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Last nght reminded me of all the reasorenh involved withamateuastronomy aall
the varous levels | am involved. MemberProfile

Life, light pollution,and tree groth have unfortinately curtailed a lot of my observing | Monthly Challenge Objects
recently. | am in a part of the city thain my immediate aredas had a lot of light
pollution but over the past couple of yeanost of the offending lights have been
changed over to much brighter LEDsIn the summethe tres behind my housshield | gor sale
me from much of theirectlight but in thelate fall and winter they are all visible and
seemed to be aimed directly ay yard. These same trees have grown somuchover| Est el 1 e6s Pi ¢
last twanty years thianow theyfrequently hide most of the alignmenaist my mount is
looking for. The view to the north is still fineEast is the trees, weshe house To the

Submitted Images

Carp StalParties

south the trees have also batawly closing that viewing window FLO Star Parties
And thenthereis work and the kids. Next Meeting

Now | look forward to the sir parties at the FLO to get me out obsenand last night | Centrelnformation
was an amazing night. The seeing tladsparencyvere both excellent, one of the bes
nights in a long timacwrding to the imagers present. bkdt simple, just my dab| spent six wonderful hours tracking
down some old frieths andalsofinding some that had been evading for a long time. It waguiet peacefulandvery
enjoyable| even managed to complete several deep sky sketBlvesy once in a whilegne of the other c@vers

would wonder by and we woulthat for few minutes. Warm friestdips on a cold night. | found | was enjoying the
conversations almost as much as the constellationsb&@@VID isolationis affecting memore than | realized.

| enjoyed tracking down some distay@tlaxies. | enjoyed the conversatiohgnjoyed how everyone there last night was
so willing to helpthe other with whatever issipresented itselbr with simple suggestions to solve a problem.

A great night with some great peoplé/hat more could you want from enple star past?

Clear skies.

Stay safe,

Gordon
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Annual General Meeting and Elections

Notice is hereby given to all members of the RASC Ottawa Centre that the Annual Meeting will be held at
7:30pm on Decembet, 220. It will be conducted byideo-conferencingusing Zoomas part of the regular
monthly Centre meetindregistration to attenthe meeting can be done using this link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/reqgister/WN_ocLQ9yCtOcWGIXYXy3EaRw

The following business will be conducted:

(1) consideration and approval of the agenda for the meeting;

(2)  consideration and approval of the minutes of the last annual meeting;

(3) consideration and approval of the reports of the Council, the officers of the Centre, and the committees
the Council, and presentation and adoption of the financial statements;

(4)  presentation cwards,

(5) election of Officers, Courlors, National Council Representatives and Centre Meeting Chair of the
Centre;

(6) election of the auditor of the Centre as prescribed in Article 11.01; and

(7)  other business.

Chris Teron, Secretary

Report of the Nominating Committee

Eledions for various executive and council positions in the Ottawa Centre 2r\v2ll be held during the
Decembe#, 2020 Annual General MeetingThe Nominating Committee, led by Past Presidant Coleand
other members, has nominated the following slate of candidates (* indicates an incumbent):

President: Stephen Nourse

Vice-PresidentDavid Chigiolm

Secretary: Chris Teron*

TreasurerDavid Parfett

Centre Meeting ChairDavid Chisholm

3 Councillors: Carmen Rush*, Gerry Shewan*, Jim Sofia*
2 National Council Representativézaul SadlerOpen

Past President: Mike Moghadam

Too Joo Joo Joo o o o o

Additional nominations will be accepted for any position. Nominees must be members in good standing. Natiol
Representatives must be at least 21 years of age. Nominations must be made in writing by at least two ©
members and received by Chris Tersedretary@ottawa.rasc.ca) by 8:00pnNavember29, 2020.


https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ocLQ9yCtQcWGIxYXy3EaRw
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Ottawa Skies
By Dave Chisholm

Ottawa Skies for
November 2020

November 2020

November 387 Full Moon. This full moon was known by early Native American tribes as the Beaver Moon
because this was the time of year to set the beaver trape bieé swamps and rivers froze. It has also been
known as the Frosty Moon and the Dark Moon.
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Penumbral Lunar Eclipse
Monday, November 30t
02:32 - 06:53

Phase Eveni Direction Allitude

el

The moon passes through the earthds pen

Best viewing after midnight.

