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The Ottawa Centre is one o f 26 centres o f the Royal Astronomical Society o f Canada- - an 
organization dedicated to the advancement o f astronomy and allied sciences. The Ottawa Centre,

formed in 1906, has over 400 members. Centre facililties include the Fred P. 
Lossing Observatory near Almonte, which houses several instruments 
including an excellent 16-inch reflector. The Centre also operates an astro
nomical book library and a telescope loan library.

Membership in the Ottawa Centre is $44 per year for regular members (outside 
Canada, US$44) and $27.55 for junior members. Members receive the annual 
Observers Handbook, the bimonthly RASC Journal, the Canadian bi-monthly 
magazine SkyNews and 10 issues o f the Ottawa Centre’s newsletter, 
AstroNotes.
The Centre can be contacted at P.O. Box 33012, 1974 Baseline Road, Ottawa 
ON K2C 0E0; at (613) 830-3381; or via Internet at o t t a w a .r a s c .c a .



Jazzed  on SM A R Tsco pe
by Tim Cole, Editor
In the last few weeks, there’s been a lot of visible progress with the 
SMARTscope project. We’ve been through those early stages of a project when 
it’s hard to show the progress we’ve made, but it’s starting to come together. 
We’ve still got a lot to do, but we’ve accomplished a lot.
The latest Journal o f the RASC has an article about Regina Centre’s 
Saskatchewan Millennium Telescope project. That might seem a bit 
disappointing, but they started their project about two years before we did. In 
fact, Regina Centre’s accomplishment is encouraging — we’re not doing badly 
at all. Their project also provides us with a bit of validation that an Internet- 
accessible observatory is not only achievable, but practical. At this phase in a 
project as involved as SMARTscope, “warm fuzzies” are very comforting.
You might think building an observatory is pretty basic stuff, but SMARTscope 
is a surprisingly complex engineering project. Many engineering firms couldn’t 
handle this project, and few could do it well. There are a lot of specialties 
needed to get this job done, some of them being fairly obscure. The software 
alone would keep a commercial design team working for months. Yet we’re 
doing the job with volunteers, all of whom have jobs, families, and outside 
lives.
One remarkable aspect of the SMARTscope project is its funding. You really 
can’t beat the cost to Ottawa Centre members: zero! Of course, we’ve been 
fortunate to have a wonderful combination of donors and project partners who 
have made extraordinarily generous contributions to the project. It’s interesting 
that many donations have been from team members themselves, people who are 
already donating their time, effort, and skills. That SMARTscope has attracted 
such dedicated supporters, partners, and team members speaks for itself.
The project is going well, but I can guarantee we haven’t thought of everything. 
So here’s an open invitation. If you’ve got ideas, questions, or comments about 
the SMARTscope project, pass them on. If you’d like to join the project team, 
let us know. Don’t be shy! This is your project too!

Cover Illu stra tio n
From left to right: Chris Teron, Hugh Pett, and Mike Zeidler in the excavation 
for the SMARTscope observatory on the CRC grounds at Shirley’s Bay. They 
are actually standing in the pit for the telescope pier, which they’ve just 
excavated by hand. Fortunately, most of the excavation was done earlier with a 
back-hoe. Photo courtesy Hugh Pett.
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R ep o rt on th e  M on trea l G en era l A ssem b ly
by Robert Dick, National Council Representative

