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AstroNotes of the Past - Remembering 1993

Don Parker of Coral Gables, Florida, describes with amazing good 
humour how he saved most of his observatory attached to his home 
from being destroyed by Hurricane Andrew, then had to sleep on the 
lawn beside it with a pistol to deter looters. It’s a great article. 

 In Sky and Telescope from the same month I was intrigued by a 
commentary by Otto Piechowski, a Roman Catholic “pastoral associate” 
who chronicles his lifelong interest in astronomy as a hobby. Then he 
asks a provocative question. “How do we know when we’ve crossed 
over the line from enjoying stargazing as a healthy outlet to using it as a 
sedative that gets in the way of living a full life?”

 Piechowski then makes the astonishing assertion that questions 
one would ask a drug addict might also apply to a stargazer. Examples: 
is this activity, as I practice it, interfering with important relationships? 
To maintain this activity am I associating with persons I would otherwise 
avoid? Is it hindering other aspects of my personality? Piechowski is 
entitled to express his opinion, but I think the comparison to drug 
addicts is going too far. I am constantly aware of what a gift it is to 
be passionately interested in something that stimulates the mind and 
eye. Yes, astronomy can be addictive, but it rewards the enthusiast by 
enriching his or her life with an appreciation of nature on the largest 
scale we know. The activity neither dulls the senses nor impairs ability. I 
would suggest the reverse.

        I happily admit I’m addicted to astronomy. I get withdrawal 
symptoms if persistent cloud cover means I can’t soak up starlight under 
a dark night sky. But I reject any suggestion that people deeply involved 
in this avocation - and there are thousands in Canada - should be even 
remotely compared to drug addicts.

 It’s time for more serious stuff  Mr.Piechowski, like a good 
telescopic look at Mars in clear, steady air!
        



AstroNotes of the Past - Remembering 1993

Mars and the Magazines by Terence Dickinson, April 1993

 Apart from the pleasant surprise of clear weather for the lunar 
eclipse, it’s been a rotten winter. All during the time when Mars was 
closest to Earth I never had one really good night of seeing in seven tries. 
There was always lots of subtle detail just at the threshold of vision, 
wavering in and out of focus as turbulence in the Earth’s atmosphere 
persisted overhead. It was easy to see how a century ago Percival Lowell 
could convince himself that something was there - the canals - that 
doesn’t exist.

        However, at no time did the air ever settle down. Even as mars 
passed near overhead the planet remained frustratingly fuzzy. And it 
was cold! Despite winter garb that made me look like the Michelin Man 
after less then two hours - once less then one - I was fi nished. Active 
observational astronomy in Canada in January is tough enough without 
the additional annoyance of wobbly air probably caused by the jet stream 
bringing in another storm front. So with the report from Mars a bit of a 
bust, let me turn to something else: the two major magazines, Astronomy 
and Sky and Telescope. These two monthlies are better than ever in my 
opinion. They can’t please everyone, but just look at a few issues from 10 
to 15 years ago to see the improvements in today’s product. My hope is 
that they both stay healthy because the competition certainly gives us a 
pleasant choice.

        One only has to take a look at the publications serving some other 
hobbies to get a reading on the astronomy magazines. In terms of 
information content, Astronomy and Sky and Telescope look very good 
compared to bird watching or photography magazines, to choose two 
examples.

        I admit the point about how well amateur astronomers are served 
by these two publications is debatable, so I would like to move on to two 
specifi c articles. In February Astronomy, well-known amateur astronomer 
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            Cover Photo:  100 km hour winds tore off  the SMARTscope dome shutter on May 26, 2011. 
The building and telescope are fi ne, thanks to Chris Teron, Doug George and the CRC.
                 

I remember back when I couldn’t wait for the next issue of Sky and Telescope to 
arrive in my mailbox (the real kind, not the email kind). I would steel away from 
my husband and kids with a glass of wine and sit through a good read. I would 
get caught up on the latest astronomical news and pour over the submitted 
astrophotos that seemed to get better and better with each issue. Now, it doesn’t 
make sense to wait for the next issue to arrive to get the latest and greatest. Not 
only are discoveries being made at an accelerated pace (think exoplanets), but the 
news hits the net instantaneously. Now I get my astronomy fi x on the computer 
between emails and work spread sheets, and yes sometimes with a glass of wine. 
The recent recession has also changed the quality of printed publications; the 
paper is diff erent and the issues thinner (except for SkyNews). It must be really 
tough for Astronomy and Sky and Telescope publications to compete with the 
growing web crowd. Yes, they have online versions as they have to, but it’s not quite 
the same. Look at AstroNotes, we no longer off er a printed version due to the cost 
and lack of interest for the printed copy.

