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Sanity in an Insane World
by Tim Cole, Editor

By now, you’ve seen and read more than you wanted of the 11th of September 
attacks in the United States. We’ve all heard the speeches and analyses, and I 
just don’t have much taste for dispensing more metaphysical insight.
Never mind political objectives or philosophical viewpoints about the attacks. I 
think virtually all of us can agree that human cost is appalling. The deaths, the 
physical and psychological injuries, the trauma to friends and families of 
victims and recovery workers and the recovery workers themselves are 
horrifying. Bluntly, I wouldn’t care to associate with anyone who didn’t feel that 
way.
Small wonder the Ancients saw the heavens as being perfect and beyond the 
sordid realities of the mundane world. Whatever war, disease, natural disaster, 
bad luck, and sheer nastiness could bring, their skies were eternally pure and 
untouchable. We know better now, of course. We know we live in an ephemeral 
universe shaped by awesome forces.
But if it’s clear, go out and look up. You see only the majesty of the heavens. If 
there’s a change in the Celestial Vault, it provides an opportunity for research 
and maybe even a fascinating show.
All RASC members share a love of the heavens. It’s also a tie that unites us with 
astronomical societies around the world. I’m not naive enough to think that our 
common interest can overcome international grievances, but at least it’s 
something to work with. And if nothing else, it gives all of us astronomy 
enthusiasts one way to set aside, at least for a little while, the insanities of the 
world. Perhaps we can share that moment of sanity with our neighbors. It’s 
worth a try.

Rideau Ferry Observatory Open House
by Robert Dick

I will be holding my autumn Rideau Ferry Observatory Open House and 
Observing Weekend from Friday night, 19 October to Sunday morning 
21 October. The observatory is the home of a 24" Newtonian/Cassegrain 
telescope under the dark skies of Rideau Ferry, Ontario (about 1-¼ hour drive 
south of Ottawa). Rideau Ferry is south of Smith Falls and east of Perth. For 
those not familiar with the area or the Observatory, please e-mail me for a map.
The itinerary will be the same as for previous events:
(Continued on Page 4)
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(Continued from Page 3)
• Friday night: observing;
• Saturday: free time - talk or tour around the area;
• Saturday evening: dinner in Perth — please e-mail me for reservations.

Return to Observatory by 9 pm for a night of observing.
• Sunday morning: departure
There is plenty of room for camping. However, most visitors from Ottawa 
usually drive back each night after observing. Accomodations in the cottage are 
reserved for visitors from Hamilton.
Bring your own telescope or look through the 24". There will be other ‘scopes 
that will be set up beside the Observatory that will be available.
If the nights are cloudy, there will be plenty of people for a get-together and a 
general gab-fest (debates, discussions, bragging and chatting) in the Observatory 
or the adjacent cottage. Evenings will probably be a bit cool, so dress warmly.
For information, directions, or dinner reservations, please e-mail me at: 
rdick@ccs.carleton.ca

Solar Activity in September
by Al Seaman
The sun was pretty active in early September, as you can see in this photograph. 
It was taken using a new Baader filter, which seems to work a bit better than my 
older Thousand Oaks filter. This is a prime focus photo with Kodak Elitechrome 
200 on a 10" f/10 SCT.

Photo Courtesy Al Seaman
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First Light for SMARTscope!
by Tim Cole, Editor
In September, Rick Wagner and Doug George took the first images using actual 
SMARTScope hardware, the Meade 16" OTA and the Apogee AP7p camera. 
The SMARTscope’s Paramount hasn’t arrived yet, so they used Doug’s 
Losmandy GM-200 mount. They used the beta release of Maxim DL version 3 
to run everything — the same CCD control and image processing software that 
will be used with SMARTscope.
This photo of M27 gives a good idea of the performance we will get from the 
completed system. It is the combination of a set of unguided 60-second red, 
green, and blue frames. The only post-processing was to apply a mild DDP 
filter, which mimics the response of photographic film.

