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We haveanother big issue for you this month with lotsrogesput | know you
only getit for the articles.

As we continue to cebrate the S0 Anniversary of the FLORick Scholes
continues hiseriesof articlesbased on the last 50 ysaof FLO logbooks and it
continues to be fascinating reading. Rob Dick is providing tishiods of some
of the peoplevhose names are attached to various featfrear Centre. This
month hs focus is on Stan Mqtafter whom our libary is namedHe also shares
some of thdamusingn hindsigh) history of how the observatory and warm
room got tatheir current location from theriginal site at North MountairAnd
we have a few FLO Moments share wittyou and we hope you will share
youdb s with wus.in future issues

COVID 19has had a big impact on all o over the past year. It has put a halt
to our Public Star Partiesd significantly changighow we (ead Dave
Chisholm) doOutreach. It has had an impact on our Member Star Parties as
For many of ushough,it hasbeen an opportunity tearn something new. For
Boni Pennait hasmeant expanding his interest irg@reviously unexmired area
Astro-Philately. Have you started something new or rekindled an old passion
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help you cope with the Pandemic Blues? Wil love to hear about it even if
it not astronomy related.

Did | mentionwe have lots of images this month?

Clear skiesand say safe,

Gordon
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Ottawa Skies
By David Chisholm

Ottawa Skies for
February 2021
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Comet 141P/Machholz steadily climbs in altitude as it moves east this winter. Stars in this and all maps are
shown to magnitude 6 unless otherwise noted.
Chris Matrriott's SkyMap
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February 2 Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face wi
befully illuminated. This phase occurs at 08:19 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native American
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tribes as the Snow Moon becatise heaviest snows usually fell during this time of the year. Since hunting is
difficult, this moon has also been known by some tribes as the Hunger Moon, since the harsh weather made
hunting difficult.

Sun

February 1 Rise /Set 07:23/17:10
February 28 Rise /Set 06:42/17:49

Mercury

Not Visible
Rise/Set07:49/18:18-> 05:40/15:23
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Venus
Not Visible
Rise/Set 06:54/15:53> 06:40/17:05

Mars
Visible in the evening.
Rise/Set 10:42/01:06> 09:37/00:41

Jupiter

Not Visible
Rise/Set 07:23/16:46> 05:54/15:33
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Saturn
Not Visible
Rise/Set07:09/16:20-> 05:32/14:50

Uranus
Visible all evening.
Rise/Set 10:37/00:29> 08:52/22:43

Neptune
Visible early evening first half of the month.
Rise/Set 08:58/20:13> 07:14/18:31
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The Ottawa Centre Observatory:
A History -
Book 2: The Indian River Observatory and CometFame(19771980)

Theyear2021marksthe 50thanniversaryf whatis now knownasthe FredLossingObservatoryFLO).
Logbook2 spanghefirst threeyearsof its residencen the groundsof the Mill of Kintail, nearAlmonte,where
it is still located. Thegroundsarepartof the MississippiValley ConservatiorArea(MVCA), throughwhich
thelndianRiverruns.

As before,l presentheobservatoryogbookhighlightsin chronologicalorder,selectingentriesfor their
interestsignificance or humour. Additional informationfrom a sourceotherthanthelogbookhasoccasionally
beeninsertedn [square]brackets.

OTTAWA CENTRE "MOVES
NORTH  MOUNTAIN.

V= Gl AW 35 -
™ P A fv?'”'.'f:n&/ Sy e Wt P
Tt T Py . WP PR il
wI. MIZMDAL sarPesr "
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RO Openingand First Winter

Indian River ObservatoryBook 2 coversthe periodfrom its openingin Octobe 1977throughSeptembef980.
Like Book 1, it is composeaf looseleaf pagesoundin rigid agreenduc-tangfolder. Thefirst pagebegins
withi Ch a p It R @pusthesitelongitude latitude,andelevation. [Curiously,comparisorwith Google
GPScoadinatesndicatesthatthe degreeandminuteswere correct,but the second®f longitudeandlatitude
wereinterchanged.][The relocationwaspaidfor throughdonationdrom membersanddirectedby acommittee
comprisedf PeterMcKinnon, RobertDick, Art Fraser, Barry Matthews,andRolf Meier.] Rolf is againthe
scribefor i O p e way!® Gloudyof c o u rols8dctober.

Fred Lossingloing the official opening of IR@pte the 2 plaques on the wall, the original one for NMO, the
new plaque for IR® Photo courtesy of Cathy Hall.

Thelist of 18 attendeemcludedFredLossing[OttawaCentrepresidenin 1977%78] andseveraffamiliar names
from the North Mountainyears PeteMacKinnon,CathyHall, RobertDick, StanMott, DougWelch,andChris
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Martin. Rolf writes,i | n Rivea @bservatoryvasofficially openedonightby Dr. C.S.Beals[honorary
presidentindretiredDominion Astronomer] But it rainedtonight. Oh well, maybeit will bebettertomorrow
n i g Is6,Rolf stayedovernight,andtheni A w a k ® ma&at a i Despitethefoul weatheranother20
namesarelistedincluding Barry Matthews Robin Molson, FrankRoy, andDoug George. A visitor from the
Torontocentrenotedii Amostimpressive a ¢ i andfirtally @ P .ai8/onefinding anypiecesof ajigsaw
puzzlepleasesavefor DougWe | ¢ A cloadynightpastime...
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Cake bakedby Cathy Hallfor the opening of IR@Photo courtesy of Cathy Hall

Theskiesfinally clearedonthe nightof Octoberl3,soRolf i 0 b s eamdphetdgraphed€ometKoehler,M31
40min,Helix 50 min, Andromeda40 min, Jupitertri-X, fine viewing of M42. Alsof r e e FiedlLgssingwas
meanwhilefi i n s tlitld whiteh g u sassistedy Gordy Grummett. [Nobody!| 6 sometacteccanremember
whatgearthis structurecontained.JOn 5 NovemberKen Tappingnotedi f ipartsof RadioTelescopens i t e .
Thefi R TsétupcontinuedthroughNovember. StarNite on 10 Decembewasii «-c-cold!! veryc | eamdwas
attendedy about25 peopleincluding,apparentlyfi M Spock,Mr. Sulu,andMrs.Sp o c k 0 .

Entriesduringthatwinter mentiontheroadsbeingplowedirregularlyandoccasionaproblemswith thedrive
electronics.On March 31, Rolf notesduringanafternoonvisit, i Somw drifts on roadnot meltedin spots.Road

soft; unableto drive in. Hill seemssolid. Somewateron observatoryf | o @& cougpeof nightslater, on April

2, wefind hisfirst mentionof i 1 hrZZ . Jcometsearchpresumablyhlongwith otherobsenationsand
photography.The StarNite on April 8 wasattendedy 31 people. However,onthefollowingi mop eeac e f u
night Rolf noted,i Ob s e r speakebrokgn.controlcableb r o kakmgwith agentlereprimando
irresponsibleattendeesA groupof 25 youngguestsverehostedoby Dick andMacKinnonon April 24, leaving
commentghatrangedirom fi ssootliroughfi i nt e raedé h e auptoéMs pect acul ar 0.
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