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EVENT HORIZONS

Mar. 16 Centre Meeting -  Dr. Peter Millman, "New Maps of Worlds in
Space"; 8:00 pm, NRC Auditorium. Note: Friday Meeting.

Mar. 23/24 Star Party, Indian River Observatory. Event will take place on first 
clear night that weekend.

Apr. 6 Observers’ Group Meeting -  NRC Auditorium, 100 Sussex
Drive, 8:00 pm.

Apr. 19 Centre Meeting -  National RASC President Lloyd Higgs will
present: "The Magic of Aperture Synthesis, or How a Modem Radio 
Telescope Works".

Apr. 21 RASC Centennial Star Party - Indian River Observatory. Saturday
night only. Call Hilderic Browne at 828-7151 for more information.

Apr. 21-28 Centennial Astronomy Week. A display will be set up at the 
Lincoln Heights Galleria on the 21st, and the National Museum of 
Science and Technology on the 28th. A star party will also be held at 
the Helen Sawyer Hogg Observatory located at the museum. Help is 
needed! Call Hilderic Browne at 828-7151 for more information.

June 28-July 2 1990 General Assembly, Carleton University. The GA will feature a 
special a public symposium entitled "You and the Universe" to 
celibrate the society’s 100th year. See page six for more information.
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March Centre M eeting

D r . Peter M illman
OF THE H ER ZBERG  INSTITUTE OF ASTROPHYSICS, NRC

The Voyagers Explore the Outer 
Solar System

Friday, March 16, 1990, 8:00 PM, 
NRC Auditorium, 100 Sussex Drive

The Mariner, Viking, and Voyager spacecraft have produced such a 
wealth of data on the surfaces of the worlds in the Solar System that a 
whole generation of new maps has resulted. A comprehensive display 

and discussion of these will be presented.
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GRADE THREE G ary M ussar

Last April, RoseAnne and I were approached by a friend who teaches a 
grade three class in Blacks Comer (south of Carleton Place). She had 
reached the space section of their science curriculum and was hoping to 
spice up the class by having some amateur astronomers come in and talk 
(bringing along a real telescope wouldn’t hurt either). We had no idea 
about how much of the subject had been covered so we asked for a list of 
topics that the kids might want covered.

A short while later we received a letter containing ’1000 Questions 
About Space’. I want to share some of these questions with you. Some of 
the questions were expected:

- What is the Milky way/a black hole/a comet/etc.?
- How big is Mars/the moon/the sun/etc.?
- Are there life forms on Mars?
- What does Earth look like?
- What movements do the planets make?
- How big is our galaxy?
- How close can you get to the sun?
- Can you bring in your big telescope Mrs. Read told us about?

It was pretty obvious that some of the kids had done their homework (or 
they had some coaching):

- Can some of the sun’s rays be dangerous?
- How come comets hit the earth?
- Is a star a planet?
- Is the ring around Saturn made from rock?
- How do you mount star charts?
- What is the sun like inside?
- What does a star’s brightness tell us?
- How do you see the sun’s core?
- Are there other Solar Systems?
- Why does Saturn have a ring around it?
- How many light years away have you seen?
- Is there more than one moon?

Some of the kids were philosophers:

- Why is space there?
- What would life be like on Venus?

And some were obviously a little confused:

- How did you get picked for a space mission?
- What part of your training do you look most forward to and least forward to?
- Do you have any fears after what happened to the space shuttle Challenger?
- What is it like in space?

March 1990 ASTRONOTES 5



- How close can you get to the Milky Way?
- How did they find the moon?
- How did you find Mars?

Like every class, this one had its share of class clowns and bored kids, 
but I was most impressed by the depth of the knowledge of some of 
these kids (they could have taught the teachers a thing or two). Everyone 
seemed to know where our closest star was (the sun of course), 
however,one little guy had reasonable knowledge of optics, astronomical 
distances, the US space program and some cosmology as well. (I think 
we have some very promising recruits here.)

RoseAnne and I took turns talking with the class and answering 
questions as best we could. We showed slides of sunspots, the planets 
and deep sky objects. And we took turns giving the kids a view of the 
field outside the window through a real telescope (no, no you do not ride 
the telescope, just stand on this chair and look in here).