Photo courtesy Doug George

This image of M27 and Al Seaman’s image of the Sun on Page 4 have been processed  
for monochrome laser printing. Be sure to check out the full-color versions of these 
images in the electronic version o f  AstroNotes on the Ottawa Centre web site. — Editor
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2001 Annual Dinner with Dr. Heidi Hammel
Friday, 9 November 2001
by François Kupo, Gastronomy Co-ordinator
Tickets are now on sale on the usual first-come, first-served basis for this year’s 
Annual Dinner at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 9 November 2001. We are very 
excited to announce that this year’s special guest speaker will be none other than 
Dr. Heidi Hammel. Dr. Hammel is the Principal Research Scientist at MIT in 
the Department of Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences. Her expertise on 
the planet Neptune is renowned. She has received several awards during her 
career, including the ASP’s 1995 Klumpke-Roberts Award for “public 
understanding and appreciation of astronomy,” and was awarded the Spirit of 
American Women National Award in 1996 — this award recognized her efforts 
of encouraging young women to pursue “non-traditional” careers. And of 
course, who can forget Dr. Hammel’s thrilled reactions as she witnessed the first 
HST images of comet Shoemaker-Levy 9’s bombardment of the planet Jupiter 
in 1994!
The dinner will be held at the Pine View Municipal Golf Course at 1471 Blair 
Road in Gloucester. No fooling around this year — the main course will be 
prime rib, not to mention the dessert buffet! As well, the main course will be 
waited to your tables — no lining up with your plates.
Tickets are $25 per person and sales will close at the end of the November 2nd 
meeting — purchase your tickets early to avoid disappointment!
Support your local Ottawa Centre by purchasing a couple of tickets and come 
out to meet Dr. Hammel! If you cannot get to the Centre meetings, send your 
cheques (payable to RASC Ottawa Centre) to 288 Wayside Court, Orleans, ON, 
K1E 2P6. To reserve tickets between meetings, e-mail: 
a n n u a ld in n e r@ o tta w a .r a s c .ca  or call me at (613) 841-1991.

Directions to the Pine View Municipal Golf Course
If you are coming from the west:
• Take the 417 Queensway east to the “split.”
• Stay left at the “split” to continue onto the 174, and take the first exit,

Blair Road.
If you are coming from the east:
• Take the 174 west until the Blair Road exit.
From the Blair Road exit:
• The Blair Road exit will curve you around toward a set of lights. Turn left — 

i.e. south — at those lights on Blair Road. (Do not continue curving right on 
the exit ramp away from the lights or you’ll be heading north on Blair, away 
from Pine View).
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• Be careful! Pine View is but 0.5 kilometres (that’s 500 metres, folks) down 
from the next set of lights, so you’ll pass it before you know it (as I did 
myself last year, and I was one of the organizers).

• There are two entrances to Pine View on your left, one before this next set of 
lights and one right after.

• The entrances are hidden by trees; if you miss the first entrance and find 
yourself passing that set of lights, don’t worry, the second entrance will be 
immediately after the lights.

We will try to have some markers, lights, balloons, or the Star of Bethlehem at
the entrances to help you this year.
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FLO'S 30th Anniversary
by F.P. Roy
The story of Ottawa Centre’s Fred P. Lossing Observatory (FLO) began thirty 
years ago, in October 1971. At the time, the Observatory’s 16" telescope was 
the largest telescope in the Ottawa Centre and one of the largest amateur 
telescopes in Canada. The planning and construction of the telescope and 
Observatory demonstrated the tremendous potential of the Ottawa Centre. 
Several figures stood out in the midst of an enthusiastic and resourceful project 
team. Gordy Grummitt, an NRC machinist, constructed most of the mechanical 
parts. Arthur Covington, who passed away in March, donated the clubhouse. 
However, Fred Lossing was the driving force behind the project. The whole 
project took about two years from concept to completion.
In the summer of 1977 the Observatory was moved from South Mountain to the 
Mill of Kintail, with its name changing from the North Mountain Observatory 
to the Indian River Observatory. In October 1998, it was renamed the Fred P. 
Lossing Observatory in honor of Fred, who had passed away earlier that year.
The Fred P. Lossing Observatory has had a profound effect on the Ottawa 
Centre. Five comets were discovered with the 16" telescope — a remarkable 
feat indeed. Even today, with advent of larger telescopes, the Internet, and soon, 
SMARTscope, the Observatory is still a hub of activity for the Ottawa Centre.

A  capsule of FLO'S history — the old Indian River Observatory Sign is adorned with 
a telescope cover from the North Mountain Observatory.

Photo courtesy Brian McCullough
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On Books and Things
by Rob McCallum, Ottawa Centre Librarian

I am pleased to announce that, at the October Observers’ Group Meeting, we 
will be adding 50 new books to the Centre’s library. This addition, possibly the 
largest ever, is almost entirely due to the very generous donation by Stan Mott 
of his book collection. On behalf of the Centre, thank you, Stan!
I’m not sure I’m going to be able to fit all these books into the library cabinet, 
so I’m hoping that a number of them will be signed out immediately. For those 
of you who have never used the library, it is located in the Museum’s Volunteer 
Lounge, located just outside the door of the auditorium located nearest the front.
We will also be conducting a book sale at the December meeting, to dispose of 
a number of duplicate copies of books that have accumulated over the past few 
years. We have about 60 books to sell, many brand new and most having been 
published in the past 10 years. Examples: Star Ware (1st edition), Turn Left at 
Orion, and several complete sets of Burnham’s Celestial Handbook. For those 
looking to collect books on making telescopes, note that we have four extra 
copies of the classic Howard’s Standard Handbook for Telescope Making. If 
you’d like a list of the books and the price, please email me as below. Proceeds 
will be used to fund future library purchases. We may have another sale of older 
books later this winter — stay tuned.
Not that we need to exacerbate the space problems, but there is something else 
your library crew has to do: we need to make a concerted effort to get a number 
of books back that are overdue, in some cases, by years. Please look through 
your collection and return any books you’ve had out more than a few months. 
We will start phoning soon!
I will be sending in my usual fall book order to Sky Publishing in late October, 
and invite any members who would like to take advantage of the 20 to 40% 
discounts to contact me at 225-3167 or by e-mail at mercury@magma.ca. You 
can view Sky Publishing’s catalogue on their web site: www.skypub.com
And finally, don’t forget that discounts on Sky and Telescope and Astronomy 
magazines are available if you subscribe or renew through me. Contact me as 
above.

