
                                                                                                                              
Volume 53 No 5 June 2014   Editor: Janet Tulloch 
Send submissions to: jhtulloch@gmail.com   
All copyright including the photographs belongs directly to the authors.   
No reprints without permission. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 
 

Announcements 

The 2014 RASC General Assembly 
Victoria Centre, B.C.: June 26 - June 29, 2014 

Join the members of Victoria Centre as we celebrate 100 years of being a RASC Centre at our 2014 
RASC General Assembly. To add to the festivities, we will also be celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory, located in Saanich, B.C., just to the north of downtown 
Victoria.  

The 2014 General Assembly will showcase the DAO, University of Victoria's new observatory located on 
the campus, which is our assembly headquarters, a wide-ranging scientific and cultural program for 
your entire family, and all this conducted against the spectacular natural beauty of Canada's West 
Coast. Guest Speakers include Dr Laura Ferrarese, Bob McDonald of CBC's Quirks and Quarks, and 
RASC's own Peter Broughton. For more details, see the RASC June bulletin 2014. 

 

Member’s News 

Observatory Open House, Spring 2014 
By Robert Dick 
 
I held my bi-annual Observatory Open House on the weekend of May 23-24. I was looking forward to 
observing the new Camelopardalis meteor shower. Now that I have learned how to spell it, it would be 
nice to explore that area of sky while being entertained by meteors. Sadly, the clouds only parted for a 
few small patches and even then it was only fleetingly. 
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I used this time to check out my large half-tonne telescope, tweak the alignment and set the friction 
clutches. 
 
Saturday was different. As people began to arrive in the late afternoon, it was under a clear blue sky. 
As the Sun began to sink lower, the air temperature began to fall – foreshadowing a post-midnight fog. 
 
Five of us met in Perth for dinner and returned at 8:00pm to open the dome so that the interior could 
cool off. This was followed by the long wait – over 2 hours for the sky to darken. 
 
A few more people arrived and we began to manually step from object to object. We started on 
Cassigrain to view Jupiter, Mars and Saturn. My comfortable 40 mm eyepiece yielded 250X – about the 
limit for that early in the night, as the seeing was still settling down. 
 
Then we switched to Newtonian for lower power views of open and globular clusters, a few galaxies 
and planetary nebulae. All this time I tried weaving some astrophysics into the views and descriptions 
of the objects. 
 
No one was staying over or camping that night 
so they began to leave between midnight and 
2:00am. This ensured that they would still be 
awake during their drive back to Ottawa. 
 
Rick Wagner and I were the last on deck taking 
pictures of the sky with wide-angle lenses. My 
old Canon Rebel came in a poor second against 
Rick’s newer model. 
 
It was great to get at least one good night. I 
hope to hold another in the fall. Perhaps I will see you then. 
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Reviews – Books; Films; Dark sky sites, Equipment, other 
 
Here is the second in a series of public dark sky observing sites. See the February 2014 issue of 
AstroNotes for my and Gordon’s review of the Lennox-Addington Dark Sky pad. 
 
Almost Heaven: The FLO  
By Gordon A. Webster 
 
The more time I spend observing at darker sites, the more I realize just how blinded I am in my Orleans 

backyard by the intense light pollution of the nearby park and ride, shopping centre and the city in 
general.  I find I am looking more and more for a darker site to observe from but driving for two hours 

isn't something I want to do regularly either.   In the winter being somewhere other than the backyard 

means the only place to get warm is the car with its inherent loss of dark adaption.  And year round 
there is the issue of what to do with the thermos of coffee l have consumed to stay awake and warm. 

There is a solution:  the Fred P. Lossing Observatory. 

The FLO is located between Almonte and Pakenham about 25 minutes from Kanata.  The former Indian 
River Observatory was renamed in 1999 after the late Fred P. Losing.  Fred was a guiding force of the 
Ottawa Centre in the 1970s and 1980s.  He was heavily involved in the construction of the 16" 
telescope and related buildings when they were originally built on the site of the North Mountain 
Observatory.  Fred was also the one who negotiated the release of those buildings when the centre 
was caught without a permit to move them halfway between North Mountain and their current 
location near the Indian River on the grounds of the Mill of Kintail.   

