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Editor’s Message 
This will be the last AstroNotes until the September issue, which 

will be produced in late August. I’d like to thank the generous 

and talented contributors who’ve helped to make this 

newsletter representative of all our members and their 

activities.  Those who have promised me articles for the fall – 

you have several months before the serious nagging begins. 

Announcements 
 

 Public Stargazing Events at the Carp Library will continue 

each month, weather permitting, throughout the summer. 

Subscribers to the email discussion list will be informed of 

any weather-related cancellations, which will also be posted here. 
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Swap Tables June 5 
 

Do you have some old astro-equipment that is gathering dust rather than photons? Perhaps some 
surplus equipment that you don't need anymore? Then why not sell it or exchange it for something of 
value to you? 
 
Twice a year, at the June and December Ottawa Centre meetings, several tables are set up for 
members to sell or barter their goods. There are good deals to be found and quite often give-aways. 
 
The tables will be set up outside the main auditorium at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum. 
There will be no signs designating the tables as swap tables. They will be there waiting for you to place 
your goods for sale and barter. 
 
The swap meet will start at 7:15 pm and will run until the meeting starts. There is no charge to sell or 
swap goods. Come early for the best deals!  

Member News 
 Chuck O’Dale continues to share his crater adventures with the world’s media, and in this 

instance you don’t need to be able to read Finnish. Here’s his recent article in the Smithsonian 

magazine:  A Crater of Cosmic Proportions.   

 Please welcome new member Amanda McLaren. 

National Update 
 The latest RASC/MWT Associates tour to be announced is the Great American Grand Tetons 

and Yellowstone Total Solar Eclipse Tour, August 14 – 23, 2017.  Currently open only to RASC 

members, this tour will take you to Sun Valley, Jackson’s Hole, Hell’s Canyon, Craters of the 

Moon, and more; there’s even a total solar eclipse thrown in for good measure.  Never mind 

the whitewater rafting - if you’ve never experienced a TSE, not to mention hung out with the 

lively people who chase them – you are missing out.  Check out the details and reserve your 

spot.  

 Paper sessions for the 2015 General Assembly have been announced. Your editor is looking 

forward in particular to the special presentation on the famous St. John’s Lunenburg Celestial 

Ceiling.  See the article below for an invitation to the GA from the Halifax Centre organizers. 

 The RASC Board of Directors will welcome Heather Laird of Calgary Centre as a new member, to 

be confirmed at the AGM in Halifax this summer.  Heather is currently on the National Council 

and the IT Committee.  James Edgar and Robyn Foret will also be returning. These three 

positions were filled by acclamation, due a lack of nominations.   

http://www.airspacemag.com/flight-today/crater-cosmic-proportions-180954664/?no-ist
http://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/Great%20American%20Total%20Solar%20Eclipse%20trip%20brochure.pdf
http://www.rasc.ca/sites/default/files/GATSE%20form.pdf
https://www.rasc.ca/events/paper-session-talks
https://www.rasc.ca/events/special-talk-%E2%80%94-prof-davifd-turnert-and-randall-rosenfeld
https://www.rasc.ca/events/special-talk-%E2%80%94-prof-davifd-turnert-and-randall-rosenfeld
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 Anybody else feel disappointed about that non-election result?  Do you think the BoD is elitist, 

irrelevant and out of touch with the membership?  Would you like to help change that (or at 

least that perception)?  Perhaps you are interested in one of the three Board positions opening 

up next year, but are not sure what’s involved.  Consider becoming an understudy / apprentice 

to a serving Director.  Give it some thought over the summer and watch this space for more 

information.  

 Project Zubenelgenubi is the name that has been given to this summer’s overhaul of our 

National website at www.rasc.ca. Improvements include an upgrade to the core software 

platform, better member services, improved ticketing system and more. A summer student has 

been hired to help ensure that this effort is completed before the star Zubenelgenubi (in Libra) 

moves behind the Sun this year, which is to say by the end of August. 