AstroNotes October 2001 9



For Sale: Meade 8' SCT
Ready for the fall observing season? This telescope package could be the rig 
you’ve been waiting for at a price you can afford. Here’s what’s included:
• LX6 eight-inch f/6.3 Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope
• Motorized (RA and Dec) equatorial fork mount
• Rugged adjustable field tripod with large accessory tray
• Meade Digital Readout System (digital setting circles) with hand-controller 

for setting lunar, solar or sidereal drive rates, slewing (2x and 8x), motorized 
focus control and built-in map light

• MotoFocus attachment for motorized focusing
• 2-inch focuser with 1¼ -2-inch adapter
• 2-inch 35-mm Erfle eyepiece
• Full aperture glass solar filter
• 8x50 straight-through finderscope
• Dew shield
• Field battery pack and cigarette adapter
• Hard case for telescope transport/storage
• Manual
Quite a complete package, yet asking $1,400, negotiable. The optical set has 
mild spherical aberration, but this has not been a problem in observing star 
fields, clusters, galaxies and nebulae, and would be ideal for CCD imaging. 
Prime focus and piggyback photography of the Moon, Comet Hale-Bopp, 
constellations was most satisfactory. If you are interested, please call Brian 
McCullough at 836-3366.

Ottawa Centre Bulletin Board

For Sale: 6" f/10 Newtonian Telescope
• Hand-ground and figured mirror and secondary flat made in 1961 by L.H. 

Sparey of the Royal Astronomical Society in London.
• Very rigid primary cell of micarta on an aluminum base with adjustable 

spring suspension. Secondary mount has an adjustable inner support on 
spherical base, attached to the tube at four points.

• Tube is 1/4" varnish-impregnated paper, 60" long, with a large accessory 
platform for a finderscope or camera.

• Tube mount is a plate with rings to permit tube rotation.
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• Prime focus is outside the optical tube and permits prime focus photography. 
Focus tube mount is large to permit accessory attachments.

• Includes a basic wooden tripod is basic wooden, and miscellaneous accesso
ries.

Asking $400. Contact Robert Edgar at: Phone: (613) 679-4718 
Fax: (613) 679-4779 or e-mail: era2000@ haw k .ig s .ne t.

For Sale: Celestron CG-5 German Equatorial Mount 
Complete with dual axis drives and high resolution encoders, on custom 
wooden tripod legs. The mount has been regreased and rebuilt. Asking $850.00 
Contact Michael Wolfson at (613) 233-1450.

For Sale: 35 mm Russian Zenit 122 Camera.
Ideal for astrophotography. Mechanical shutter means no batteries to run down 
during long exposures of the night sky. Comes with f/2 lens. Asking $150. 
Contact Harry Adams at f a r . s ta r@ sy m p atico .ca

For Sale: Pentax K1000
Manual 35 mm SLR camera with Soligor macro zoom lens, 20 mm to 80 mm. 
Comes with a 62 mm 1A Skylight filter. Asking $195. This camera can be seen 
over the day at 395 Richmond Road, Ottawa. Call Rock Mallin at (613) 
728-9197.
Optiks
Do you get a headache while using your favourite binoculars? Did you drop 
them in the water, and now you cannot see through them? Do you hear 
something rattle when you shake the binoculars?
If you can answer yes! to any of these questions, or have questions about 
binoculars, telescopes or any other optical instrument, call OPTIKS (Barry 
Matthews) at (613) 829-5251 for fast and reasonable repairs done locally.

For Sale: Atlas of Finest NGC Objects, Messier Atlas
Atlas o f Finest NGC Objects covers 110 FNGC objects and over 130 other 
NGC objects on 107 charts. Charts are 3 x 4 degrees with limiting magnitude of 
12.4. Info on objects is summarized at the bottom of each page. Includes 26- 
page, mag. 7.3 Star Atlas. 145 pages. Messier Atlas covers all Messier objects; 
same format as FNGC Atlas. 140 pages. Both atlases available in “Correct 
Image” and “Mirror E/W” formats. Prices are $20.00 each atlas or both for 
$35.00. For more information, call Harry Adams at (613) 584-4804 or e-mail 
f a r . s ta r@ sy m p atico . ca
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Next RASC Ottaw a Centre M eeting

Canada Science and Technology Museum 
8:00 PM Friday 02 November 2001

Clear Skies!
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