The RASC General Assembly (GA) is the annual event where members of the 
RASC meet to discuss the business of the national Society. There are several 
styles of entertainment grouped around a paper session, guest lecturers, good 
food and parties. The parties may linger into the wee hours of the morning. And 
there is no escape, especially if your room is directly below the party room — 
as was mine.
I have attended many GAs and each one is different, reflecting the character of 
the host Centre. As an Ottawa National Council Representative, 1 must attend 
the business meetings. So, I do not have an opportunity to explore the various 
cities in which they are held. However, I find these meetings, if not fun, then at 
least very interesting.
This year’s RASC General Assembly was held in Montreal at McGill 
University. We slept in the Royal Victoria College (RVC) Residence. Several 
activities were held in the RVC. One was the first National Council Meeting to 
be held in what appeared to be a piano recital room complete with a beautifully 
carved grand piano. The residence also provided the venue for the barbeque and 
a presentation by David Levy.
The paper session, the Helen Sawyer Hogg Memorial Lecture, and two 
business meetings were held a few blocks down St. Catherine Street in the 
Bronfman Building. The Annual Banquet was held across the street from the 
Bronfman Building in the Omni Hotel.
I arrived on the Thursday afternoon. After checking into the RVC Residence, I 
had dinner with about a dozen other GA attendees at the Holiday Inn a few 
blocks east of the residence on St. Catherine Street. After dinner, we walked up 
University Avenue, across the McGill campus to the Montreal Centre’s 
historical observatory beside the McGill Stadium.
The last time I was at their Observatory was in the early 1970s. It is a small, old 
building but comfortable and with a lot of character. It shows its age. Indeed, 
they can no longer use the roof or dome because they no longer meet the 
Campus and City fire regulations. Inside the building, the heritage of the 
Montreal Centre is displayed in photographs and in through their store of old 
instruments.
There are three meetings during the GA: a National Council Meeting (NCM) at 
which only Centre representatives and the Society executive may vote, an 
Annual Meeting at which all members can vote and a second NCM at which 
Society committees are reconstituted and staffed.
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The work of the GA began at 9 a.m. on Friday morning at the first NCM. The 
most important item on the agenda was the issue of decoupling National and 
Centre fees. It was an administrative streamlining of what in principal is already 
done across most of the Society. Many Centres already set their own fees (in 
terms of a surcharge) independently of the National Society fee. The issue at 
hand was the revision of our bylaws to more clearly reflect the operations of our 
Society. However, representatives of many Centres had reservations about the 
bylaw amendments. During the debate at this NCM, proponents of the bylaw 
amendments attempted to satisfy the technical concerns over decoupling while 
opponents voiced their concerns on more fundamental issues. By the way, the 
Ottawa Centre has no surcharge, and we enjoy one of the lowest fees in the 
entire Society. This is, in part, due to the careful management of our Centre.
On Friday evening, we enjoyed an outdoor barbeque at the RVC residence. 
Following this was a talk by David Levy. He reminisced about his days as a 
young member of the Montreal Centre and how the people and events molded 
his life.
The paper session was held on Saturday, which included two invited papers. Dr. 
Jayme Mattews reported on Canada’s MOST1 satellite that is due to be launched 
late this year. The informative and humorous talk was very  well received. 
Another invited paper was by Brent Archinal. He spoke about his work on 
reviewing and revising catalogs of star clusters. Such catalogs contain and 
perpetuate errors if they are not corrected. (He has written a book, due to be 
published soon, with corrections on position and identification of many 
clusters.)
At the Annual Meeting on the Sunday, the general membership debated the 
decoupling issue again. As with the debates on this topic at the NCMs over the 
last few years, these were both passionate and technical. In the end, the motion 
to revise the bylaws was defeated by a healthy margin by votes from across the 
country. Concerns remained about the fundamental concept of decoupling and 
that it may weaken our Society.
The second NCM followed the Annual Meeting. During this meeting, standing 
committees (permanent committees) are staffed and temporary “Special 
Committees” are re-constituted and staffed. An item from the previous NCM 
was carried over to this meeting. The RASC Education Committee is creating a 
publication to assist teachers in covering the topic of astronomy in primary and 
secondary schools. Council heartily endorsed the work done by the Committee 
but a motion on its funding was tabled until the next NCM in October.

1 MOST: Microvariability and Oscillation of Stars — Editor
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Dr. Paul Hodge was our third invited speaker immediately after the Council 
meetings on Sunday,. He spoke about an object discovered by E.E. Barnard that 
is now known as NGC 6822: a galaxy in Sagittarius. After a brief biography of 
Barnard, he talked about how the object became mis-identified and re
discovered. This lead to additional work on its member nebulae, open clusters 
and globular clusters by Hodge and others.
The last official activity was the Banquette on Sunday night. In addition to the 
fine meal was the award of the Chilton Award to Mr. Pettigrew of Regina for his 
comet discovery last year. There were also door prizes and we were serenaded 
by the tarnished silver tonsils of Dr. Jayme Matthews of the MOST Project with 
a follow-up rendition of his song about Tycho Brahe by Patrice Scattolin and 
Mark Bratton.
The next two General Assemblies will be hosted by the Vancouver Centre, BC 
(2003) and the St. John’s Centre, Nfld (2004). I encourage everyone to consider 
attending one or more GAs.