For fun, as we remember AstroNotes of the Past and being in our 50th year, read 
in this issue Terence Dickinson’s article titled ‘Mars and Magazines’ and written for 
AstroNotes back in 1993. It doesn’t seem that long ago but things have changed a 
lot since then.
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News around the Ottawa Centre

International Astronomy Day - A Report by Graeme Hay

 May 7 was International Astronomy Day, and the Ottawa Centre of the RASC 
held several outreach initiatives at the Canadian Museum of Science and Technology. We 
had three main events, Solar Observing during the day with an indoor display manned by 
RASC volunteers during museum hours, and a Star Party after it got dark.
 Outside we had two telescopes modifi ed with solar fi lters for solar observation, 
in the Helen Hogg Observatory was additionally set-up adedicated solar scope and the 15” 
refractor itself had a solar fi lter attached. Although the day was very cloudy there were 
patches of sunlight which allowed for solar observing by the public. 
 Inside the museum was also a set-up of display material with information and 
take-aways for people so that they could explore the hobby of amateur astronomy; the 
solar viewing glasses, Editions of SkyNews and the list of upcoming Star-parties that were 
handed out by RASC volunteers. Over 250 pairs of solar viewing glasses where handed 
out over the course of the day which was often followed by “oohh’s” and “aahh’s” as people 
used them to see the sun which sported a few sunspots.
 After the museum had closed and the sky got dark there was a small Star Party 
Held, using a few scopes outside and again the museum’s 15” refractor. The main object of 
interest was the moon which eventually made several brief appearances over the night for 
visitors to enjoy. 
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Earth lies within the habitable zone of the Sun.  Mars lies on the outer 
edge of the zone, and Venus on the inner edge.  The centre of the 
habitable zone of our Sun is approximately 1 astronomical unit (AU) away.  
(It’s no accident that this is the distance from the Earth to the Sun).  A 
star 25% as bright as the Sun would have a habitable zone about 0.5 AU 
away.  And a star twice as bright as the Sun would have a habitable zone 
at a distance of 1.4 AU.

Note that if a planet lies within the habitable zone of a star, it may still 
not have life on its surface.  And of course, “just right” for life as we 
know it does not mean there may be other kinds of life that are not yet 
understood.

Of the hundreds of extra-solar planets discovered, a small fraction are 
considered to be goldilocks planets.  The list includes:

• Gliese 581g, the 4th planet of a red dwarf star

• 55 Cancri f, a gaseous planet that may not itself hold life, but which may 
have rocky moons on which liquid water exists

• GJ1214b, which lies just on the edge of its habitable zone, and which may 
be covered with liquid water

Also, 54 additional “goldilocks planets” were discovered by NASA’s Kepler 
spacecraft, which suggest there may be thousands more such planets 
around stars within 1000 light years of Earth.

Goldilocks planets are also target for METI (Messaging to Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence).  A message was sent in the direction of the star Gliese 581 in 
2008.  It will not arrive until 2029.

What is a Goldilocks Planet? by Brian Ventrudo
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What is a goldilocks planet?  This is a timely question, because as more 
planets are discovered, especially by NASA’s Kepler telescope, more so-
called goldilocks planets will be revealed.  Simply put, a “goldilocks planet” 
is a planet that lies within the habitable zone of a star.  The habitable zone 
is a thin shell around a star where the temperature on a planet’s surface 
may be “just right” for liquid water to exist, and perhaps life as well.

The term comes from the tale of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, about 
a little girl who chooses among items in a bear’s home, discarding those 
which are too extreme.

Life, as we currently understand it, requires liquid water to thrive and 
evolve.  If a planet lies beyond the outer edge of a star’s habitable zone, the 
surface will be too cold.  If it lies closer than the habitable zone, water will 
boil off  into the planet’s atmosphere or into space.

A goldilocks planet must also have a solid surface, like the Earth or Mars.  
Gas giants within a habitable zone are not currently thought to be capable 
of sustaining life.

Artist’s conception of goldilocks planet Gliese 581g around its red-dwarf home star.

