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Letters to the Editor 

Hello. Here is a jpg of AstroNotes “old cover”. Since the format 

of the newsletter may be getting back to basics, perhaps we 

should adopt the old cover as well.  

Cheers, Robert Dick   

               

Announcements 

 Call for Images for 2015 Calendar 

Astronomical images and sketches of all types are  

invited for consideration for publication in the 

2015 RASC Observer’s Calendar including: deep sky, 

solar system, and dramatic astronomically themed  

landscapes. Please send jpeg submission to: Paul  

Gray snpgray@gmail.com  If selected, a full resolution  

tiff will be requested. Deadline for jpg submission:    

April 30, 2014. 

 

Members’ News 

 Nothing submitted for this month. 

 

Upcoming meeting agenda  

 Friday, February 7, 2014  

1. Mars Curiosity Rover  

Ottawa Centre member Frank Marshall (a Masters of Physics student at Carleton University) will provide a report 

on the Mars Curiosity Rover and its mission. His presentation will review the mission objectives of the Curiosity 

rover, give an overview of what it is seeking and review how its detectors are used to support its primary goal of 

searching for habitable periods in Martian history and what this means for its future exploration of Mount Sharp. 

His presentation will include a description of the Radiation Assessment Detector (RAD) which only this year led 

to the discovery of the dangers of radiation for a round trip to Mars due to cosmic rays.  

mailto:snpgray@gmail.com
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2. A Brief Cartographic Tour of the Cosmos 
 

A discussion of several historical maps depicting man’s spatial interpretation of the universe with Monica I. 

Ferguson, Cartographic Specialist in the Maps, Data & Government Information Centre (MADGIC), Carleton 

University Library, Ottawa ON 

 

Maps are artifacts.  They are documents given shape by man.  Each map gives clues to current events, cultural 

ideas or key processes. When we try to interpret man’s view of the cosmos, certain cartographic features reveal 

particular things. Basic concepts such as whether the sun revolves around the earth or the earth around the sun 

may help frame societal beliefs. In this brief cartographic tour a selection of old maps are presented and questions 

such as these are considered. And while maps are artifacts, they are also works of art which only enhances the 

richness of their legacy. 

3. Stellar Associations of Perseus  

Please join Glenn LeDrew as he examines the three major stellar associations of Perseus. Their ages, content in 

stars and gas, location in the Galaxy and observable characteristics through binoculars and telescopes will be 

examined. Don't know what a stellar association is? Don't worry. Glenn has designed his presentation to be 

suitable for both the experienced amateur astronomer and the novice. 

4. Remote observing with a passion 

Many of us have seen private observatories. They are increasingly becoming commonplace. Wait until you see 

Bob Hillier's observatory. We have a wonderful video. As you will see, there is nothing commonplace about his 

set-up! 

5. Regular meeting features  

Ottawa Skies - a 10 minute overview of interesting things in the night sky in the coming month. 

10 Minute Astronomy News Update - A short review of current astronomy news. 

Observation Reports - come enjoy the beautiful gallery of astronomy images taken by our members. 

Door Prize - each month we hold a draw and give away several astronomy-themed prizes to lucky winners. The 

draw is open to everyone and is free. 

Announcements on free public outreach and recreational astronomy events in Ottawa. 
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Reviews – Books; Films; Dark sky sites, other 

Review of the Lennox-Addington Dark Sky pad 
By Gordon Webster and Janet Tulloch 

 

The new moon in March 2013 seemed like a good 

opportunity to escape the light-polluted skies of east-

end Ottawa and head for some truly dark skies.  The 

recently announced, newly created, Lennox & 

Addington Dark Sky Preserve promoted in SkyNews 

sounded promising and is closer than most other 

“blue” sites.  A group of RASC “Eastenders” decided 

to give it a try. 

Some of you might recall the afternoon of Saturday 

March 9
th
 2013 when it felt like Spring had been 

bypassed and Summer had arrived blessing us with 

plenty of sunshine, warmth and clear skies. The 

“Clear Sky Chart” for the site promised a good, clear 

evening so we loaded the cars and set off for the 

185km jaunt.  Brad Pascoe, Janet Tulloch and Gordon 

Webster headed out in convoy while Drew and Trish 

Hodge were to meet us there.  Although we were a bit late leaving, we made good time.  As we left Perth, it 

looked like we would be in time to catch Comet Panstarrs before it disappeared in the gloaming although there 

appeared to be a little cloud bank on the horizon.  By the time we were half way between Perth and Kaladar the 

“little cloud bank” covered half the sky but by then, we had “crossed the Rubicon” so we pushed on.  By the time 

we reached the Dark Sky Preserve, the bank had engulfed the rest of the sky.  Drew and Trish arrived first.  There 

was another vehicle in the parking lot, belonging to Victor, from Toronto.  With four vehicles the lot might have 

had room for one more car but only if we coordinated the parking.  It wasn’t large but it was certainly muddy. 

As the light and any hope of seeing the comet faded we could just make out a fuzzy Jupiter high overhead.  A few 

minutes passed and a fuzzy Sirius appeared and then Procyon. After a few more minutes, the stars and planet 

began to disappear in the same order they had appeared.  Jupiter was discernible, but only just and then it too was 

gone.  Various forms of electronic divination were consulted to ascertain the will of the weather gods.  All said 

the sky would be clear but it was anything but.  It was obvious that a sacrifice was required.  A quick survey 

confirmed the obvious, not a virgin among us, including Janet and Brad’s dog.  Knowing that if someone left, the 

odds of the sky clearing would increase exponentially, Drew and Trish volunteered to take one for the team. 
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Ten minutes later, the only haze in the sky was that of the Milky Way. 