The afternoon we spent at the school was quite enjoyable, however, the 
best part of all was the discovery of one student’s project hanging on the 
wall. It depicted that famous constellation, O ’Ryan’s Belt.

GENERAL ASSEM BLY UPDATE Doug G e o rge

We have just received the final programme for the special Public 
Symposium, "You and the Universe", to be held at the Ottawa GA on 
June 30. This event is being sponsored by the RASC National Office to 
celebrate 100 years since the incorporation of the society, and is open to 
the public free of charge. We can look forward to the following:

Planet Earth as a Life Support System - Lydia Dotto

Naturalists of the Night - Terence Dickinson

Astronomy for a Civilized Society - Richard Jarrel

Astronomical Research: Pain and Bliss - Rene Racine

The Helen Sawyer Hogg Lecture:
Exploration of the Solar System - Joseph Veverka

This will be held in the Alumni Theatre at Carleton University. The 
room is air conditioned and seats about 490. We would like to make sure 
the room is full, so any ideas about advertising are welcome.
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INDIAN RIVER OBSERVATORY REPORT Robin Molson

At the end of June the Ottawa Centre will host the General Assembly of 
the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada. Since some activities will 
take place at IRO, this is an appropriate time to inform members how the 
Observatory is operated and funded.

Management of the Observatory is the responsibility of the Observatory 
Committee which is appointed each year by the Council. For 1990, 
members are: Doug George, Gary Mussar, Rick Crook, Sandy Ferguson, 
Frank Roy and Robin Molson. All repairs and maintenance are carried 
out by the Committee or persons approved by the Committee. It usually 
meets early in the year to determine what has to be done, to establish a 
budget and fee structure and to review policy. Responsibilities are 
assigned among Committee members and, when undertaking specific 
projects, assistance is often requested from the membership at large. The 
objective is to always maintain the facilities in the best possible 
condition at the least cost.

A log book is kept in the clubhouse and this must be signed by all 
visitors. We know from this that most of our members never visit the 
Observatory. This creates two problems: how to permit members who do 
not know how to use this equipment to enjoy IRO, and how to fairly 
distribute the operating costs.

To help solve the first problem the Ottawa Centre has established a 
system of keyholders. Under this system, although any member can use 
the Observatory site by obtaining a key to the road gate, only 
experienced observers are granted a key to the Clubhouse and 
Observatory. To be eligible for a key, a member must pass a proficiency 
test and must have demonstrated that he or she can open and close the 
Observatory, operate the equipment, and is willing to show other 
members how to use it. Tests are conducted by designated members of 
the Observatory Committee. A member wishing to visit the Observatory 
may telephone various keyholders beforehand to ensure that someone 
will be there.

To help solve the financing problem each keyholder pays an annual fee. 
Normally, key fees have covered about half the cost of operating IRO, 
the major elements being insurance and hydro costs. The site is leased 
from the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority for $10.00 per year. 
To help offset rapid increases in insurance and hydro costs and to enable 
members to bring their own equipment to IRO without having to pass a 
test, a new class of keyholders (clubhouse-only keyholders) was 
established last year. By paying half the regular keyholder fee (and
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buying a gate key) any member may have access to the clubhouse and 
the electric power outlets, but cannot use the Centre’s equipment.

In assessing the financial situation for this year, the Committee noted 
that while key fees have been unchanged at $30.00 since 1985, the 
combined insurance and hydro costs have increased from $719 to $1,190 
in the same period. The Committee has therefore recommended that fees 
be increased to $40.00 for a full keyholder, $20.00 for a clubhouse-only 
keyholder, and to $5.00 for the gate key. Assuming the same number of 
keyholders as last year, this will mean that once again about half the 
operating costs of the IRO will be paid by those who use it.

The Observatory Committee changes the clubhouse lock on April 1 each 
year. This year the lock on the entrance gate will be changed at the same 
time. New keys will be given out at the first Observers’ Group meeting 
after that date, on April 6.

As soon as spring arrives the Observatory Committee will begin an 
extensive program to spruce up the Observatory in preparation for the 
GA. At Observers’ Group meetings announcements will be made of 
specific projects that will be undertaken during the evenings and 
weekends. For those who have not seen the IRO this would be an 
excellent opportunity to see it in daylight. Some of you may wish to help 
out. All will be welcome.