What is a Goldilocks Planet?
By Brian Ventruda, Author of One Minute Astronomer
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2011 RASC General Assembly - July 1-4, 2011

The 2011 General Assembly will be held 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, from July 1-4, 2011. 
Registration is now open and the full program 
is available at the Winnipeg 
Centre website.
http://winnipeg.rasc.ca/ga-2011-home

The General Assembly - it’s not just 
Committee meetings it’s also a time to 
network with old friends and some new 
acquaintances, pick up a few photography 

techniques, win a prize or two, party and sing along, eat well and often, drink 
occasionally, gather in a few observing tips, pickup a few odds and ends for 
the telescope, see what’s new in the stores, get the low-down on some distant 
observing sites, and learn something interesting and insanely scientifi c about 
this pastime of ours. The GA is a time for renewal - of the Society, the Centre, and 
your enthusiasm for astronomy. Be here on Canada Day.

Upcoming Ottawa Centre Star Parties at the Carp Library
Address: 3911 Carp Road, Carp, Ontario.

Saturday,   June 4  Main Event
Friday,      June 24   Main Event
Saturday,   June 25  Cloud Date
Saturday,   July 2  Cloud Date
Friday,      July 22  Main Event
Saturday,   July 23  Cloud Date
Saturday,   July 30  Cloud Date
Saturday,   August 20  Main Event
Saturday,   September 3  Cloud Date
Saturday,   September 17  Main Event
Saturday,   October 1 Cloud Date
Saturday,   October 22  Main Event
Saturday,   October 29  Cloud Date  

News across the RASC
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News around the Ottawa Centre



Bill Wagstaff  opened the May meeting. To make things easier for the speakers, 
a presenter’s monitor has been added to the equipment used to conduct the 
meetings.

Mike Moghadam gave a 2 part presentation.  He began with a trip to Suff ern 
New York where he attended NEAIC-NEAF.  The North East Astronomy Imaging 
conference was held the fi rst 2 days. The opening address was given by Steve 
Howell, a project scientist with the NASA Kepler mission.  Mike noted several 
interesting items in this talk. There are no shutters on the cameras. The spacecraft 
has no moving parts except for the huge gyroscopes. Heat escaping from the 
spacecraft creates a slight torque that must be countered. In addition to the hunt 
for exoplanets, Kepler is also searching for variable stars. Also, in the cold of space, 
the CCDs become like a piece of Wrigley gum on a cold day: they can snap easily.  
There was also a Pixinsight workshop. This product is projected to take over from 
Photoshop as an astro imaging tool. Centre member Sanjeev Sivarulrassa also gave 
a talk. 

Day 2 included a presentation by Thierry Legault.  He works with someone 
from Switzerland to take images of the ISS as it transits the sun and the moon.  
Tracking a transit is a big challenge. Mike showed an image of the shuttle Atlantis 
and a video of a transit across the sun which happened very fast.  Google Thierry 
Legault to see his interesting web page.  Peter Ceravolo and Doug George also gave 
a talk: Comet Hyakutake - Making an Astronomical Motion Picture.

Someone at NEAIC was very keen on solar outreach.  Mike showed an image of his 
painted truck with the letters S.U.N.S.P.O.T.  That is short for SUn Specifi c Public 
Outreach Truck.  He drives around in this truck with solar observing equipment.  
Mike mentioned to him that he was involved with astronomy outreach and asked if 
he could get some sun observing glasses. Mike was given 300 of them.

Part 2 of the conference, the North East Astronomy Forum or NEAF, was 
organized by the Rockland Astronomy Club. It is claimed to be the world’s largest 
astronomy vendor forum. All the familiar vendors were present.  Some vendors are 
now off ering spectroscopy products. Mike showed images of some of the booths.

A public outreach update was the second part of Mike’s presentation. He began 
by discussing the events planned for Astronomy Day at the museum on May 7.  
Day and evening activities were planned but due to a poor weather forecast, solar 
observing did not look promising. The Carp public observing schedule is now 

Ottawa Centre meeting report - May 6, 2011  
By Estelle Rother -Recorder
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Sailfl eet Rubicon by Brian McCullough

“Da.” The director was beginning to like what she was seeing in the 
young Sailfl eet offi  cer. “Carbon date 13,600 years, plus minus one hundred 
eighty-two. Young adult female. Look here.”