The Northern Taurids is a losrrgnning minor meteor shower producing only abci05meteors per hour. This
shower is, however, famous for producing a higher than normal percentage of bright fireballs. The Northerr
Taurids is produced by dust grains lefhind by Asteroid 2004 TG10. The shower runs annually from October
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20 to December 10. It peaks this year on the night of the 11th and morning of the 12th. The thin crescent mc
will not be much of a problem this year leaving dark skies for what coulddsdly good show. Best viewing
will be just after midnight from a dark location far away from city lights. Meteors will radiate from the
constellation Taurus, but can appear anywhere in the sky.

Leonids Meteor Shower — November 16/17

AN /)

A * A

Northeast East

Best viewing after midnight

The Leonids is an average shower, producing up to 15 rsgieohour at its peak. This shower is unique in
that it has a cyclonic peak about every 33 years where hundreds of meteors per hour can be seen. That las
these occurred in 2001. The Leonids is produced by dust grains left behind by cometTattlgyeihich was
discovered in 1865. The shower runs annually from Novemi3ér & peaks this year on the night of the 16th
and morning of the 17th. The crescent moon will set early in the evening leaving dark skies for what should |
an excellent show. Bestewing will be from a dark location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the
constellation Leo, but can appear anywhere in the sky.
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Sun

November 1 Rise / Set 06:43 / 16:49
November 30 Rise /Set 07:22/16:21

Mercury

Rise/Set 05:34/16:18> 06:28/15:44

At greatest western elongation on November 10

Look for the planet low in the eastern sky just after sunrise.



AstroNotes Newsletter of the Ottawa Centre, RASC Volume59 ¢ No. 11 ¢ Novenber 2020
All copyright including the photographs belongs directly to the auth¥esreprints without permission.

Venus
Visible before sunrise.
Rise/Set 03:41/15:36> 04:55/15:03

Mars
Visible in the evening and through the night.
Rise/Set 15:59/04:39> 13:57/02:52

Jupiter

Visible in the evening.
Rise/Set 12:26/21:08> 10:48/19:39
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Saturn
Visible in the evening.
Rise/Set 12:42/21:35> 10:55/19:51

Uranus
Visible all night.
Rise/Set 16:43/06:40> 14:46/04:40

Neptune

Visible all night.
Rise/Set 14:58/02:13> 13:03/00:18
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Member Profile z Paul Sadler

A. Could you give our readers a little bit of info about your background? How did you get into amateur
astronomy? What excited you about it?

| grew up in Peterborough, and my parents had a welkailer out at Chemong Lak&ome of my fondest
memories are of being out there at night, looking up into the sky and seeing a GIANT sky full of stars from
horizon to horizon Like the typical images they show in movies where the whole sky is alive.

| knew nothing about any of it. | didn't know you could see planets with the naked eye, | never noticed the glo
of the Milky Way, | had no books or star charts or anyone to teach me, it was just part of Watwweuld

look for the Big and Little Dipperand that was about as far as we wedmnasinterested bubad no idea how

to advance that knowledge. It never even occurred to me that you could get books out of the library or at the
bookstore that would tell you how to find things.

My parents boughine a telescope one year for Xmas, a typical story of departmental store quality, but even
worse, it was handheld (like a sailor's desigrgon't think | ever even thought to look at the Moon except
when it was full (and thus flat looking when | wouldsee any detail), and whenever | looked up at stars with
it, | just saw the same things only in smaller swathsas pretty unsteady too, with no tripod to help stabilize
things.

Overall, I just figured "real" astronomy was out of range of a backyaweevid considered taking a course in

it at university butdidn't have room in my schedule for something that | thought would be just all theorktical.
still didn't know anyone with an actuglescope. Eventually, | moved to Ottawa and met a friend at wOrle

day he was telling me about a presentation that was coming up at the local astronomy group on Cassini, and
tagged along.

| found a whole room full of people who were not only interested in astronomy and watching the big reveals b
NASA, but who als had scopes they used in their backyakdd during the second half of the night, they
showed some of their own imageBbhis was around 2008, | thinkAnd | was blown awayPeople could

actually SEE STUFF from their backyard¥ith affordabletelescopes?REALLY?

Fastforward a year or two, and there was a conjunction happeMydgriend took me out on a very cold night
in April or so, tried to set up his scope with bainterbalancesnd he was struggling to get it to all work
properly. In the end, | dontven remember seeing the planets as anything more than round discs low in the
sky. It was pretty disappointing to me, to be honduit a few years later, my mother passed away and |
inherited a small sum of money from the estateanted to do somethingith it that would capture some of

my memories of her and our time at the lake, and she always liked looking up at tis® dkset some of it

aside and bought a higénd beginner scope.