FEBRUARY OBSERVERS’ GROUP MEETING Estelle Rother
Patrick Laffey opened the meeting at 8:15 pm by welcoming everyone and giving an 
introduction to the Society and the Observers’ Group. Hilderic Browne then had several 
announcements. This year, Astronomy Day will take place between April 21 and April 
28. Volunteers are needed at a display which will be set up at Lincoln Heights Galleria 
on April 21. The existing display is getting old. If anyone has slides or photographs to 
enhance the display, please see Hilderic. Help is also needed to assemble the new 
display and to translate the descriptions. On April 28, a public star party will be held at 
the Helen Sawyer Hogg Observatory. The display will be at the National Museum of 
Science and Technology that afternoon. A sixty or ninety minute talk is also scheduled. 
See Hilderic if you would like to give a short talk (about ten minutes).
Brian Burke, occultation coordinator, announced a busy month, with grazes on a 
number of evenings, and a passage of the moon through the Pleiades.

George Ayer volunteered recently to become the coordinator for variable stars. Before 
volunteering, George had only observed Algol, but he has been very busy since then. 
He began his talk with some historical notes. The study of variable stars is about four 
centuries old. There was no organized information before the time of Tycho Brahe. 
Goodrich discovered several variables before his death at age 22. Today, around 25,000 
variables are known. Kelvin once stated that if you can’t measure what you are looking 
at, then you know very little about your subject There are techniques to visually 
determine the magnitude of a variable to one tenth magnitude. Constant magnitude
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Vermont. This event has been organized for over 50 years by the Springfield Telescope Makers, and is 
attended by thousands of amateurs from across North America.

- Starfest - August 17-18. This is a very relaxing and enjoyable weekend of observing, tent talks, and 
camping at a site near Guelph.

- Annual Dinner Meeting. This November meeting features a guest speaker, buffet dinner, and awards 
presentations.

CENTRE COUNCIL

The Ottawa Centre’s Council oversees the operation of the Centre and looks after the observatory, finances, etc., 
through various committees. The Council’s Programme Committee organizes the Regular Centre Meetings. Council 
members are elected every year at the Annual Dinner Meeting. This year, the President is Rolf Meier (256-4821), 
the Secretary is Derek MacLeod (224-2519), and the Treasurer is Mercedes Pelayo (591-3119). A complete list of 
Council members appears in the front of each issue of Astronotes.

THE OBSERVERS’ GROUP

The Observers’ Group is the heart of members’ activities in the Ottawa Centre. The group has its own set of 
organizers, including the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Coordinators.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are responsible for organizing and running the Observers’ Group meetings, star 
parties, and other events. They can answer your questions about upcoming events or astronomy in general. This year 
the Chairman is Hilderic Browne (828-7151), and the Vice-Chairman is Patrick Laffey (729-4989).

Coordinators organize observing activities, give talks, write articles for Astronotes, and can answer questions about 
their field of interest. A list of the coordinators elected for this year appears in the front of each issue of Astronotes.

(Pull this out and save for reference)



INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS IN 1990
This leaflet describes the facilities and regular activities of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, Ottawa 
Centre. We are one of 22 RASC Centres active across Canada, with about 250 members out of a total national 
membership of over 3000.

MEETINGS

Regular Ottawa Centre meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of each month (except during the summer), 
in the NRC building at 100 Sussex Drive. The meetings are held in the auditorium, and start at 8:00. Each 
meeting has a particular topic of astronomical interest, announced in advance.

Observers’ Group meetings are the focus of many interesting talks by members on a variety of astronomical topics. 
These meetings are also held at the NRC building on Sussex Drive, at 8:00 on the first Friday of each month.

Volunteers from our society also organize the Junior Observers’ Group (for ages 7-14 years) at the National 
Museum of Science and Technology. For more information, contact the Museum at 954-4400.

PUBLICATIONS

Soon after joining, all members receive the Observers’ Handbook, which contains a wealth of information about the 
sky for each month of the year. The other national publications are the bimonthly RASC Journal and the 
Newsletter/Bulletin.

The Ottawa Centre publishes Astronotes monthly (except for June and August). Astronotes is an excellent source of 
information on recent and upcoming astronomical events, forthcoming meetings, and other activities. Copies are 
made available prior to mailing at the Observers’ Group meetings. Contributions by readers are always welcomed. 
These should be submitted to the Editor, Doug George (591-3119).

THE OBSERVATORY

The Ottawa Centre operates the Indian River 
Observatory (IRO) located just west of Almonte (see 
map). The site includes two optical telescopes 
(16-inch and 10-inch reflectors) and a radio 
telescope. The 16-inch telescope is used for 
everything from casual observing to photoelectric 
photometry, and has five comet discoveries to its 
credit.

The radio telescope is an interferometer consisting of 
two parabolic cylindrical antennae separated by 180 
metres (use of this instrument is managed by the 
Radio Astronomy Coordinator, Frank Roy). For those 
wishing to use their own telescopes at a dark site, 
outside power outlets are available at all times.

OBSERVATORY KEYS

All members can use the observatory site; all you need is a key for the road gate ($5.00). The first person to arrive 
for an evening of observing should unlock the gate and leave it open. The last person to leave must close and lock it. 
If, when you arrive, you find the gate is open, please dim your headlights to avoid ruining astrophotos that some one 
might be taking.

If you are not a keyholder, you will have to ensure that a one is present if you wish to use the observatory  
instruments and clubhouse. There are two types of keyholders: "clubhouse-only", and "regular" keyholders. 
Clubhouse keys can be obtained by any member for $20.00 a year, plus a key deposit. Once you have become 
familiar with the operation of the Observatory - and are able to demonstrate this to the Observatory Committee - you 
can become a regular keyholder yourself, at a cost of $40.00 per year. For more information, contact the 
Observatory Committee Chairman, Robin Molson (225-3082).



OTHER FACILITIES

An important aspect of our Centre is the library. It is located just outside room 3001 at NRC and is open before and 
after each Observers’ Group meeting held in that room. There are over 400 books and available, covering a wide 
range of astronomical subjects.

The Centre also runs the Ted Bead Instrument Loan Library. This will be of special interest to new members. For a 
small fee, and a deposit, members can borrow one of several small telescopes and binoculars. Many members also 
construct their own telescopes, and friendly assistance and is available from several of our experienced members. 
For more information, ask the Instrumentation Coordinator (Anthony Dore).

EVENTS

During the year many observing events are planned, including:

- Public S tar Parties. Members are invited to bring out telescopes for public viewing. Of course, 
members who do not own telescopes are welcome to come and have a look through the instruments. 
This year, events are planned for April 27 (cloud date: April 28), and September 22 (23). Locations will 
be announced in Astronotes and at the meetings.

- IRO Star Parties. These are viewing nights for all members and guests at the Centre’s Indian River 
Observatory. This year, events are planned for March 23 (24), April 21, May 18 (19) (theme: 
"Galaxies"), October 19 (20) (theme: "Variable Stars").

- M eteor Observing Sessions. These are a very enjoyable and relaxing way to meet club members, learn 
the constellations and observe meteors.

- Deep Sky Weekend - August 24-26. A weekend-long observing session at IRO celebrates the 
observatory’s anniversary.

- Annual Picnic - July 21 (22). A barbeque with observing hosted by Rolf and Linda Meier at their dark- 
sky home.

- National RASC General Assembly - June 29 to July 2. This will be held in Ottawa this year. This 
year, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the incorporation of the RASC. A special Public 
Symposium, entitled "You and the Universe" will be held during the event Mark your calendars!



comparison stars, provided by AAVSO, are needed to determine a variable’s 
brightness. There are several types of variable stars. Algol is an eclipsing binary. Its 
brightness varies by one and a quarter magnitude with a period of 2.67 days. Beta 
Lyrae is an eclipsing binary where the pair of stars is in contact. Its magnitude varies 
from 3.4 to 4.3 with a period of 12.9 days. Delta Cephei is an intrinsic variable. The 
cause of the variation lies within the star: it pulsates with a period of 5.37 days. Since 
the period is proportional to the luminosity, stars like Delta Cephei are used to establish 
the distance of stars that are too far away to measure by triangulation. Mira, a long 
period variable, has a magnitude change of 3.4 to 9.5 with a period of 352 days. And 
RS Geminorum is a red giant, semi-regular variable with a long period. There are also 
cataclysmic variables, such as R Corona Borealis, that are non-periodic novae.

George selected three dozen variables for his variable star program. They are listed by 
season and type. All had to be easy to locate, visible through most of the year, and 
observable with the naked eye, through binoculars, or through a small telescope. It is 
easiest to locate a variable when the star is at maximum brightness.

Roseanne Mussar then discussed the basics of solar observing. Observing the sun 
without proper filters is dangerous. Use welders’ goggles with at least #14 filters. Your 
eyes will be protected, but what will the neighbours think? You can’t really see much 
except really large sunspots groups. Using projection through a pair of binoculars will 
let you see more, but it is hard on the equipment: it can either melt or bum out. 
Roseanne now uses a Bausch and Lomb 8080 with a solar filter and sees more detail 
than with projection. There are different types of filters. Some are safe for visual 
observing, while others are designed for photography. Visual light observers are mainly 
looking at sunspots. They can see motion across the sun’s surface and watch spots grow 
and then break up over time. The sun is reaching the peak of this solar cycle. It is active 
enough to see naked eye sunspots. The umbra, or central dark spot, is surrounded by a 
lighter penumbra. Granulation covers the solar surface. Sunspots form from pores, 
although not all pores form sunspots.

Peter Ceravolo presented the February comet report. Comet Wild was at magnitude of 
14 when it was discovered. By July, when it is at perihelion, it should brighten to 
magnitude 10. Comet Austin is now at magnitude 9; Doug’s comet is also at 
magnitude 9. Peter asked if anyone uses anything other than a Schmidt-Cassegrain. He 
is sampling the optical quality of telescopes in the area.

Anthony Dore, instrumentation coordinator, asked members to bring their creations to 
the meeting. He then discussed the equipment available to members from the Ted Bean 
Loan Library. There are two pairs of 8 X 50 binoculars, a 4-inch Astroscan, a 4-inch 
reflector and a 60 mm refractor. To reserve any instrument, call Anthony at home: 
526-2645. There is a $20.00 deposit, and a rental fee of $5.00 for the telescopes and 
$2.00 for the binoculars. A late fee of $10.00 is charged.

Hilderic Browne shared his experience of building an observatory. He has a "portable" 
10-inch telescope (ie. it has a handle) but has not done much observing because it is 
difficult to carry through the door. After much research he designed the observatory to 
have a nine-foot concrete floor and a shed type roof made of corrugated fibreglass. The 
roof runs on casters on top of the observatory walls. He built the roof while waiting for 
the concrete floor to be poured. The concrete finally arrived the end of August 1989, 
only two months late. It takes five minutes to run a power cord from the observatory to 
the bam, which is less time than it takes to polar align. Hilderic also showed slides of 
the Cranberry Creek Observatory under construction.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 pm.
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SYRACUSE SUMMER SEMINAR -  JULY 20-22 C ath y Cressw ell

In a recent issue of Astronotes, Doug George mentioned a number of 
astronomical events coming up this summer. A very special one he 
missed is the "Syracuse Summer Seminar", a real gem of a convention 
being held on a new moon weekend this July.

It is held in the picturesque rolling hills of the Finger Lakes region south 
of Syracuse, near a little tow called Tully, at the permanent observatory 
site of the Syracuse Astronomical Society.

The program is varied, and interesting. Friday evening brings homemade 
chilli, paper talks, an observing contest, and space or science fiction 
flicks if cloudy. Saturday morning has swap tables, usually a kite flying 
contest for the kids, and lunch cooked at the site. In the afternoon, there 
are paper talks and judging of the baking contest. There is a happy hour 
before a catered supper at the site. The evening brings the judging of the 
photography contest, and a special guest speaker. There is ample 
camping space at the site, or a motel at Tully if you don’t bring a tent or 
trailer.

Last year there were a number of Canadians down -  about five of us 
from Hamilton/Toronto, Ron Gasparini from Niagara, Peter Jedicke 
from London, and Denise and Leo Enright from Sharbot Lake. The guest 
speaker was Terry Dickinson. I drove down with Andreas Gada. Our 
next door neighbours at the site were John and Gwen Mitton from Erin, 
Ontario and Ralph Dakin and his wife. Altogether, there were about 70 
people -  you really had a chance to mingle and meet people. Their 
main telescope at the site is a 16-inch Newtonian on a German 
Equatorial mount, and most persons brought scopes of their own. Even 
some of the raffle prizes were telescopes!

For information on this year’s program, contact Mr. Frank Rioux, 
150 Hinsdale Road, Mattydale, New York, 13211, or phone 
(315)-454-8477. This is one astronomical event well worth attending.
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Perceptor
and TelescopesTrans Canada

Everything for the Amateur Astronomer
Astronomical Telescopes & Accessories 

Tripods, Equatorial Mounts 
Spotting Scopes, Binoculars, Photographic Equipment 

Books, Charts, Sky Maps, Posters

F rien d ly  S erv ice , E x p e rt A dvice, Low est P rices

La rg e  Inventory - A ll M ajor Brands
Aderblick (Carton). Astro-Physics *. Bausch & Lomb. Bushnell. Byers, Celestron, Coulter. 
Daystar, Fujinon, Hexadome (Kinard). Leitz, Losmandy (Hollywood General Machlng), 
Lumicon, Manfrotto, M eade, Motodec & Motofocus (Jim's Mobile). Nikon. Parks. 
Questar*, SureSharp (Spectra), Steiner, Swarovski, Takahashi, TeleVue, Telrad (Kufeld), 
Thousand Oaks, Tuthill, University Optics, VernonScope, Zeiss . . . and many others 

• Exclusive In Canada

John & Susanne Kidner invite you to . . .
V is it  o u r  sh o w ro o m

On Hwy 27, 1/2 Mile South of Hwy 9
O r d e r  c o n v e n i e n t l y  

by  p h o n e  o r  m a i l

Enter by the blue door off the courtyard 
mid-way along the plaza

Wed. 10 am to 6 pm
Thurs. 10 am to 6 pm
Fri. 10 am to 6 pm
Sat. * 10 am to 4 pm

Other times by arrangement
* Closed Saturdays on "Holiday" Weekends

from Perceptor 
or from our

discount mail order division;

TelescopesTransCanada
P. O. Box 823

Aurora, Ontario L4G 4J9
Call or write for free price list

(416) 939-8274

Perceptor 
Brownsville Junction 

Box 38, Suite 103 
Schomberg, Ontario 

L0G 1T0 
(416) 939-2313
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"DIRTY SNOW BALL" UPDATE Doug G e o rge

I have included another finder chart for Comet Skorichenko-George (this 
page). The comet is still brightening slowly, and should be around 
magnitude 8, perhaps brighter. Due to its increasing brightness it is now 
quite easy to locate.

The small square on the chart shows the position of the comet at 8:00 pm 
on March 15. The dots running to the left (east) are for the same time on 
successive dates, up to the 31st. This chart was created using the 
Voyager program. I hope to include finder charts for various comets as a 
semi-regular feature in the future.

Next month, we gear up for Comet Austin. It still looks like a "GO" for 
the comet of the decade (knock on wood).
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Peter BrownAN ASTRONOMER’S NIGHTMARE
Reprinted from the Edmonton Centre newsletter, Stardust, February 1989.

During everyone’s career as an amateur astronomer at least one or two events which 
can best be described as "gaffes" have befallen the unwary amateur. Usually these foul- 
ups occur among fellow astronomy nuts at a star party or the like, and are fondly 
remembered for the future enjoyment of all those who were present I would like to 
relate to you what must be one of the all-time great astronomy gaffes (I feel safe 
relating this upon the nature of the incident).

It all began when I accepted a position over the summer to fill in for a reporter at the 
local paper who was taking a short summer leave. I was already well-known in the 
newsroom for the hard-hitting weekly columns on astronomy I had been churning out 
for the previous two years.

I was no sooner in the job than I realized these journalists thought I knew something 
about astronomy. I was continually bombarded by questions like, "What was that bright 
object in the west last night?" Little did I know the trouble this was to lead me into.

Near the end of my tenure with the paper, I happened to be writing a column about the 
August 26/27 lunar eclipse. The hard working photographer at the paper happened to 
see the column and thought it would make a great photo opportunity.

He was so excited over the possibility of setting up all kinds of unusual shots with the 
eclipsed moon, that he immediately asked me to show him the site where our local club 
observes from some 30 km south of the city (Fort McMurray). I complied and indicated 
that we would be there at about 1-2 am on August 27, the night of the eclipse.

The sense of excitement spread throughout the newsroom until every 
reporter -  except the editor -  decided that they also had to make the early 
morning journey and witness one of nature’s marvels. I encouraged the entire bunch to 
come, and proceeded to make detailed calculations as to where the moon would be at 
different times during the coming eclipse.

When the local club heard of the media event which was to take place at our site, the 
half-dozen or so members who had already decided to come thought it would be good 
if we got there extra early, and had everything ready for the newsroom when it arrived.

So, on Saturday night, August 27 -  the night I had predicted, from my glimpse at the 
Observers’ Handbook, that the eclipse was to occur -  our club headed off for the site 
where we hoped clear skies would be found.

After several hours of waiting, the photographer from the paper showed up in a groggy, 
semi-conscious state eager to see the 4 am eclipse. Shortly thereafter several other 
reporters arrived and the whole evening seemed well underway. That’s when things 
began going wrong.

My first inkling of what was coming occurred about 1/2 hour after the beginning of 
what should have been first umbral contact. We were still watching carefully, yet 
nothing seemed to be happening. Cameras were clicking around the site as the reporters 
got the shots of the uneclipsed moon, to use in contrast to the spectacular views which 
were supposed to be coming. After 45 minutes 1 retreated into a camper with the 
reporters and club members to wait for some low cloud to pass.

It was then that the vice-president hauled out the Observers’ Handbook and handed it to 
me, requesting that I double-check my calculations.
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I had calculated and recalculated the moon’s position at various times and was very 
confident that the 2-3 hours spent doing this had not gone to waste. Then to my horror I 
looked at the date and connected it to the time. The eclipse was to happen on the 
morning of August 27, which meant the evening of August 26. We were a day late!!!
My realization was not met with sympathy. The photographer had even been watching 
TV the night before and had heard that the eclipse was to occur then, but figured they 
were in another time zone or something.

The situation (which was quickly getting out of control) was soon compounded by a 
knock on the door. In walked the 6-foot-6 energy reporter tired and flustered muttering 
"coffee -  water". After attending to his needs, he explained that he had been directed 
to the site by a gentleman who gave him directions for the "short way" to the observing 
area. After driving for 3-4 miles along a narrow path and over what passed for a bridge, 
his Cadillac had gotten stuck in three-foot deep trenches up a steep cliff on the road.
Unable to free the beast, he preceded to walk the remaining six miles of Northern 
Alberta Bush Road on foot. He began to walk at around 1 am. It was now close to 5 am. 
He had luckily taken the correct series of forks in the road or he would have ended up 
somewhere in the Northern Alberta Hinterland.

After he had regained his strength the inevitable question arose, "So how’s the eclipse 
going?" Slowly backing towards the door of the camper, I explained the situation. He 
was not understanding.

As punishment I was forced to drag his Cadillac out of the bush the next day, not an 
enjoyable way to spend 10 hours.
Not only had I dragged the entire club out to watch the eclipse on the wrong evening, 
and most of the media of Fort McMurray, I had published the wrong date in my 
column. Needless to say I entered the newsroom the following Monday with 
trepidation.

I am continually reminded of this incident in the newsroom, though just about 
everybody has forgiven me (the energy reporter is still passing judgement). I have 
boldly indicated that I will make it up to all of them by taking everyone out to the near 
total eclipse coming up this August. When asked the date, I had to be honest, "I don’t 
know, it’s sometime in mid-August, I think.”

COSM I-COM ICS

"Emission Nebula"
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THE SKY THIS MONTH Doug G e o rg e

Mercury is not visible this month. Brilliant Venus stands about 18° above 
the eastern horizon at sunrise. A much dimmer Mars is also visible in the 
morning sky at the border of Sagittarius and Capricornus. Jupiter is 
overhead at sunset, high in the constellation of Geminii. Saturn is also 
visible in the morning sky, west of Mars and Venus.

Event Date EST

First Quarter Mar 3 21:05
Full Moon Mar 11 05:58
Moonless Evening Observing Begins Mar 13
Last Quarter Mar 19 09:30
Vernal Equinox: Spring Begins Mar 20 16:19
New Moon Mar 26 14:48
Moonless Evening Observing Ends Mar 29

First Quarter Apr 2 05:24
Full Moon Apr 9 22:18
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