Ariane adjusted the low-power eyepieces and examined the rough 
dark surface of the ivory tusk. She twiddled the focuser. A nearly perfect 
shallow rectangle no more than two or three millimetres wide by about four 
centimetres in length had been cut into the ivory. Its fl oor appeared to have 
three lines of raised bumps running along the length of the cut.

“What am I looking at, Director?”
The museum director reached in and adjusted the zoom. “Again, 

captain, please.”
As Ariane brought the instrument back into focus a disturbing vision 

from her Metro ride that morning fl ashed through her mind. Under the 
higher magnifi cation the raised bumps had resolved themselves into quite 
recognizable lines of the now familiar kiddie alphabet. She wasn’t sure she 
wanted to know the answer to her next question, but she asked it anyway.

“Is this message the same age as the tusk?”
“Da. Our written language is much more recent, yes of course, but I 

off er you assurance. These words was engraved more than 13,000 years back 
into history.”

Golovchenko turned to Kwan Jin who nodded for her to proceed. The 
small byplay was not lost on Ariane.

“Captain, I am also authorized to describe to you that these words are 
warning from courier.”

“A courier? A courier from where?”
“Not where, captain. When. Message is from 3,880 of present era.”
A shiver ran down Ariane’s spine. That was almost two thousand years 

into the future. Nothing was making sense. How could words from that far 
ahead be burned into a relic from so long ago?

Ariane peered into the eyepieces one more time, her brain struggling 
with the 15,000-year time span. She did not understand the words of the 
message, at least not yet, but she knew one thing was for certain. This was no 
Kosmostars advert.

Next time — Serial 3: Oktober Prinz
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“Ah, there you are, Captain.” Admiral Vaughan’s single good eye 
bypassed Ariane’s shocked expression as he assessed her wardrobe selection. 
“I trust you were not terribly inconvenienced by having to travel, er, incognito, 
as it were.”

Ariane fl ushed. “Sir, I uh —
From behind a pillar someone chuckled and a small man stepped into 

view. “You seem to be at a rare loss for words, my young captain.”
“Kwan Jin!”
“None other. Come, now.” He directed a dumbfounded Ariane to a 

locked side door leading off  the museum’s main hall. “Director Golovchenko is 
waiting. All will be explained shortly.”

Kwan Jin led the small group down two fl ights of stairs to a museum 
workshop where a young lab assistant in a back corner was examining a large 
chunk of something under a stereo microscope. So where was this bear of a 
“not so patience” director, Ariane wondered?

The woman examining the specimen straightened up at their approach 
and spun around on her stool to face them. Not so young after all. She 
dragged a pair of spectacles down from her forehead and examined Ariane 
closely. “So this is who you choose to save humanity from itself?”

It was now Admiral Vaughan’s turn to shift uncomfortably. “Yes, 
Director. Commander De Vries is my best frigate captain.”

Ariane knew not which way the wind was blowing at the moment, but 
it was time to jump back into the command seat. She stepped forward and 
stuck out her hand. “Good morning, Director Golovchenko. It is a pleasure to 
meet you.”

The director looked past Ariane to Markov who immediately killed the 
beginnings of a smirk. She took Ariane’s hand. “Yes, I am sure Dr. Markov has 
made impressive introduction to me. Shall we begin?”

Golovchenko stood up and motioned for Ariane to take her place. 
Ariane sat in front of the microscope but waited for instruction before 
touching the instrument. The massive brown-stained specimen on the 
observation table was nearly a metre long.

“Is this a walrus tusk, Director Golovchenko?”
The director smiled. “Mammuthus primigenius.”
 “A mammoth!”

Sailfl eet Rubicon by Brian McCullough
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available on the Centre’s web site.  The opening party for Nuit Noire: A Festival of 
the Night Sky will be held on Saturday July 2.  We are invited to show astronomy 
related art and images. An evening star party, seminars and speakers are planned 
for the event.

