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Announcements 

 This summer’s schedule for public stargazing at Carp 

Library has now been set, including rain dates; check 

the Public Star Parties page on our website for details.  

Please contact Mike Moghadam if you would like to 

volunteer.  Please note that for insurance purposes, 

only RASC members may volunteer as telescope 

demonstrators for these events. 

 As an Ottawa Centre member you can order or renew 

Astronomy and/or Sky&Telescope magazine 

subscriptions through the club and get a discount. For 

complete details on the process you can check out the 

Magazine Subscription page on our website.  

 Our website includes this wonderful Video Library of 

past Ottawa Centre meetings. Thanks are due to Eric &  Eunice Kujula and Chuck O'Dale for the 

huge amount of work that goes into creating this archive.  

 The Centre’s Stan Mott Library remains unavailable. Having been stored at the Canada Science 

and Technology Museum, our materials apparently need to checked for contamination due to 

mold or asbestos. Details are sketchy, but we expect this to be a slow process. 

 Everybody please join in welcoming new members Krista Elliott and Mike Langevin; we look 

forward to seeing you and answering your questions at the April meeting. 

Member News 

 Paul Klauninger is teaching an Introduction to Astrophotography this spring at the School of the 

Photographic Arts. 

 Paul Sadler is a blogger and cartoonist, who has written this excellent Newbie’s Guide to the 

RASC Observer’s Handbook 2015.  Paul, who blogs and draws under the name “PollyWogg” has 

kindly given us permission to print some of his cartoons, so don’t be surprised if one pops up in 

AstroNotes from time to time.  
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 Mike Moghadam likes to browse the web for good astronomy news.  He pointed us to a list of 

North American star parties in 2015, as printed in a recent newsletter of the Kalamazoo 

Astronomical Society, and to this exciting video contest in honour of HST’s 25th anniversary:  

Ode to Hubble. 

 Linda Sparks, an experienced interviewer who has written for the Aylmer Bulletin and the West 

Quebec Post, kindly contributed the following profile of Robert Dick, one of our most 

distinguished members. 

Stargazer and Motivator:  Robert Dick, B.Eng. 1975 M. Eng. 1981, FRASC 

By Linda Sparks 

 

Robert Dick once borrowed a 1960’s surveyor’s transit 

telescope and looked up into the night sky. That was before 

he joined the Ottawa Centre of the Royal Astronomical 

Society of Canada in 1968. He quickly became involved with 

the Observers’ group, hosting astro-parties at his parent’s 

home or observing from dark sites outside of the city limits. 

The group would talk, share notes and telescopes while 

discovering together the many wonders of the Universe. 

Eventually a Centre observatory was built (the South 

Mountain Observatory); Robert was part of that as well as 

Ottawa Centre’s Radio Telescope Team during the 1970s. 

In the following decades, Robert was a very active volunteer 

at the local Centre level. In 1986, he designed and built his 

own telescope and observatory in a field near Rideau Ferry. 

From 1992 till 1995 Robert was President of the Ottawa Centre.  

By then the world of Astronomy was changing, and over the years light pollution had infringed upon 

the night. Professional and amateur astronomers world-wide were experiencing light encroachment in 

both urban and rural locations, making observations of the night sky ever more difficult. In 1998 Robert 

was asked to lead the RASC’s Light Pollution Abatement Committee, where he went to work 

developing the Canadian Dark Sky Preserve Program. The light pollution program was on the move 

both at the local level and nationally. 

Robert has remained active at the National level until the present day. After attending a conference 

called “Ecology of the Night” in 2003, Robert and several other partners formed the Canadian 

Scotobiology Group (a study of the biological need for periods of darkness) while working alongside the 

http://www.kasonline.org/primefocus/2015/PF0215.pdf
http://www.kasonline.org/primefocus/2015/PF0215.pdf
http://www.spacetelescope.org/Hubble25/odetohubble/
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RASC to help create more public awareness about sky glow and how we could create the right 

environments for dark skies everywhere, allowing folks to go back outdoors and look up to the stars in 

the night sky. 

In 2006, RASC adopted his Guidelines for Outdoor Lighting for Dark Skies Preserves, based on his years 

of research into the effects of light pollution on the environment, wildlife and human health. In 2012 

the International Dark Sky Association implemented these Guidelines for all of their Dark Sky locations.  