 Research on an unusual meteor train –  Observing the March 20 total solar eclipse from 

Svalbard – Inviting aliens to tea in Victoria - All about ‘shoebox satellites’.  These are highlights 

from the latest JRASC (available to all members online (or upgrade to a hard copy for a small 

fee). 

 Effective immediately for new memberships, and July 1, 2015 for renewing memberships, the 

national portion of your membership fees for Canadian residents has increased by $3 for adult 

members, $2 for youth.  Ottawa Centre’s portion of the membership fee has NOT been 

increased. 

 

Astronomy Day 2015 Photos 

 
Photos of Chris Teron, Janet Tulloch, John Thompson and an interested visitor by Gary Boyle. 
  

http://www.rasc.ca/jrasc/recent
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Summer Destinations 

 

AstroCATS 

June 27 – 28, Toronto, ON  

It's just like an auto/boat/outdoor/cottage show, only with astronomy gadgets that will leave you 
drooling.  For beginners AND experienced Astronomers - there is something for everyone, including 
seminars, door prizes, raffles and a silent auction.  See http://www.astrocats.ca . 
 

 

RASC General Assembly 

July 1 – 5, Halifax, NS 

The Halifax Centre of the RASC is pleased to be hosting the 56th General Assembly of the RASC. The 

year 2015 marks both the Centre’s 60th anniversary, and the 40th anniversary of the first GA to be 

held in Atlantic Canada. 

Our theme for 2015 is “Stars by the Sea.” We welcome you to the picturesque and historic city of 

Halifax, Nova Scotia. Our venue, St. Mary’s University, is very close to the downtown and many of the 

“must see” sites in Halifax. We are planning a full agenda of events, meetings, talks, and a tour to the 

new Grand Pré UNESCO World Heritage Site and Fundy tides, while also giving people time to explore 

and meet new friends.  

July in Halifax is a busy time of year. The Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo occurs at the same 

time as the General Assembly, as do a multitude of events. It is our intention to provide all attendees 

http://www.astrocats.ca/


AstroNotes  Newsletter of the Ottawa Centre, RASC    Volume 54 No 5 Summer 2015   

All copyright including photographs not otherwise credited belongs directly to the authors. No reprints without permission. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5 

with not only a fun and interesting General Assembly, but to afford them the opportunity to explore 

and enjoy Halifax and Nova Scotia. 

On behalf of the 2015 GA Organizing Committee, Co-chairs Quinn Smith and Pat Kelly look forward to 

seeing you in Halifax in July 2015.  For more information please visit the GA website. 

Starfest 

August 13 – 16, Ayton, ON 

Starfest is Canada’s largest annual 

amateur astronomy conference and 

star party attracting hundreds of 

astronomy enthusiasts.  It has been 

ranked among the top star parties in 

North America by Sky and Telescope 

magazine.  Activities include observing 

sessions, guided sky tour at night, 

presentations by outstanding leading-

edge speakers, workshops, children's 

activities and commercial exhibits. 

For more visit the Starfest website.  

 

Saskatchewan Summer Star Party  

August 12-16, Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park, SK 
 

An annual weekend of fun and education under the stars, held at 
Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park and Dark Sky Preserve in the 
southwest corner of Saskatchewan, and run by the Saskatoon and 
Regina Centres. This is a favourite star party event for astronomers 
west of Ontario and east of the Rockies. Enjoy lectures, clinics, short 
presentations, kids programs – and great prairie skies (low humidity!) 

Registration for the 2015 Saskatchewan Summer Star Party (SSSP) is now open. Early registration ends 
July 7th. Register by then to assure the availability of shirts and banquets. 

For further information please visit the SSSP website. 

https://www.rasc.ca/events/home
http://www.nyaa.ca/index.php?page=/sf15/sf.home15
http://www.usask.ca/rasc/starparty.html
http://edmontonrasc.com/2015/08/saskatchewan-summer-star-party-cypress-hills-interprovincial-park-august-12-16-2015/
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Summer 2015 Events at the North Frontenac Star Gazing Pad 

http://www.northfrontenac.com/dark-sky-preserve.html 

 
June 13 

Saturn Visible and Jupiter (Rain Date June 20) 
July 24 

Lunar Straight Wall Visible (Rain Date July 25) 
August 12 

Perseid Meteor Shower 
August 21 

Lunar X Visible (Rain Date August 22 when Lunar Straight Wall is visible) 
September 12 

No moon. Deep Sky Wonders Visible 
September 27 

Lunar Eclipse after 10pm 
October 10 

Uranus bright and can be seen by the unaided eye 
 

 

http://www.northfrontenac.com/dark-sky-preserve.html
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Summer Meetings 
All meetings are held on Friday evenings at 8:00 PM, at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum 

(directions). Note there is a $3 parking fee for museum parking. 

Friday June 5  

Tim Cole: Celestial Navigation  

Once people sailed beyond the sight of land, the problem of getting 

back to a safe harbor became a matter of life and death. The sky was 

something a navigator could rely on, but how could the sky reveal 

location? In this presentation, Tim Cole will look at some of the great 

developments in that long quest, and review the techniques that still 

work when the GPS receiver's batteries go dead.  

Tim Cole was awarded the Ottawa RASC's Best Presentation of the 

Year award in 2014 for his talk on 

Astrolabes.  

 

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons 

Ryan Anderson: Next Generation Satellite Technologies 

For over 40 years, Telesat has been on the leading edge of innovation in 
space and satellite communications, dating from the launch of Anik A1, 
the world’s first domestic communications satellite.  

Presently, Telesat is making use of the latest technologies to provide the 
most reliable and cost effective services around the globe: all-electric 
propulsion, flexible payloads, high throughput spot beams, and 
innovative orbits are some of the technologies that are driving innovation 
in Satcom. Telesat's future programs will take advantage of these advancements and continue to push 
the limits of the technology.  

  

Anik F2 canadaconnects.ca 

http://casmuseum.techno-science.ca/en/visit/directions.php
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sekstant.jpg#mediaviewer/File:Sekstant.jpg
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Friday July 3  

Shane Finnigan: Observing Locations in the Ottawa 
Region  

 We all have our favourite places to observe the night sky. Some 
convenient locations are close to us in Ottawa while other 
observing sites with darker skies are a few hours drive from us. 
In this talk, Ottawa Centre member Shane Finnigan will review all 
the best observing locations in Ottawa and surrounding region 
that are frequented by many of us.  

Note: A detailed summary of Shane's presentation including maps, directions and photos will be placed 
on the Ottawa Centre web site after his talk.  

Richard Alexandrowich: Habitability of Planets in Red Dwarf Systems  

Check the Ottawa RASC website for details of this presentation when they are available. 

 

Friday August 7 

Simon Hanmer: Mars Express  

The European Space Agency has placed a treasure trove of 
high resolution images from its Mars Express Mission in the 
public domain. These images contain astounding detail and 
have been rendered in oblique perspective, giving the viewer 
the firm impression of “being there”. Simon Hanmer has 
already presented images from this archive related to 
Martian topography in general. In this talk, he will present 
and comment on hi-resolution ESA images that illustrate 
processes associated with erosion and deposition on the 
Martian surface.  
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Centre Information 
General enquiries: contact@ottawa-rasc.ca 

The Ottawa Centre 2015 Council 

President: Gordon Webster (president@ottawa-rasc.ca) 

Vice President: Tim Cole 

Secretary: Chris Teron 

Treasurer: Oscar Echeverri 

Centre Meeting Chair: Mike Moghadam 

Councilors: Yves Demers, Stephen Nourse, Carmen Rush  

Past President: Gary Boyle 

2015 Appointed Positions 

Membership: Art Fraser  

Fred Lossing Observatory Director: Ron St. Martin 

Smart Scope Director: Jim Maxwell 

Hospitality: Art & Anne Fraser 

Stan Mott Library: Estelle Rother 

Ted Bean Telescope Library: Al Scott 

Webmaster: Chuck O’Dale (webmaster@ottawa-rasc.ca) 

AstroNotes Editor: Karen Finstad (astronotes@ottawa-rasc.ca)  

  

 

mailto:contact@ottawa-rasc.ca
mailto:president@ottawa-rasc.ca
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