My requirements were simpléNo complicated setup, raunterbalaces something that was near grabdgo

with easy setuplt came down to either a Dobsonian or a SCT and | am a bit of a computer nerd, so the SCT
won out for computers and sizebought the 8SE, upgraded some of the accessories with a fexeridgtye
pieces and | was committed.
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B. What excites you still today? What aspects of the hobby have particularly held your interest? What
kinds of observing do you do?

My first night of using my scope was up at my inlaws' cottage about 30 minutes from myspalceoamping

area. It's on Balsam Lake, and pretty decent for dark skiggobably couldn't have picked a better first night

as the seeing was near perfect, and the air was perfectly ta#thup near the lake and started following the
instructions. For those of you who have used a GoTo scope, you know that you pick any bright star in the sky
to start, followed by one or two others, and the computer will figure out the rest of the sky.

Sol picked the brightest star | could see and started focusingok a few seconds for my brain to figure out
thatit wasn't a star but Saturhwas using my 8SE with a 25mm plossl, no Barlow, which works out to about
81x magnification.Far from whatary experienced astronomer would consider an ideal 8né¢for me? |
thought | had struck gold.
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| went running to the cottage to get people to come see, yelling "l found Saturn! | found Saturn!". If | was 12, |
would have seemed natural, but no, | wd&gearold kid. | don't know why | rushed, it wasn't going

anywhere, but | was so excited | felt that they had to aoome or it would be gone forevei. gave up on

alignment and for almost 45 minutes we all took turns looking through the scope tolséeatly occurred to

me to increase my eyepiece power abdrhped up to ®elos 17.3mm.About 117x, and subsequently my
favorite eyepiece of all my accessories by fdy brotherin-law said it best..."It doesn't even lodal;it looks

like you havea picture on the front of your scopéVe could see the Cassutivisions;it was clearly Saturn.

No doubt, we were all seeing another planet for the first time.

And that sense of wonder is whateps me lookingEverything is new to mel have few expectationsSo,
most of my observing is simple visudlalmost always start with the planets for the night, and if the moon is
overwhelming, I'm even fine to just @lunar observing night.

Photo by Paul Sadler
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I've done the sun a few times, but it doesn't hold my interest for longopen to doing some imaging, but |

have no real desire to have a lot of equipment slowing down sktiipakes much longer than 10 minutes to
setup, | g&art to lose interestAdding in laptops, more power, tables, it all starts to feel like I'm working, not
having fun And some nights, if I don't have time to plan an outing, I'll set up and let the computer take me or
a star tour of whatever it thinksas a good height for viewing.

C. What connections has the hobby made to the rest of your life?

People often don't believe me, but | am an introvert by nattitdhave a choice of going to a group event or
reading a book, | would almost always choof®ak. Yet some of my best memories of the last 7 years have
been at star parties.remember being at CASM on a cloudy night when over 1500 people showed up and were
impressed with just seeing the modknother night, | was out at Carp and following alawi¢h another

member with a Dobsonian as he gave a manual star tour to a couple after everyone hgot leftcompare

the views in his scope to mine, and when | ran into a small alignment problem, he came over and helped me.
No judgment of me or my spe, no question of not helping, he just came over, took a peek, helped me correct
and | was up and running agaifihe shared community of observers is prestigportive. (Unless you forget to

dim your headlights or cell phone!)

When | went to my firsttar party with my owrscope andet it up to let people see through it, | felt a surprising
rush. It was like a drugl could SHOW them what | never saw as a kid, or even more generally, even as an
adult. And the public viewers at star parties often hdneedame reaction | did when | saw Satufhey can't

believe what they can see, they can't believe you can do this with a small scope, they can't believe we're sett
up for free and anyone can just come out and léd&und that | love sharing my scopgth anyone who wants

to look. Maybe being relatively anonymous in the dark makes that easier, | don't Butvny desire to share

my passion overcomes my introversion.

Of all my experiences though at star parties, my favorite was a young family whaooc@aug one nightThe
husband had brought his wife, two kids, and his mother to see thelseéansentioned that they didn't have
muchmoney,so they were so impressed it was fr&¢hile the two kids and wife had the normal reaction to
Saturn, it was hismother who made the nighEhe was in her late 50s, and when they suggested she look, she
kind of nervouslyshuffled forward, laughing a bitWwhen she looked through the scope, it totally rocked her
world. She suddenly grabbed her son's arm, she wasghakiit, and she looked really hard into the scope,
and in a very shocked voice, totally serious, she said, "I. See. Another. PlEmetsame reaction | had when |
saw Saturn for the first timeShe stood up straight, adjusted her clothes, looked agairgrabbed his arm

again, gripping really hardAnd said the same thing again. "l. SEE. ANOTHER. PLANET."