The Ottawa Centre 
Supernova Counter

Ottawa Centre member Lou Cox discovered his second supernova as part of 
Tim Puckett’s supernova search team. This makes a total of 53 supernova 
discoveries for the Puckett team, and brings the total for Ottawa Centre 
members to 17. The breakdown is:

• Lou Cox: 2
• Doug George: 9
• Ajai Sehgal: 6 

Congratulations, Lou! Well done!

SUPERNOVA 2002di IN MCG +05-40-2
T. Puckett and L. Cox, Mountain Town, GA [sic], report the discovery of an 
apparent supernova (mag 17.6) on an unfiltered CCD frame (limiting mag 
19.3) taken with the Puckett Observatory 0.35-m automated patrol 
telescope on June 9.30 UT, and the object was confirmed on CCD frames 
taken on June 10.14. The new object is located at R.A. = 16h52m23s.30, 
Decl. = +30°42'40".0 (equinox 2000.0), which is 7".4 east and 0".1 north of 
the center of MCG +05-40-2.
(Extract from IAU Circular 7917, released 10 June 2002)
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International Astronomy Day 2002
by Debra Tigner, Outreach Coordinator

Last April, a record number of volunteers (21) helped make our version of 
International Astronomy Day a happy success.
At the Canada Science and Technology Museum, we set up our equipment and 
displays among some of the Museum’s space treasures like the Apollo 7 
Command Module.
Back by popular demand, Rick Wagner’s mirror grinding demonstrations were 
well attended, with many young (and older) hands trying out the craft of mirror 
making. Brian McCullough captured audiences with his natural story-telling 
talents as he told of the fatal meteorite impact in the Yucatan Peninsula that is 
thought to have killed the dinosaurs 65 million years ago. Ron St. Martin set up 
a beautiful boxed display of his meteorite collection. Doug Luoma showed his 
stunning astrophotos on his new projector system. The astronomy magazine 
giveaway table was popular again.
Mike Earl brought in displays of some of his astrophotos and then went outside 
to show people the planets in the daytime. He found Jupiter, Saturn, Mars, and 
Mercury, with a manually controlled telescope! Paul Comission and Seamus 
Boyle greeted passers-by with their solar telescopes showing sunspots to the 
amazed. Attila Danko delighted everyone with a refractor equipped with a

hydrogen alpha filter 
to let you see solar 
prominences and 
filaments. What an 
incredible view of the 
Sun! I could see huge 
prominences curling 
away from the edge 
and long flares all 
around. Some of the 
flares looked as if they 
were suspended above 
the surface. This was a 
real treat for everyone. 
If you ever get a 
chance to look through 
one of these filters, 
take it. You will be star 
struck!
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Back inside, at the Children’s Space 
Crafts table, youngsters enjoyed several 
crafts and activities, making 70 do-it- 
yourself planispheres. Kids also saw a 
3-D model of the solar system and created 
tea-bag galaxies. Chris Teron set up a 
SMARTscope information displays, 
demonstrating how he could remotely 
operate his 8" LX-200 through his 
computer. New member Niraj Chandra 
worked the information table and gave 
out plenty of centre information, general 

astronomy flyers, and lots of smiles. Ricardo Borba, his wife Giselda Silva, and 
his son Victor helped with crafts and talking astronomy to other enthusiasts.
Two large display stands and a video monitor showing Rob Dick’s Celestial 
Sphere video completed the indoor displays.

Photo courtesy Yves Demers

Photo courtesy Yves Demers

The evening star party was well attended. A crowd was already waiting when 
the Astronomy Day crew got back to the museum after dinner. Along with Tim 
Cole operating the Museum’s 15" refractor, several volunteers set up their own
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telescopes. The moon and planets were featured and people got different views 
and magnifications from a variety of scopes from owner-operators Niraj 
Chandra, Mike Earl, Peter Kerr, Chris Teron, Heather Teron, and Debra Tigner. 
The star party ended with a bright green aurora, to the great delight of already 
delighted stargazers.
Due to the recent planetary line-up, there has been an increase in interest in 
astronomy among the public. And the volunteer members of the Ottawa Centre 
did a wonderful job of perpetuating that enthusiasm. I am very proud to be part 
of the RASC Ottawa Centre.
Special thanks go to Jenn Tigner for her hard work as Astronomy Day Co- 
coordinator, taking care of so many details and ensuring things went well. 
Thanks as well to Yves Demers, who took many great and entertaining photos. 
(You can see then on the Ottawa Centre web site at o t t a w a .r a s c .c a .) 
Finally, thanks to Heather Teron and Rachel Tigner for their help with the 
crafts, setup and takedown, and general silliness and fun.