Stephen Paape, who lives in Aylmer Quebec, has been an amateur astronomer 
for about 10 years. He described his aperture profi le. His fi rst telescope was a 3 
inch instrument. After viewing Saturn at opposition, he informed his minister of 
fi nance (his wife) that he needed a bigger telescope. A 5 inch Newtonian followed 
and eventually after viewing the Orion Nebula ,he again needed a bigger telescope.  
Now his 9.25 inch telescope is just right. He is trying to secure funding for public 
astronomy in Quebec’s Pontiac region by promoting Initiative Observatoire du 
Pontiac ,Quebec Observatory Initiative. On-line voting has begun in a national 
Pepsi sponsored contest that provides funding to community development 
projects.  Stephen was here looking for our vote and asking us to spread the word.  
His proposal comes from his love of astronomy and his desire to share the hobby.  
He began by looking at other public astronomy facilities. He developed a proposal 
that would promote appreciation of astronomy and science in general, provide jobs 
for youth, and support academic and professional growth. In the on-line balloting 
process, everyone that registers can cast a new ballot every day so voting often 
is important. Voting runs from May 1 until June 30. The winner in his category 
would receive $100,000 for a community development project. After solving a few 
technical problems, we watched a short video. He has appeared on CBC’s Ottawa 
Morning show and has received some local press coverage. He has also canvassed 
area schools. The web site is www.refresheverything.ca/observatoryinitiative.

Rolf Meier presented part 2 of his February trip to Arizona. While they were 
there, Rolf and Linda did a lot of observing, mainly from Sky Village. Rolf used 
a Canon 40D, a tripod or an EQ5 mount and a variety of lenses from 17 mm to 
130 mm to create the images he showed. He started with star trails in Orion. This 
was followed by a sequence as the sun set, Jupiter and the moon appear and then 
disappear and fi nally when it was totally dark, there was the zodiacal light. The 
zodiacal light is caused by very small particles that follow the ecliptic in orbit 
around the sun. One reason for a trip to Arizona is to see things that cannot be 
seen from Ottawa. One spectacular object was Omega Centauri. Centaurus A, 
the brightest radio source in the sky just skirts the horizon in Ottawa. Rolf also 
showed an image of the Geigenshein. This glow also follows the ecliptic but is seen 
opposite the sun. Rolf ’s fi rst image of the Milky Way included Sirius, Canopus, 

Ottawa Centre May 6 2011 meeting report
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M46 and M47. NGC 2438 is a planetary nebula in M46. Rolf showed other 
images of the Milky Way, Orion, the Horsehead Nebula, the Flame Nebula and a 
star trails image. All images were single exposures.

After a short break and the draw for door prizes, Al Scott brought us the 10 
minute astronomy news update.  Al’s fi rst item was about the star system called 
55 Cancri. This system is 40 light years away and consists of a yellow dwarf 95% 
the size of the sun and a red dwarf companion. The 2 stars orbit each other with 
a 1000 astronomical unit separation. At least 5 planets have been discovered 
by examining the spectrum of the star and measuring how the spectral lines 
shift back and forth due to the gravity of the planets as the orbit the star. In 
2004, Cancri E became the fi fth planet to be discovered. Unlike the other 4 
planets, which are gas giants, this one is suspected to be a rocky planet. It orbits 
very close to its star. When Jamie Mathews at UBC trained the Canadian space 
telescope MOST on the star to measure its brightness curve, dimming by the 
planet as it crossed in front of the star was detected. The host star’s brightness 
decreased by only 1/50 of 1% when the planet moved in front of it.  Astronomers 
deduced the planet is 21,000 kilometers in diameter. Its orbital period is 17.4 
hours (you can tell the seasons by your watch). It is 8 times more massive and 
twice as dense as Earth, making is almost as dense as pure lead. The planet 
orbits its star at 230 kilometers/second at a distance of only about 2% of an 
astronomical unit.  The surface temperature could be as high as 2700 degrees 
Celsius and the planet is probably tidally locked. And with its strong gravity, the 
planet might hold an atmosphere.

Al’s second news item was about amateur photos for astrometry. A paper 
published on April 1 discussed using photos culled from an on-line image search 
to reconstruct the orbit of Comet Holms. The web site used is astometry.net  
When you submit an image of stars, it will check its catalog and tell you where 
in the sky those stars are located. The goal of the site is to organize, annotate 
and make searchable astronomical information around the world. The search 
for images of the comet returned 2241 images with 1299 of those being useful.  
There were also diagrams and illustrations and 2 pictures of cats, presumably 
named Holmes. The positions of the comet in all the images were determined 
using astrometry.net A montage was then created of the comet moving across 
the sky.  Astronomers also use this site to locate lost stars from catalogs. Anyone 
can use this site.

Ottawa Centre May 6 2011 meeting report
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“Commander De Vries?”
Ariane turned. The voice was attached to what had to be one hundred 

kilograms of the fi nest specimen of male Homo sapiens on this side of the 
Ural Mountains. Wardrobe selection? In your dreams, track guard lady.