While | was happy for her, | was talking to the husband and it was his reaction that stayed wkild Inael

given this experience to his kids anie, just a casual outing, but it had totally blown his mother avgy.

was awestruck, not at Saturn, which he hadn't even VIEWED yet, but at the reaction of his [farohy. that
feeling, the one where you do something for your family and based iongaetion, you realized, "I nailed it!".

| had the same experience showing Saturn to my farilyo years later, they came to Carp again, and this

time his mom was practically elbowing the kids out of the way so she could look #gaas awesomel feel
honored to have been a small part of that family's experidhesas both humbling and rewarding).

mentioned in passing that | remembered him, and his mother's reaction to Saturn previously, and he said, "S
didn't stop talking about it for months!".
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D. What advice would you give to novice amateur astronomers?
My advice tends to be one positive thingltband two cautions to avoid.

Astronomy can be a lonely hobby for some peofg.default, you can often go out at night by yourself, set up
in the dark, and stare at the skinstead, for a more positive experience, | feel that if you can find ways to share
it with others, either through shared observing with other astronomers or with the public, it helps keep the spe
of discovery alive.My son hasa 4SE and set it up at a star party in Carp when he was 10 yeaktedioved
showing people various objects through his scope, a bit showing off | guess, and my wife was operating my
8SE scope on her own, having fun showing people the setting rBadhwere rawbeginnersput they were

having a blast.

For the cautions, | tend to start by telling people buyghggcopes to be clear about what they want and how
they intend to use it when they ask for adviténd too many people are quick to offer advicevamch scope

to get based on their own preferences, not what the person actually wants or needs (Get a Dob! Buy binos! C
an EQ mount!).Equally, many people say they want to jump into full astrophotography when they have never
even looked through a scobefore. | prefer to tease out some of the context from people before advising them
about which type of scope they might consideveryone's mileage will vary depending on how they drive.

In the same conversation, | don't think any one design is thedmst, they all have their pluses and minuses.

A GoTo scope on an Az mount is the best configuration for me, and yet there are people out there who will
clearly state their opinion that GoTo scopes are a complete efasteney, and should be considértoys. To

be honest, most of them have not only never ownedoaienany of them have also never even uses

They assume you don't need to know any stars, except you need them for alignment, or that you can't use th
in manual mode if you want (you canlhere are pros and cons of every scope.

For example, my son wanted a scope, and after trying a few out at star parties, he chose the 4SE. The Maks
design is great on planets, easy to set up, and portable enough that he can move it easily Wwatissdf him
through the setup the first time, answered his questions of clarification the second time, and on the third outir
| was still unpacking my scope when he was asking, "Dad? What aBP®eoordinates for this location? |

need to enter it beforestart alignment.”l think the 4SE, 5SE, and 6SE are fantastic starter scopes for anyone
to find out if they like visual observing or if you are in lighdlluted areas and don't have a lot of visible stars to
navigate by for manual star hoppinBut they @ae not great for imaging nor as c@sficient as a Dobsonian for
visual.

Finally, | advise new observers not to rush into star hopping to coonplex objects, either manually or using
computerized mountd. recommend to new GoTo owners to not even doraputerized alignment for the first
couple of nights but rather to just spend time looking at the moon, planets and any bright star they can find.
Don't even worry about the namehist have fun exploring the skijhe same feelinghad lying on a hill in a

field when | was 12 and looking up at a huge sky. Let's see what's out there.
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Editor6 s Not e

Paul forgot to mention that s been a member since 2016 the Star Party Coordinator from 2017 to 2020
he organizedandranour Public Star Parties at CarPaulis also a membeof the Board of the AstroPontiac
Initiative in Luskville. Last December Paul was awardedOttawa Centre Serviéavard for hiscontributions

to ourgroupover the pasfew years. And Paul has just been appointed to the position of National Rep for the
Ottawa Centre

Monthly Challenge Objects
By Oscar Echeverri

Observing Challenge

Last Month

Beginner Challenge: M33
Intermediate Challenge: NGC7009
Advanced Challenge: IC1396

Solar System Challenge: Eye Of Mars
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Deep Sky Challenge

Beginner Challenge

Messier 52

® Open cluster in Cassiopeia

® Also catalogued as NGC 7654
® 5.0 apparent magnitude

® 4600 ly away
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