Photo Coutesy Yves Demers

So Long Till Next Time!
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Note: New AstroNotes e-mail address
We now have a new e-mail address for AstroNotes business:

astronotes@ottawa.rasc.ca
Please update your e-mail programs, address book utilites and so on. The old 
address will be maintained for a few weeks or months, but eventually, we’ll be 
phasing it out completely.

Ottawa Centre Bulletin Board

For Sale: SkyWatcher 8" f/6 Dobsonian
Complete with finderscope and two eyepieces (10mm and 25mm). Terence 
Dickinson gave this model a good review in his regular product evaluation 
columns. Used twice; asking $500. Contact John Henderson at 748-1199

For Sale: 25" Obsession Telescope
Purchased second-hand three years ago and never used — too big for me! 
Asking $9500 or best offer. Contact Tommy at 834-0951 or e-mail
tommy1@ca.inter.net

For Sale: 6" f/10 Newtonian Telescope
• Hand-ground and figured mirror and secondary flat made in 1961 by L.H. 

Sparey of the Royal Astronomical Society in London.
• Very rigid primary cell of micarta on an aluminum base with adjustable 

spring suspension. Secondary mount has an adjustable inner support on 
spherical base, attached to the tube at four points.

• Tube is 1/4" varnish-impregnated paper, 60" long, with a large accessory 
platform for a finderscope or camera.

• Tube mount is a plate with rings to permit tube rotation.
• Prime focus is outside the optical tube and permits prime focus photography. 

Focus tube mount is large to permit accessory attachments.
• Includes a basic wooden tripod and miscellaneous accessories.
Asking $400. Contact Robert Edgar at: Phone: (613) 679-4718 
Fax: (613) 679-4779 or e-mail: era2000@hawk.igs.net.

Starlight Theatre
Need containers for a precious eyepiece? Bring it in and pick a Skypiece 
container that fits.
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If you are learning your way around the sky, you will find our Celestial Sphere 
videotape or star maps very useful. They are great for beginners or as presents 
for beginners. We also have teaching materials for educators. A description of 
these and other items is on our web site (www. s ta r l ig h t- th e a tre .ca). Buy at 
the RASC meetings for discounts and save on shipping and handling charges.
We set up after every meeting beside the coffee table. We accept cash and 
checks made out to Starlght Theatre.
Contact Robert Dick at s l t @s ta r lig h t- th e a tre .ca

For Sale: Atlas of Finest NGC Objects, Messier Atlas
Atlas o f Finest NGC Objects covers 110 FNGC objects and over 130 other 
NGC objects on 107 charts. Charts are 3 x 4 degrees with limiting magnitude of 
12.4. Info on objects is summarized at the bottom of each page. Includes 26- 
page, mag. 7.3 Star Atlas. 145 pages. Messier Atlas covers all Messier objects; 
same format as FNGC Atlas. 140 pages. Both atlases available in “Correct 
Image” and “Mirror E/W” formats. Prices are S20.00 each atlas or both for 
$35.00. For more information, call Harry Adams at (613) 584-4804 or e-mail 
far.star@sympatico.ca

Want fame, fortune, and international stature?
Sorry, I can’t promise you any of those things. But share your opinions, 
knowledge, and experiences with your fellow astronomers of the Ottawa 
Centre. What makes a good AstroNotes article? Here are a few ideas:
• Reviews of books, software, TV programs, etc.
• How-to articles
• Success stories (or horror stories!)
• Observing reports
A good length is 300 to 600 words. Illustrations should fit into about half a 
page. Remember that illustrations with fine details may not print well.
It’s probably simplest to submit your articles via e-mail, but almost any 
format will do — including marks on paper!
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Next RASC Ottawa Centre Meeting

Canada Science and Technology Museum 
8:00 PM Friday 06 September 2002

Clear Skies!

12 AstroNotes June/July 2002

E
X
E
C
U
T
I
V
E
 
SE

CR
ET

AR
Y,

 
R.

A.
S.

C.
 

13
6 

D
U
P
O
N
T
 
ST

.
T
O
R
O
N
T
O
 
ON

T.
M
5
R
 
1V

2 
4 

C


