
                                                                                                                              
Volume 53 No 3 April 2014   Editor: Janet Tulloch 

Send submissions to: jhtulloch@gmail.com    

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 
 

Announcements 

International Astronomy Day 

Astronomy Day will be here before you know it! 

 Saturday, May 10, 2014 International Astronomy Day, and the week of May 4 to 10,  2014 is 

 International Astronomy Week. 

 

AstroCATS Trade Show May 3 & 4 Hamilton, Ontario 

 Hosted by RASC Hamilton, the Canadian Astronomy and Telescope Show takes place at the 

 David Braley Athletic & Recreation, Mohawk College. International exhibitors, seminars and 

 guest speakers including astrophotographers Damian Peach (by Skype), Kerry-Ann Lecky 

 Hepburn and Ron Brecher. For more information see the April 2014 RASC Bulletin. 

 

Lunar Eclipse April 15, 2014 

 If cloudy, SpaceWeather.com recommends the following live broadcast at the Coca-Cola 

 Science Center at Columbus State University in Georgia: 

 http://www.ccssc.org/webcast.html 

 

Final Call  

 For Images for 2015 Calendar Astronomical images and sketches of all types are invited for 

 consideration for publication in the 2015 RASC Observer’s Calendar including: deep  sky, 

 solar system, and dramatic astronomically themed landscapes. Please send jpeg submission 

 to: Paul Gray snpgray@gmail.com  If selected, a full resolution tiff will be requested. 

 Deadline for jpg submission:   April 30, 2014. 

 

Members’ News 

 As many of you know Simon Hanmer is currently on vacation in France. I recently asked him 

 if he would share some of his astronomical exploits with us. He sent the following note:  

http://www.ccssc.org/webcast.html
mailto:snpgray@gmail.com
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Springtime Fun in France with a Small Telescope       

 Except for the laudable perseverance of the hardy few, winter for most amateur 

 astronomers is a barren wasteland, commonly spent contemplating hard-won astro 

 hardware and looking forward to that time when one can once again get out and observe 

 under the stars – or look at the Sun if we are suitably equipped. Some among us have an 

 observatory, which – provided we also have a warm room (commonly « the house ») from 

 which we can remotely control scopes and cameras galore – may allow for continued winter 

 astro-watching. However, for most of us, we sit back and long for summer. Trouble is that 

 twixt frigid February and softly fragrant June lies that no-man’s-land commonly known as 

 « spring ».  

 This year, spring is a long time a’comin in Ottawa, and the ground has not been ready for 

 the amateur astronomer’s tread for quite a while.  So it has been with the greatest of 

 pleasure that I have found myself on the other side of the Atlantic, spending much of 

 « spring » 2014 in Provence, France: 25°C, clear skies and no bugs! 

 Apart from anxiously awaiting post-winter observing weather, many amateur astronomers 

 have been afflicted with « aperture fever », a common addiction that tends to get to us all 

 at one time or another. Luckily for us, modern science and technology has devised a cure 

 for this worrisome state of mind: small video cameras that can replace your eyepiece and 

 make your small telescope behave like a professional’s behemoth. This is particularly 

 helpful if you happen to be transporting your telescope in a small European car with all your 

 other baggage for a multi-month stay away from home. In my case that means I’ve limited 

 myself to a 6 inch f/10 reflector of the SCT variety.  

 Details of my own portable set-up are available at: 

 http://www3.sympatico.ca/simon.hanmer/CCD_images.html, but really they are beside the 

 point. My take-home message here is that any reasonable quality, astro-dedicated video 

 camera will allow the amateur astronomer to see the heavens with new eyes night and day 

 – and at a reasonable price too.  

 I’ve included here a minimum number of images to give you an idea of what I mean – using 

 my 6 inch scope during the period March-early April, 2014, here in France: 
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Galaxies go from fuzz-balls to detailed spirals … 

 

M51 – single frame 40 secs exposure at~f/3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                                                                              
Volume 53 No 3 April 2014   Editor: Janet Tulloch 

Send submissions to: jhtulloch@gmail.com    

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4 
 

Planets yield more details than I can see at the eyepiece … 

   

Jupiter (left) and Mars (right) – stacks of frames at ~f/25 
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 … and the Moon is a wonder to behold with both eyes open and my spectacles on!  