One of those original buildings is now a warm room for key holders.  The other houses the 16" scope 
which is available after you have been trained on it.  The observatory has a roll-off roof. 
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The actual observing site is set well back from the road so there are never any headlights to destroy 
your dark adaption. Thanks to the efforts of Pat Browne and others, the surrounding municipality has 

active light abatement policies in place to help preserve the dark sky.  Ron St. Martin is the director of 

the FLO.  He takes care of all the things on the ground including making sure the grass is cut and the 

snow is plowed. The access road is kept well plowed in the winter. It is maintained year round. At the 

end of the road is a large open area with the observatory buildings to the east.  There is an observing 

mound to the south of the observatory.  As well there are observing areas on the north and south sides 

of the parking lot.  When setting up members must use either the mound near the observatory or the 

areas in the north or south side of the parking lot.  Do not setup in the middle of the parking lot. Ron 

will hunt you down. 
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But what about the sky?  The Clear Sky 

Chart shows it as an olive green.  What 

does that mean?  Well, the first thing 

you will notice is that the Milky Way is 

visible.  M 31 is a naked eye object.  

Coma Berenices' hair glows with a shine 
most shampoos ads promise.  The 

fainter Messier objects that are invisible 
in my 12" scope in the city are easy 

targets in my 120mm at the FLO.  In the 

photo, you can see Scorpius rising. 

Because the site is a clearing in the 

woods you don't get views to the 

horizon in any direction.  The photo also 

gives you a good indication of the 

average height of the trees surrounding 

the site.  They are a little taller toward 

the north and east.  The benefit of this is 

that the trees hide the light domes from 

the nearby municipalities.  I find that I 

am not really aware of the light domes  

The photo of the sky was taken with a Canon T3i piggyback on my  
CG5 mount at ISO 3200 with a 150 second exposure.  
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except the one from Ottawa which glows above the trees or shows up slightly in longer exposure 

photos.  All in all, I like the FLO.  I have been there lots of times, sometimes alone, sometimes with 

friends.  Often when I arrive there are others there.  Just as often I have the place to myself.  It's not 

“Nirvana” but it is close, has a warm room and a portapotti.  I can go observing for four hours and still 

get enough sleep in my own bed to make it through the next day at work.  That is a nice combination. 

 
The Sky this Month – June 2014 
 

• Gary Boyle’s Northern Skies 
http://www.rasc.ca/news/sky-month-june-2014 
 

• Tonight’s Sky: Highlights of the June Sky 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-cOmbe-xyk&feature=em-uploademail 
 
 
Observation Images of the month - New editorial policy for this section.  

Since AstroNotes is now primarily an e-newsletter, after speaking with some RASC members, the editor 

has decided to publish all observation images shown at the RASC meeting for the relevant month. So 

for example all observation images for the June meeting will be published in the June newsletter. If, for 

any reason, presenters do not want their photos reproduced in the newsletter, please advise the editor 

by email before the relevant monthly meeting. Otherwise permission to reproduce your images in the 

newsletter will be assumed. The editor would also appreciate a brief line about the image including the 

title, date, approximate location and medium. If a photograph, could you please include ISO, exposure 

time, single or multiple stacked images, single shot or composite, and post-production software used, 

if any. 

 

http://www.rasc.ca/news/sky-month-june-2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-cOmbe-xyk&feature=em-uploademail
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Gary Boyle  
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                Raymond P. Dubois, Camelopardalids Meteor Shower in the Northern Sky 2014-05-23 23h55, Soike  
 Road, Ontario. Nikon D300 with AF Nikkor 18-35mm/3.5-4.5 D IF-ED at 20mm (35mmFilm="30"), 
  ISO 1250, 1 min at f/4.5, on an iOptron iEQ45 mount. Single shot, no stacking, some cropping and 
 minimal post processing with Lightroom 3. 
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             Raymond P. Dubois Camelopardalids' persistent train 2014-05-23 23h56, Soike Road, Ontario. Photo  
             data: Nikon D300 with AF Nikkor 18-35mm/3.5-4.5 D IF-ED at 20mm (35mmFilm="30"), ISO1250, 1 min at 
             f/4.5, on an iOptron iEQ45 mount. Single shot, no stacking, some cropping and minimal post processing with 
            Lightroom 3. 
 



                                                                                                                              
Volume 53 No 5 June 2014   Editor: Janet Tulloch 
Send submissions to: jhtulloch@gmail.com   
All copyright including the photographs belongs directly to the authors.   
No reprints without permission. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10 
 

 Raymond P. Dubois Camelopardalids in the Milky Way. 2014-05-24 01h22, Soike Road, Ontario. 
 Photo data: Nikon D700 with AF-S Nikkor 17-35mm/2.8 D IF-ED at 20mm (35mmFilm="20"), ISO1250, 1  
 min at f/3.2, on an iOptron iEQ45 mount. Single shot, no stacking, some cropping and minimal post   
 processing with Lightroom 3. GPS values: Latitude="45 40.7297N" Longitude="77 1.9318W" Altitude=" 132m" 
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  Pierre Martin 
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  Pierre Martin 
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  Pierre Martin 