Nowadays, Robert is a very busy man who manages to be an active member of our local Centre as he 

continues to travel around the world.  In August of 2014, he attended the Keystone Summit in 

Flagstaff, Arizona, and four months later was at the World Park Congress in Sydney, Australia talking 

about light pollution and encouraging others to help make a difference in preserving our dark skies.  

In January of 2015, Robert was named a Fellow of the RASC in recognition of his long time service to 

the Ottawa Centre as well as at the National level.  Robert also teaches Continuing Education courses 

in Astronomy at the University of Ottawa, sharing his love and knowledge of the Universe and no 

doubt, motivating others to enjoy the dark skies and astronomy. 

National Update 
 The Nominating Committee is seeking at least three candidates to run for the Board of 

Directors. Three members chosen in this election will join the six members who were elected in 

2014 for terms expiring in 2016 and 2017.  Directors meet monthly to direct the business of the 

Society at the national level, including membership services, publications, and charitable 

activities such as public education. If you are interested see the Society website for details . 

 An itinerary is now available for the RASC Southern California Space & Science tour next 

November. The tour is offered by RASC National Sponsor MWT Associates and will be led by our 

Executive Director Randy Attwood, FRASC.  RASC members have priority, so register soon.   

 Registration is now open for 2015 General Assembly, “Stars by the Sea”, to be held at St. 

Mary’s University in Halifax from July 1 – 5.  

 New RASC publications are nearing completion. Small Observatories will present profiles of club 

and private observatories across the country. A new Discover the Universe Guide will be aimed 

at new observers and fill the gap left by the out-of-print Beginner’s Observing Guide. 

  

http://www.rasc.ca/news/election-directors
http://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/RASC%20flyer%20email.pdf
https://www.rasc.ca/events/venue
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March FLO Tour 
By Gordon Webster 

When I sent the email I said that I knew I was going out on a limb but it wasn't until I had sent it that I 

noticed the guy hugging the tree had a saw in his hand. 

We had missed three previous attempts to have the first FLO (Fred Lossing Observatory) Tour and star 

party due to cold and cloud.  When I checked the Clear Sky Chart for the FLO on Friday afternoon it 

showed the sky would clear around 4:00PM on Saturday, March 21, so I sent out an email announcing 

we were "go" for our tour starting about 3:00PM.  I had asked people to reply if they could not attend 

and a few people replied quickly but most did not reply. 

When I woke up on Saturday it was snowing heavily.  As the day progressed the precipitation changed 

back and forth from snow to rain several times.  I checked my email and found that several more 

people had decided not to come.  About 2:00PM there was a light drizzle falling as I loaded my 

equipment in the car. When I left the house it was snowing so heavily that it was hard to see two cars 

ahead but the Clear Sky Chart still showed clearing by 4:00. 

By the time I reached Kanata there was very little rain. Almonte was almost dry, windy, but almost dry 

and there were patches of blue in the sky. 

I arrived at the FLO and I was alone.  I sat in the car for about an hour until John Shortt called looking 

for help finding the entrance.  He and Donna arrived a few minutes later.  We toured the warm room, 

signed the log book and then opened the observatory.  Shortly afterward John Thompson arrived. 

We hung around in the warm room for a while chatting but the sky showed no signs of clearing, so we 

decided to go into Almonte and continue our conversation over dinner.   John Thompson told us more 

about his trip to the Atacama last year.  We discussed equipment and suppliers and things 

astronomical over some good food and had a pleasant hour and a half.  

But the sky was still cloudy! 

As I was driving past the Canadian Tire Centre twenty minutes later I spotted a few clear patches in the 

sky. By the time I reached Orleans, half the clouds were gone.  At home I spent some time with the 

kids, tucked them into bed, made a coffee and set up my scope in the backyard for a couple of hours 

observing.  

Life's like that sometimes.  

For all those who had signed up for this tour, I will be contacting you about rescheduling.   For those 

who signed up for April, I hope we have better luck. 
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Telescope Loan Library  
By Al Scott 

Members of the Ottawa RASC have access to the Ted Bean Telescope Loan Library.  The loan library is 

stocked with a wide distribution of telescopes of different sizes and types for beginners to try out.  

They are also useful for supporting night sky events. With a $10 deposit and $10/month rental, any 

Ottawa member in good standing can sign out a telescope for personal use.  In addition to monthly 

rentals, we provide members with an indefinite loan option for the bargain price of $50.  In this case 

the scope remains with the member until requested by another member.  A pro-rated fraction of the 

full deposit will be returned to the member if the scope is requested prior to the end of 5 months.  This 

innovative program means that the scopes get more use and do not gather dust in the loan librarian’s 

basement. 

For explorers who still enjoy browsing ‘big picture’ 

views, dense starfields, asterisms, and the moons of 

Jupiter, the Tento 7x50 Binoculars can be rented for only 

$5/month. The ‘7x50’ moniker indicates the 

magnification and aperture size (7x magnification, 50mm 

aperture). These are great for warm summer evenings 

lying back and exploring the grandeur of the Milky Way.   

 

For budding astrophotographers, the Bausch and Lomb 3 

inch Schmidt Cassegrain Telescope comes with a 35mm 

camera attachment adapter, as well as a standard star 

diagonal and a selection of standard eyepieces for direct 

viewing.  

For travelers, the GEO77 Astroscan 114mm globe 

telescope is extremely portable and comes in a compact 

hard-shell Pelican travelling case with foam padding for 

protection. 

 

http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-binoculars.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-b&l.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-astrocan.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-astrocan_red.jpg
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We also have a couple highly portable small telescopes 

with “GoTo” computerized star catalogues.  The 

Celestron NexStar 114GT reflector and the Meade 90mm 

StarNavigator refractor are similar lightweight scopes 

that can be setup and quickly calibrated using the 

handheld controller and interactive readout.  These 

allow beginners to tour the planets and bright star 

clusters in the computerized catalogues, and get a taste 

for the wonders of the night sky. Once calibrated, the 

mount also allows tracking of target drift which greatly 

simplifies high magnification viewing. 

 

For purists who spurn the world of GoTo controllers we 

also offer the highly portable SkyWatcher 70mm 

refractor on an Altitude/Azimuth mount in a fabric 

carrying case with a handy shoulder strap.  The 

OMCON 8V 4.25” Newtonian reflector is a bit larger and 

includes a German Equatorial mount introducing 

beginners to the concept of polar alignment.  

For those who want maximum aperture and ‘wow’ 

factor, the loan library includes two 8” Dobsonian scopes 

with a broad selection of high quality eyepieces.  With 

these simple scopes, observers can be on the sky with a 

minimum of fuss.  Knowledgeable observers can use 

these to pick out bright deep-sky objects such as 

planetary nebulae, and local group galaxies in addition 

to more commonly known objects achievable through 

smaller scopes. 

 

For history buffs we also have a small selection of 

donated 1970’s era beasts such as the Criterion RV-6 

Newtonian and the Bausch & Lomb Criterion 8000 8” 

SCT.  These come in multiple bulky crates and require 

some dedication for transport and assembly.  Not 

recommended for beginners, what they lack in 

portability, they make up for in quality viewing. 

  

http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-nexStar4.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:Mdsn90as.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-sky_watcher.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-omcon.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-8_inch_Dob.JPG
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:Sw_dob8_200.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:ScopeLibrary-RV6.jpg
http://ottawa-rasc.ca/wiki/index.php?title=File:Dynamax.jpg
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Also, unbeknownst to most members the loan library has also accumulated a small range of 1.25” high 

contrast and nebular optical filters, plus a bino viewer with paired 20mm Plossl eyepieces.  These can 

be loaned out on request to experienced observers for a nominal $5 monthly fee. 

For those members interested in availing themselves of this unique membership benefit, please 

contact Al Scott in advance of the next meeting to arrange for an exchange.  The centre website has a 

link to the loan library page with contact details. 

What is SmartScope? 
By Jim Maxwell 

SmartScope  (Simple Multiple Access Remote Telescope) is a club initiative to foster public appreciation 

of astronomy  through remote telescopic  access to the sky, via Internet, under the supervision of 

specially trained outreach coordinators .  Unfortunately, the initiative has not yet been completed due 

to numerous technical and volunteer issues.  

The SmartScope facility is located on Communications Research Centre Canada (CRC) at the end of 

Carling Avenue.  It consists of a 16” f/10 Meade LX200-EMC Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope mounted on 

a Paramount ME Bisque drive and housed under a 10’ fiberglass elevated dome with a warm room 

attached. 