She held out her hand. “Preevyit. Menya zavoot Ariane. You must be Dr. 
Markov. Thank you for leaving the message for me at the airport.” And thank 
you Aerofl ot for the phonetic Russian tutorial card in the airplane seat pocket.

“Please, it is Yuri.” (Those eyes!) “Your accent is good. Welcome to 
Novosibirsk. If you do not mind, we must hurry a little now. My director is not 
so patience.”

“Of course. I understand.”
As they made their way toward the exit Markov waved toward a pair 

of murals on the tunnel wall, one celebrating Vladimir Ilyich Lenin in classic 
revolutionary profi le, the other depicting a giant fi st holding a torch in front 
of a Russian star. Markov smiled. (Those teeth!) “We have long history of not 
so patience.”

Surfacing into the warm summer sunshine of the Ploshad Lenina was 
like a tonic to Ariane’s travel-stiff  body and brain, even if the heels were a bit 
problematic on the rough pavement of the square. Markov off ered his arm, 
but she navigated her own course and managed to keep on a semi-even keel. 
Too soon for that kind of thing.

Krasnyy Prospekt 23 was nothing like what Ariane was expecting. When 
Sailfl eet’s sealed orders had unlocked on her datawand — “Wanda” — just 
minutes before landing at Tolmachevo, Ariane thought the device must have 
malfunctioned. The so-called orders contained nothing more than the address 
where she now found herself. Being paged at the airport and handed the note 
from Markov had just added to the mystery.

So what was she expecting? A back alley rendezvous, silenced gunshots 
and blood in the snow? Certainly not a visit to a museum. The multilingual 
sign standing outside the impressive structure explained it was the 
Novosibirsk Regional Studies Museum. This time Markov took her elbow and 
hurried her past several heavily armed policemen who were turning confused 
visitors away at the entrance. Moozyea zakritee! Museum closed. An offi  cer 
nodded to Markov and stepped aside to let them pass.

                                               *  *  *  *

Sailfl eet Rubicon by Brian McCullough
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Mission Update —
The year is 2080, and Sailfl eet Commander 
Ariane de Vries has returned to Earth to 
fi nd her fi ancé gone from her life. The 
Dutch solar sail frigate captain has had 
little time to dwell on any personal drama. 
Dispatched on a secret mission to Siberia 
by Sailfl eet Command, Ariane is carrying 
Sealed Orders that will lead to —

Serial 2: Future in the Past

Ariane cocked her head as she tried to decipher the strange markings 
on the swaying wall in front of her. The Cyrillic kiddie alphabet gave up 
nothing intelligible, but the accompanying pictorial elements and two words 
in English certainly were clear enough. Who knew that Nestlé Kosmostars 
breakfast cereal was available in Siberia?

The thought of food produced an uncomfortable rumble in Ariane’s 
stomach. The long fl ight and eleven-hour time diff erence between National 
City and Novosibirsk’s Tolmachevo Airport were bad enough, but the late 
night snack in Moscow when she changed planes was something else entirely. 
She was still burping up memories of that revolutionary repast.

It did not take long for the Siberian capital’s Metro transit to whisk her 
from the airport into the city centre sixteen kilometres to the east. The train 
made little noise as it sped across the two-kilometre bridge spanning the Ob 
River before diving underground for the short haul to her stop at Ploshad 
Lenina on the Krasnyy Prospekt. As they pulled into the cavernous station 
Ariane gave up on the Cyrillic, hitched her bag onto her shoulder and stepped 
out onto the platform.

A female track guard in dark uniform skirt and tunic topped by a 
red wedge cap took no pains to hide what she thought of Ariane’s wardrobe 
selection. The sleeveless top, bodymould jeans and thigh-high stiletto heel 
fashion boots would have stopped a blind man in his tracks. The guard waved 
her small paddle and returned to her work.

