pleiades occultation. He 
explained how an occultation (the passage of a body between the Earth 
and a star) can reveal important information about the size, shape, and 
orbit of the body. He described the use of his computer graphics system 
to aid in the observation of dark-limb reappearances.

We then went to Gary Mussar, who gave an amusing and interesting, 
albeit woeful, tale of his and Roseanne’s adventures at Starfest in early 
August. Although the observing wasn’t that great, they managed to see a 
great deal of interesting paraphernalia.

Paul Comision spoke next about stellar luminosity classes and the 
Hertzsprung-Russel diagram. He indicated that the width of a star’s 
spectral lines gives an indication of its size. The reason for this particular 
relationship was not disclosed in Paul’s source material, and this 
prompted a lively discussion which generated several suggestions, such 
as Doppler effects, the temperature of the star, etc. (Paul’s subsequent 
research has revealed the correct reason: differences in pressure. Larger stars have 
lower surface pressure resulting in narrower lines -Ed.)

Roseanne Mussar, Solar Coordinator, gave an update on her solar 
observations. She showed slides that were taken with Ektachrome 100 
film, at f/8, using a quality pair of Bushnell binoculars. Her images 
demonstrated the advantages of using good quality instruments, and once 
again proved that "you get what you pay for."

We then had a brief note on the upcoming appearance of Comet 
Tempel 2. Observers can spot the comet in Sagittarius during September 
and October.

The next speaker was Doug George, who spoke about prime focus 
astrophotography. The main message is that prime focus photography
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need not be difficult, and no fancy hardware is required. Basic 
equipment includes a camera, a cable release, telescope with equatorial 
mount, and a variable speed drive. The telescope is used as a telephoto 
lens, with a guiding eyepiece to aid in manual guiding.

Vice-chairperson David Monoogian made two announcements about the 
Mars Mania star night, and the upcoming Fall Rhapsody in Gatineau 
Park. Fred Lossing extended an invitation from Rob Dick to see and 
observe with his new telescope on September 9/10. Doug George 
reminded members that membership renewals are due by October 1, 
1988.

Sandy Ferguson’s final reminder was to be sure to observe Mars in the 
coming weeks. The meeting was closed at 9:57 pm.

HAVE YOU BORROWED A SKY & TELESCOPE? Doug George

The collection of Sky & Telescope magazines located at the observatory 
were on a long-term loan from Rob Dick until he completed his own 
observatory. He would now like to retrieve his magazines for his new 
observatory’s library.

A number of issues have been borrowed over the years, and probably 
forgotten about. If you have one gathering dust somewhere, please either 
return it to IRO, or give Rob a ring at 224-5583. Rob is especially 
interested in the return of older issues which are no longer available. 
Don’t feel embarrassed if you’ve had one for five years -  no one 
noticed anyway!
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THE SKY THIS MONTH Doug George

Mercury is not visible until the end of the month, when it is visible low 
in the southeast, just before sunrise. Venus rises about 3 hours before the 
sun, and shines brilliantly in the morning sky. Mars, which has been 
giving a spectacular show, is still big and bright; it rises before sunset 
Jupiter rises before midnight and rivals Mars in brightness. Saturn is 
visible in the early evening, in the southwest. Uranus is in the same 
region.

Event Date EST

Last Quarter Oct 2 13:22
New Moon Oct 10 16:49
Moonless Evening Observing Ends Oct 18
First Quarter Oct 18 08:01
Orionid Meteors Oct 21 04:00
Full Moon Oct 24 23:36

Moonless Evening Observing Begins Oct 29
Last Quarter Nov 1 05:12
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THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA 
OTTAWA CENTRE

MEMBERSHIPS ( )APPLICATION ( )RENEWAL ( )LIFE
NAME:...................... .........................
ADDRESS..............................................
...........................  POSTAL CODE............
PHONE: WORK................. HOME....................

( )NEW ADDRESS ( )NEW PHONE NUMBER
MEMBERSHIP FEE:
( )$15.00 JUNIOR (UNDER 18 YRS. SIGN.............. )
( )$25.00 REGULAR
( )$500.00 LIFE
PLUS ( )$20.00 SUSTAINING (VOLUNTARY)
= $.............  DATE:...................
RETURN TO - R.A.S.C. OTTAWA CENTRE,

P.O. BOX 6617, STATION J,
OTTAWA,ONT. K2A 3Y7
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FROM:
OTTAWA CENTRE, R.A.S.C. 
P.O. BOX 6617 STATION J 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO K2A 3Y7 
CANADA

MS. ROSEMARY FREEMAN C 4 
ROYAL. ASTRON. SOC. OF CANADA 
136 DUPONT ST.
TORONTO ONT. M5R 1V2

CANADA 32

TO:


