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We have another big issue for you this month with lots of images, but I know you 

only get it for the articles. 

As we continue to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the FLO, Rick Scholes 

continues his series of articles based on the last 50 years of FLO logbooks and it 

continues to be fascinating reading.  Rob Dick is providing us with bioôs of some 

of the people whose names are attached to various features of our Centre.  This 

month his focus is on Stan Mott, after whom our library is named.  He also shares 

some of the (amusing in hindsight) history of how the observatory and warm 

room got to their current location from their original site at North Mountain. And 

we have a few FLO Moments to share with you and we hope you will share 

yourôs with us in future issues.   

COVID 19 has had a big impact on all of us over the past year.  It has put a halt 

to our Public Star Parties and significantly changed how we (read Dave 

Chisholm) do Outreach.  It has had an impact on our Member Star Parties as well.  

For many of us though, it has been an opportunity to learn something new.  For 

Boni Penna it has meant expanding his interest into a previously unexplored area, 

Astro-Philately.  Have you started something new or rekindled an old passion to 

help you cope with the Pandemic Blues?  We would love to hear about it even if 

it not astronomy related. 

Did I mention we have lots of images this month? 

 

Clear skies and stay safe, 

Gordon 
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Ottawa Skies 
By David Chisholm 

 

 

Comet 141P/Machholz steadily climbs in altitude as it moves east this winter. Stars in this and all maps are 

shown to magnitude 6 unless otherwise noted.  

Chris Marriott's SkyMap 

/ƻƳŜǘ мпмtκaŀŎƘƻƭȊн
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/ƻƳŜǘ мрсtκwǳǎǎŜƭƭπ[Lb9!w

hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ фΣ нлнмΣ /ƻƳŜǘ 
мрсtκwǳǎǎŜƭƭπ[Lb9!w ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 
ǎŎŜƴƛŎ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴǿƘŜŜƭ 
DŀƭŀȄȅ όaооύ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛŀƴƎǳƭǳƳΦ
tƘƻǘƻΥ /ƘǊƛǎ {ŎƘǳǊ

wǳǎǎŜƭƭπ[Lb9!w ŦŀŘŜǎ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 
ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ млπƛƴŎƘ ƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƳƛŘπ
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǘϥǎ ƻǊōƛǘŀƭ 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛǎ сΦп ȅŜŀǊǎΦ
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February 27 - Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face will 

be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 08:19 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native American 

нфtκ{ŎƘǿŀǎǎƳŀƴƴπ²ŀŎƘƳŀƴƴπ9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƪȅ όWŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ aŀǊŎƘύ ςwŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ Řŀǿƴ όƳƛŘπWǳƭȅύ
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tribes as the Snow Moon because the heaviest snows usually fell during this time of the year. Since hunting is 

difficult, this moon has also been known by some tribes as the Hunger Moon, since the harsh weather made 

hunting difficult. 

 

 

 

Mercury   

Not Visible 

Rise/Set 07:49/18:18 -> 05:40/15:23 
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 Venus 

Not Visible 

Rise/Set 06:54/15:53 -> 06:40/17:05 

 

 Mars 

Visible in the evening. 

Rise/Set 10:42/01:06 -> 09:37/00:41  

 

 Jupiter  

Not Visible 

Rise/Set 07:23/16:46 -> 05:54/15:33 
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 Saturn 

Not Visible 

Rise/Set 07:09/16:20 -> 05:32/14:50 

 

 Uranus 

Visible all evening. 

Rise/Set 10:37/00:29 -> 08:52/22:43 

 

 Neptune 

Visible early evening first half of the month. 

Rise/Set 08:58/20:13 -> 07:14/18:31 
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The Ottawa Centre Observatory: 

A History  -  

Book 2: The Indian River Observatory and Comet Fame (1977-1980) 

 

The year 2021 marks the 50th anniversary of what is now known as the Fred Lossing Observatory (FLO). 