Sailfl eet Rubicon 
By Brian McCullough © 2011
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Members’ observation reports followed. Paul Comision showed objects that 
were off  the observing path. Abell 21, the Medusa, is a planetary nebula. AGC 
2151 is a galaxy cluster in Hercules. It is 500 million light years away. Arp 71, 
also known as NGC 6045, is  galaxy in the same image. It is interacting with 
another galaxy. IC 1369 is an open cluster in Cygnus. The 40 stars in this 
cluster are 436 million years old. Rolf Meier followed the moon for many 
nights in April. He used a 6 inch Astrophysics refractor to take single exposure 
images as the phases advanced.  One of his favorite places on the moon is the 
crater Plato and the surrounding area. Hugo Lama followed with his image of 
‘crater Cicerius’, actually the result of dumping a can of pea soup into a pot. 
How did Hugo arrive at the name for this crater? Cicer is Latin for pea and 
ius is Latin for soup. Brian McCullough was also looking at the moon in April.  
Several features caught his interest. His image showed the craters Atlas and 
Hercules, the Taurus mountains where Apollo 17 had landed, crater Gutenberg, 
Vallis Rheita, a bit of the Nectaris Basin and crater Jansen. Brian noted that it 
is diffi  cult to identify craters along the limb of the moon because they appear 
squashed. Look at Rukl charts 74 and 75. The 89 kilometer diameter crater 
Vlacq is named after a Dutch bookseller and mathematician who published 
logarithmic tables to 10 decimal places. Brian focused on this crater because 
May 6 was the fi rst day of the Tulip Festival and we have all those tulips 
because of Canada’s involvement with Holland during World War II. As a fi nal 
note, Brian mentioned that he had started writing a serial called Sail Fleet 
Rubicon. The fi rst episode appeared in Astronotes and is called Sealed Orders. 
A new episode will appear in each issue of Astronotes. Brian ended with a 
photo of Orion. Tony Peterson reported on the fun he was having with some 
new toys. He showed the large full moon when it was at perigee on March 
19.  He created this mosaic from the best part of single images. The smallest 
features he could recognize are 3 kilometers across. You do not get the same 
detail on the full moon that you would get with oblique lighting. The most 
obvious features are the ray systems. The pervious Saturday saw a large crowd 
at Moose Creek to take advantage of the promised superb transparency. It did 
not materialize but Tony stayed to take several images with his TV 85. We saw 
a lot of galaxies in Virgo including the Markarian Chain. He showed an image 
of Abell 1656 galaxy cluster in Coma Berenices. He is fortunate to have a good 
observing site about 10 kilometers south of Foymont.

Ottawa Centre May 6, 2011 meeting report
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Chris Teron reported that on that windy Thursday (April 28) the dome blew 
off  SMARTScope.  Guards at the site protected the scope with tarps.  By the 
time Chris arrived, Doug George was already there and the dome was back in 
place.  There was a problem with one of the 3 shutters but it is now fi xed.

Announcements:
FLO keys can be renewed for $35 .  See Ron St. Martin.
Centre president Al Scott issued a call for volunteers to join the SMARTScope 
team. 
He is also looking for a telescope loan library coordinator
At a recent committee meeting it was decided there will no longer be a paper 
copy of Astronotes since very few members had requested this option.  Refund 
cheques will be issued to members who had requested a paper copy.  You will 
be able to select a printable version of Astronotes from the Centre web site if 
you want a printed copy.
A table has been set up to greet visitors attending the meeting.  Al is looking at 
doing more to improve membership.

‘The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System’ was the Stan Mott library 
pick of the month.  

Thanks to Ann and Art Fraser for the after meeting refreshments.

Ottawa Centre May 6, 2011 meeting report
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Astro Quote of the Month

“Look again at that dot. That’s here. That’s home. That’s us. On it everyone you 
love, everyone you know, everyone you ever heard of, every human being who 
ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our joy and suff ering, thousands 
of confi dent religions, ideologies, and economic doctrines, every hunter and 
forager, every hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of civilization, every 
king and peasant, every young couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful 
child, inventor and explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, 
every “superstar,” every “supreme leader,” every saint and sinner in the history of 
our species lived there--on a mote of dust suspended in a sunbeam.”

— Carl Sagan (Pale Blue Dot A Vision of the Human Future in Space) 

 

The Sky this Month - June 2011

Planets in June 2011: 

* Jupiter is visible in predawn sky but details are diffi  cult to observe
* Saturn is visible loe in the SW after sunset
* Venus is nicely visible in the mornings before sunrise, Mag 3.8
* Mars is visible in the predawn sky
* Mercury is not visible until the end of the month

June 1 - New Moon, partial solar eclipse
June 15- Full Moon, total lunar ecplipse, not visible here
June 19 - Father’s Day
June 21 - Summer Solstice- 1:16pm
June 30 - RASC GA in Winnipeg
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