We began to set up our equipment.  The observing pad is a raised area to the north of the parking lot.  It is 

surrounded by boulders and seems to overlook a ravine on the north, west and south.  IMMEDIATELY to the 

east, past a few bare trees, is Highway 41.  We have heard that there is an inlaid raven pointing to the north on the 

observing pad but we could not see it as the entire pad was completely snow-covered.  Gordon set up his 12” Dob 

and 120 mm refractor.  Janet set up a tripod to do some photography and Victor had set up two small photo 

tripods to do some star trails.  It was hard to be sure but two or three more telescopes or tripods would certainly 

have made it very cozy on the observing pad. 

From the pad, the sky views were quite good and the sky is quite dark except for the light dome over Napanee to 

the south.  There are a few tall trees to the west and south but only the one to the west was a problem.  It blocked 

a good portion of Eridanus and Orion most of the night.  But this was a very minor issue.  The biggest problem 

was staying dark-adapted.  The lights from cars on the highway shone directly onto the pad from traffic in either 

direction.  The small trees to the east of the pad might block light from southbound traffic in the summer but we 

didn’t see anything to block the light of northbound vehicles any time of year.  At one point a taxi pulled into the 

parking lot to turn around and in the process, blinded everyone.  There was nowhere to hide, not even behind the 

outhouse.  There wasn’t one. 

All in all, we are very pleased that this site has been created.  We feel it is an important and valuable tool in the 

battle to raise awareness of light pollution and the loss of our dark skies. We encourage more communities to take 

similar steps.  The Lennox-Addington tourist people have said that they were planning to install porta-potties in 

Spring 2013.  They do however plough the snow from the parking lot.  The site is clearly marked with road signs 

along Highway 41 and at the entrance to the parking lot. In the summer with leaves on the trees, the site might be 

protected from the car headlights on the highway.    

Coming from Ottawa you turn left at Kaladar and the L&A Dark Sky preserve is 11 km south.  If you turn right, 

instead of left, Narvana is only about 46 km north.  That is a difference of only 35km and, for Gordon’s money, is 

a better option as it is in a black sky zone with lots of space and no obstructions. (Do I sense another review in the 

works? –Ed.) 

We don’t know what they got up to after they got back to Ottawa - after all they are not virgins - but Drew and 

Trish must have done something to annoy the sky gods because about 11:15pm, it started clouding over quickly.  

We didn’t ask any questions.  We expressed our thanks for the few hours we had and quickly packed our 

equipment back into the cars.  Driving home, we carried the memories of the wonderful sites we had seen and 

started planning our next dark sky trip. 

As Shony and Gordon Webster have had an addition to the family since this review was written, the RASC 

Eastenders have not strayed too far from home. The plan for the future is to visit a few other dark sky sites and 

report back to our members, when time, weather and family responsibilities allow. –Ed. 
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In Memoriam 

 John Lowry Dobson- A monk till the end? (September 14, 1915 –   January 15, 2014) 

 Until last week when I read John L. Dobson’s obituary in The Globe and Mail, I knew very little about him except 

that he had invented a mount that allowed amateur astronomers to build a high-powered portable telescope with 

(more or less) materials lying around the house or one’s local junk yard. (Dobson would have probably preferred 

the junk yard.) I had no idea he had lived as a monk for 23 years in a Ramakrishna monastery in California. That 

piece of knowledge explained much about the man who passed away 

“into his 99
th
 orbit around the sun”.  

 He did not seem to care about money. Nor did he bother to register a 

patent on his invention according to the G & M report. Since one does 

not generally enter a monastery to become a millionaire, this lack of 

desire for ownership of his invention would be consistent with his 

religious calling. Dobson’s portable telescope however seems not to 

have been an end in itself but rather something he used to draw in his 

audience of “sidewalk astronomers” to thrash out ideas on the nature of 

the universe. Apparently he debated with anyone who would listen to 

him – scientists as well as lay people.  His need for a cheap, portable 

telescope however was part of a much weightier theological mission he 

was pursuing: “to reconcile Hindu scripture with modern physics” assigned to him, according to his obit, by the 

head swami of his monastery.  

 Having studied both western science (he had a master’s degree in chemistry) and the ancient Vedic texts of his 

religious order, Dobson perhaps realized the nature of his assignment was an impossible one. Eastern religious 

and western scientific models of the universe’s origins are incompatible. Unlike the Big Bang theory which at its 

most basic teaches that something – energy – was created out of nothing, ancient eastern religious texts including 

those of Vedanta and Buddhism, teach that the origins of universes - there can be more than one – are the result of 

ongoing (temporal and spatial) cycles of energy that manifest and dissolve without beginning or end. In this 

model, cosmic energy never really dissipates but rather continues to exist in a highly subtle but enduring form 

between cycles. Given Dobson’s task was assigned to him by his religious superior, he was obliged to continue 

the mission as long as he was a member of the order. 

     

 Even though reports tell us that Dobson left or was dismissed by his monastery (there are competing accounts), 

his life of foraging for food and sleeping on friends’ floors, post monastery, emulates the path of an eastern 

itinerant monk who survives in the secular world by begging and teaching the Dharma to anyone who will listen. 
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Perhaps Dobson continued to teach the Dharma of the universe to his sidewalk followers by offering the design of 

his mirror on the heavens for free to anybody who was interested in return for a meal and a bed. -Ed. 

 

 

Editor’s Observation Image of the month 

                  

         Eric LeMay – Pelican Nebula  