Logbook 2 spans the first three years of its residence on the grounds of the Mill  of Kintail, near Almonte, where 

it is still located.  The grounds are part of the Mississippi Valley Conservation Area (MVCA), through which 

the Indian River runs. 

 

As before, I present the observatory logbook highlights in chronological order, selecting entries for their 

interest, significance, or humour.  Additional information from a source other than the logbook has occasionally 

been inserted in [square] brackets. 
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IRO Opening and First  Winter  

 

Indian River Observatory Book 2 covers the period from its opening in October 1977 through September 1980. 

Like Book 1, it is composed of loose-leaf pages bound in rigid a green duo-tang folder.  The first page begins 

with ñChapter II  IROò, plus the site longitude, latitude, and elevation.  [Curiously, comparison with Google 

GPS coordinates indicates that the degrees and minutes were correct, but the seconds of longitude and latitude 

were interchanged.]  [The relocation was paid for through donations from members and directed by a committee 

comprised of Peter McKinnon, Robert Dick, Art Fraser, Barry Matthews, and Rolf Meier.]  Rolf is again the 

scribe for ñOpening day!?  Cloudy of courseò on 8 October.   

 

 
Fred Lossing doing the official opening of IRO, note the 2 plaques on the wall, the original one for NMO, the 

new plaque for IRO ï Photo courtesy of Cathy Hall. 

The list of 18 attendees included Fred Lossing [Ottawa Centre president in 1977-78] and several familiar names 

from the North Mountain years: Pete MacKinnon, Cathy Hall, Robert Dick, Stan Mott, Doug Welch, and Chris 
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Martin. Rolf writes, ñIndian River Observatory was officially  opened tonight by Dr. C.S. Beals [honorary 

president and retired Dominion Astronomer]. But it rained tonight. Oh well, maybe it will  be better tomorrow 

night.ò  So, Rolf stayed overnight, and then ñAwakened to more rain.ò Despite the foul weather, another 20 

names are listed including Barry Matthews, Robin Molson, Frank Roy, and Doug George.  A visitor from the 

Toronto centre noted ñA most impressive facilityò and finally ñP.S. anyone finding any pieces of a jigsaw 

puzzle, please save for Doug Welch.ò  A cloudy night pastime ... 
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Cake baked by Cathy Hall for the opening of IRO - Photo courtesy of Cathy Hall 

The skies finally cleared on the night of October 13, so Rolf ñobserved and photographed Comet Koehler, M31 

40min, Helix 50 min, Andromeda 40 min, Jupiter tri-x, fine viewing of M42.  Also freezing.ò Fred Lossing was 

meanwhile ñinstalling little white houseò, assisted by Gordy Grummett.  [Nobody Iôve contacted can remember 

what gear this structure contained.] On 5 November Ken Tapping noted ñfirst parts of Radio Telescope on site.ò  

The ñRTò setup continued through November.  Star Nite on 10 December was ñc-c-c-cold!! very clearò and was 

attended by about 25 people including, apparently, ñMr. Spock, Mr. Sulu, and Mrs. Spockò.  

 

Entries during that winter mention the roads being plowed irregularly and occasional problems with the drive 

electronics.  On March 31, Rolf notes during an afternoon visit, ñSnow drifts on road not melted in spots. Road 

soft; unable to drive in. Hill  seems solid.  Some water on observatory floor.ò  A couple of nights later, on April  

2, we find his first mention of ñ1/2 hr. C.S.ò [comet search, presumably] along with other observations and 

photography.  The Star Nite on April  8 was attended by 31 people.  However, on the following ñmore peacefulò 

night Rolf noted, ñObservatory speaker broken. control cable brokenò along with a gentle reprimand to 

irresponsible attendees.  A group of 25 young guests were hosted by Dick and MacKinnon on April  24, leaving 

comments that ranged from ñso soò through ñinterestingò and ñneatoò up to ñspectacularò. 

 
































