Recently a team was formed to reactivate 

SmartScope.  Members include; Doug 

George, Bob Hillier, Paul Klauninger , Wolf 

Lunscher , Jim Maxwell , Stephen Nourse 

and Chris Teron.  Doug, George and Chris 

were members of the original team.  

 Over the last few years the team has dealt 

with a number of issues inherent in 

reactivating equipment under long term 

storage.  In chronological order and noting 

team member involvement; 

 The dome shutter blew off in a wind storm (Chris and Jim), 

 The dome shutter drive was rebuilt to a chain drive system (Stephen) 

 The Paramount ME drive was rewired to eliminate shorts (Jim), 

 A circuit board was replaced in the Paramount ME drive (Wolf). 

mailto:alan.scott@comdev.ca?subject=Telescope%20Library
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 The original deep sky camera was replaced (Doug and Jim), 

 The drive motors for the Dome broke (Wolf) 

 The video card for the computer was replaced (Wolf) 

 The finder scope and camera were replaced (Paul,  Wolf, Bob and Jim) 

 The drive motors for the Dome broke again (Wolf and Stephen) 

 The power supply for the Dome burned out (Wolf and Jim) 

 The deep sky camera was replaced (Paul). 

Currently, by necessity, the team is doing some cold weather testing and hopes to study the 

development of remote access this Spring.  Developing remote access may be one of our most 

challenging tasks as software suitability and the capabilities of the CRCC wi-fi systems have yet to be 

evaluated. 

Please contact Jim Maxwell with questions on the development of SmartScope. 

Next Meeting 
8:00 PM Friday April 10, 2015 at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum (directions). Note there is a 

$3 parking fee for museum parking. 

If you cannot attend in person, hear these two excellent speakers over our live stream here. 

Tim Cole: Celestial Navigation  

Once people sailed beyond the sight of land, the problem of getting 

back to a safe harbor became a matter of life and death. The sky was 

something a navigator could rely on, but how could the sky reveal 

location? In this presentation, Tim Cole will look at some of the great 

developments in that long quest, and review the techniques that still 

work when the GPS receiver's batteries go dead.  

Tim Cole was awarded the Ottawa RASC's Best Presentation of the 

Year award in 2014 for his talk on Astrolabes.  

 

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons 

mailto:%20jim.maxwell.5@gmail.com?subject=SmartScope
http://casmuseum.techno-science.ca/en/visit/directions.php
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/rascottawalive
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sekstant.jpg#mediaviewer/File:Sekstant.jpg
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Jim Thompson: The Photographic Lunar Atlas  

From the first time Galileo looked at the Moon through a telescope in 1609 right up to the mid 20th 

century, serious study of our nearest celestial neighbour was limited to selenography - the mapping 

and naming of features. It was not until the United States committed themselves to putting a man on 

the Moon that research into the structure and formation of the Moon began in earnest. The work of 

Gerard Kuiper and his Lunar & Planetary Laboratory were key to the success of the Apollo Program. 

One of the legacies left behind by Kuiper and his team is the Photographic Lunar Atlas series, which will 

be presented in detail during this talk, including an opportunity for attendees to see print copies of 

these rare and historically important atlases.  

 

Image Source: The Eye of Photography 

 

  

http://www.loeildelaphotographie.com/2015/02/11/exhibition/27213/tucson-photographs-of-our-solar-system-and-beyond
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Centre Information 
Genera l enquiries: 

 contact@ottawa-rasc.ca 

The Ottawa Centre 2015 Council 

President: Gordon Webster 

(president@ottawa-rasc.ca) 

Vice President: Tim Cole 

Secretary: Chris Teron 

Treasurer: Oscar Echeverri 

Centre Meeting Chair: Mike Moghadam 

Councilors: Yves Demers, Stephen Nourse, 

Carmen Rush  

Past President: Gary Boyle 

2015 Appointed Positions 

Membership: Art Fraser  

Fred Lossing Observatory Director: Ron St. Martin 

Smart Scope Director: Jim Maxwell 

Hospitality: Art & Anne Fraser 

Stan Mott Library: Estelle Rother 

Ted Bean Telescope Library: Al Scott 

 Webmaster: Chuck O’Dale (webmaster@ottawa-rasc.ca) 

AstroNotes Editor: Karen Finstad (astronotes@ottawa-rasc.ca)  
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