 

Moon (Mare Imbrium, Plato and Archimedes craters and the Alpine Valley) – a stack of frames at f/10 

 This does not just apply to nocturnal observing: details of the Sun, otherwise « invisible » to 

 the eye with an average scope (with appropriate and SAFE filtering of course), can be 

 drawn out even from a single, well-chosen captured image. 
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Solar prominence in H-Alpha light – single frame at ~f/10: a bit over-exposed so I could see the details 

of the prominence’s structure. It worked! 

 Results will vary depending on the details of your equipment. Much software that you can 

 use to « process » your images can be found for free on the internet. In my case, 

 « processing » mostly consisted of aligning and stacking images (e.g. RegiStax) and some 

 minor image sharpening. 

 The details of how to use any given video camera can also be readily found on the web, so 

 there’s no need for me to go into it here. However, I will add this: there’s a world of 

 difference between using digital technology to assist with your observing and using it to 

 make a pretty picture. If you can do both, then great! Personally, what I’m looking for here 
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 is getting to observe more astronomical detail. If you’re just getting into this, I strongly 

 suggest emphasizing the latter. 

 This is a great time to be an amateur astronomer : not simply because spring  is coming to 

 Ottawa, but also because of the increasingly reasonably priced technological  advances that 

 allow us to take advantage of the skies above –  without having to mortgage the house to 

 get that next really big scope ! 

Clear skies – and dry ground in and around Ottawa - to you all. 

Simon Hanmer: RASC Ottawa Centre member                                      

 

 

 

Earth Hour (March 29th) at the Museum of Science and Technology – a brief review 

 Approx. 150 people attended. 

 Cloudy skies. Bright Jupiter, high in the sky, did peak through openings in the clouds but 

the view was fleeting. 

 Volunteers from the RASC included: Peter Hayman, Rob Dick, Wolfram Lunscher, 

Morgan Bakelman, Mike Moghadam. 

 Other volunteers from outside the RASC: Eric Le May 

 The CSTM had a large number of volunteers on hand anticipating large crowds. Previous 

Earth Hour events at the Museum with clear skies have attracted 850 people!  

 Brian McCullough provided tours of the Helen Sawyer Hogg observatory. Lots of 

wonderful feedback from the crowds about the "animated" gentleman in the 

observatory. 

 The CSTM team served hot chocolate and candies outside. Portable fire set-up to keep 

people warm. Fluorescent bracelets given to kids. 

 RASC set-up many indoor displays: 

o Rob Dick: Light pollution display. Captured the attention of interested people for 

long periods. 

o Large RASC give-away table. Planispheres were popular. Lots of wonderful 

discussion about astronomy arose from the description of how to use the 

planispheres. 
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o Popular RASC astrophoto display panel. 

o Abee meteorite cast caught the attention of many. 

o Lots of questions raised about the RASC's public stargazing events. 

 Eric Le May had his 11 SCT on his Losmandy set-up for display. 

 Museum had StarLab planetarium set-up and offered warm views of the Cosmos. 

Contributed by Mike Moghadam – Thanks Mike. You are a RASC volunteer extraordinaire! –ed. 

 

 

Editor’s Observation Images of the month 

 

 
Thank you notes recently sent to Brian McCullough for his Astronomy presentation to an Orleans 

Kindergarten class. 
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Paul Klauninger – M1 – The Crab Nebula 

 

The Sky this Month – April 2014 
 
 Gary Boyle, RASC Ottawa 
 http://www.rasc.ca/news/sky-month-april-2014 
 
 The Opposition of Mars April 8th, 2014 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xngUpUyyT70 
 
 Lunar Eclipse: April 15, 2014 
 http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-nasa/2014/27mar_tetrad/ 

http://www.rasc.ca/news/sky-month-april-2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xngUpUyyT70
http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-nasa/2014/27mar_tetrad/

